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iss1 suatana U.1/2 1auUs:1ad 18378

1A5us19¥a Gold Medal Uszian Composer Category (No Age Limit): Burgmiiller

Tus18n15 The 1st Bangkok International Performing Arts Piano Competition (BIPAC) 2021 4
1n® Comerstone Music Thailand lefufi 12 AaAN W.A. 2564

195us1978 YAMAHA GOLD PRIZE Usgwnn Junior Keyboard Solo Juengliiiiu 7 ¥ annnisuaadu
Yamaha Thailand Music Festival (YTMF) 2021 9alag @a10unun3enungn

Slo¥uil 26 maney .. 2564

16i5uUs199a Second Prize Uszlaw International Competition (2nd Group : Born between 1st
September, 2012 and 31st August, 2015) 31nn15UsENIA Hong Kong Visual Arts Education
Festival 2021 518713 International and Local Student Mail Art Competition 4alag Hong Kong
Society for Education in Art ilefufl 22 wgadnieu w.a. 2564

usins wonuiuluun U.1/4 auus:=o1d> 18345

19551978 Gold Medal Usetnn Open Category Juey 6-7 U

1A5Us197a Bronze Medal Useinn Piano Method Category 31nn15uYady The 1st Bangkok
International Performing Arts Piano Competition (BIPAC) 2021 4alng Cormnerstone Music Thailand
lo¥uil 17 maney n.e. 2564

1f3us19%a Third Class - Pre Junior 91nn5uastu 17th Hong Kong (Asia Pacific) Piano Competition
2021 Beethoven Piano Competition dalag CMTG Young Musician Competition & Festival e
Fuil 17 naneu w.a. 2564

16i5us19%a Third Prize - Piano Age 10 & under 91nAM5WIsY 2021 Autumn Music Competition
dnlae Charleston International Music Competition (USA) ot 10 NEAINYY N.A. 2564

ainun >1aunaisvd U.1/4 1auds:a1d> 18625

1A3U5197a Gold Award S¥6iu Kindergarten 91nn154399U Hong Kong International Mathematical
Olympiad (HKIMO) Heat Round 2021 dalag Hong Kong International Mathematical Olympiad
loYudl 25 nsngeu w.a. 2564

waodguna Us:lasguwng U.2/1 tlauus:=o1d> 18082
1A5us197a Gold Award AmAdnA1ERS SEAU Primary 2 39nn156a99u SIMSO National Round 2021
§alag Siamn International Math and Science Olympics i fuil 26 fugnew w.a. 2564

gsuv1 novuiu U.3/1 1auus:a1dd 17816

1A5us19¥a 2nd Place Usglan Modern Solo (9 Years & under) 910518015 The 8th CSTD Thailand
Dance Grand Prix 2021 Tug‘d WUU Live Streaming 4alag CSTD (Commonwealth Society of Teachers
of Dancing) sxyine¥uil 30 manAY — 7 WaARNNBY N.A. 2564
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AAWUS spaadad U.3/3 1auus:31dd 17835

Iasumsegu Uszian Jazz Moves Test 1 (Solo Syllabus) 910518115 A.T.O.D. International Dance
Thailand 2021 dalag Australian Teachers of Dancing (AT.0.D.) io¥ufl 17 furew w.e. 2564
IasumBeguawe 2 Wy 9NN15wUstl Body Skill wag Ball Skill suengldifiu 8 U a1nsens
Gymnastics and Fitness Competition ﬂ%ﬂﬁ 9 4alny Gymnastics and Fitness Chiang Mai
Thailand wle$ud 20 furaw w.e. 2564 ﬂum%ma?{ﬂLaﬁaﬂjuuﬁuﬂﬁuﬁﬂ%\‘iﬁ 7 (7th Singapore Raffles
International Music Competition 2021) 9nlae Singapore Raffles International Music Festival

Uszinadenlus WoTui 8 nsngau w.e. 2564

sfinsuu dAdwWs1 U.3/3 1auus:d1ad 17800

FSuvdsgmes Jueny 9 T lunmadeuuastssiiunavinvinueuasimadaiwBuuaindan adafl 9
Uszdnd 2564 Falae auneufwiBuuafnuisUssmalng serinetudl 30 — 31 nsngew wa. 2564
I¢¥usne¥ai 1 azuuurngUnsnifenuazuea Category A+ Video | (2012) 910518015 Il International

Online Tournament in Rhythmic Gymnastics (New Look Cup International 2021) dlotud 6
WOAINYU W.A. 2564

n3cuasiuas Sausug U.3/3 tauus:=o1dd 17873

asus197a Silver Award sg6iu Primary 3 Tus16115 Thailand International Mathematical Olympiad
Heat Round 2021 — 2022 9alag Thailand International Mathematical Olympiad (TIMO)
dloYuil 6 ganeu .. 2564

Sruis) sssusSnu U.3/4 1auus:d1dd 18047
lpfumBegyseialdayiesd (azwuuld 191/200 Azuuw) Tulassmsmegeuuagiaudngnn

MBI Medange seulail U.1-3 dalae U3TW MieU wian wuees $in Wetuil 11 gaimu
n.A. 2564

2aal 3Adqu U.3/4 1auUs:316> 17810
105u5193a Gold Prize Usetam Piano Solo Juenglaitin 9 U lunsudsdy Yamaha Thailand Music
Festival 2021 dalaganiuausienus, etufl 30 fugeu w.e. 2564

udIy JUIdBBISND U.4/3 LauUs:d10d 17548
1A5us19Ta Distinction Usztan Piano Grade 2 (Level 1 Award) Tus1en1s Graded Examination in
Music Performance dalae Trinity College, London dlo¥uii 4 Fwnay w.e. 2564

wudIM dasscual U.4/3 1auds:31dd 17616

1§5us19Ta sesvupBasusiv 2 Ussinvemuundadien sutgliiu 10 U lunsusiumudaesu
18115 Tennis 10s Junior Circuit A3afl 2 Usedd 2564 dlne aunpufnaoumuiawisszmelng
Tuwszususiyudud sewinedud 13 - 14 waadnnou n.e. 2564
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195U519%8 vuzda Ussanwnsumdgased suegliniv 10 U Tunisudadumullaienisu s1en1s
Tennis 10s Junior Circuit 33N 4 Usgd1d 2564 dalag aurpufwaeumuilauwiUssmalng lu
WILUTUTIPUTUA S81I19Tud 27 - 28 NeAINEU W.A. 2564

Ayaddqun AUWUS U.4/2 1auus:31dd 18194

1A3Us197a Silver Award v AdinA1@ns sEAU Primary 3

1A3U197a Bronze Award 3w Inenendns s¥au Primary 3

1NNITUITU SIMSO National Round 2021 4alas Siam International Math and Science Olympics
dletuil 26 fueneu wa. 2564

#suiResithariogmeuns seiuiulssaufinyneuans lulassnismaaeuvinusuasauddmsy
nsaeuutstundinansooulall Professional Math Talent Hunt Season 2 (Algebra)

Jolag Thai Talent Training Wilo¥ufl 3 ganeu .. 2564

1A5uUT197a Gold Award sgAU Primary 4 Tus18n1% Thailand International Mathematical Olympiad
Heat Round 2021 - 2022 4alne Thailand International Mathematical Olympiad (TIMO) Wiefu
7l 3 nanAu w.A. 2564

¥suiResithawdoydu ssiufulszaufnumeutans lulassmeaeuiinusuasanuddmsuns
aauldstuntinAtansoaulall Professional Math Talent Hunt Season 2 (Geometry)

Jolag Thai Talent Training io¥ufl 24 Aanay .. 2564

loSumSeyseialdayiesi (iazwuuld 180/200 Azuuw) Tulassmsmegeulagiaudnenn
MAIINTT deandny seulad U.4

lpumSeyseialayiesi (iazwuuld 194/200 azuun) Tulassmsmegeuuagiiaudnenn
me3vns awlne seulatl 1.4 Falae U3En fleu wmav wuwesd S dletuil 2 ngednieu na.
2564

UWB Y UEdd U.5/1 1auus:d1ad 17321

105us19%a Honours Plus 9MnMsaeuinszdun1siéu Bronze Star Jazz Moves Grade 5 dalag
Australian Teachers of Dancing (A.T.0.D.) dletuil 6 funau wa. 2564

1Asus19Ta Distinction 2MNN15ERUIATEAUNIINISAU Spanish Dance Grade 1 Iagan1tu Spanish
Dance Society Lo ¥uil 20 nuamius wa. 2564

195us19¥a Second Prize Ussian Strings : Harp Soloist juely 11 - 13
(Group D) Tus18n19 MAP International Music Competition 2021 dalae Marker
and Pioneer International Culture Exchange Center wiloJufl 20 fueneu w.f. 2564

Dau suadana U.5/2 wauuUs:316> 17277

1Asus19ia Silver Medal Usglan Composer Category (No Age Limit): Burgmiiller Tus1en1s The
1st Bangkok International Performing Arts Piano Competition(BIPAC) 2021 dnlpy Cornerstone
Music Thailand e ¥uil 12 sanau w.m.2564

Wso$sSg wWans3negiuun U.6/2 1auUs:31dd 16974
lasusedaruwe 9Inn15UsENInUnIaenIaaLnunsInnueInd U 2564 5193 nmdeil 11 Wde
“Junserey” seAuUsvaudn dalaeaunammnasnIfad Wedui 20 fueieu w.e. 2564
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ngadvl inawds:=naas U.6/4 Lavus:=o1a> 16958

1A3Us197a Distinction with Honor & Excellence Award Usginn Chamber Music (Harp Duo)

U Apprentice Il (Performance)

1¢5u5197a Distinction Useknn Chamber Music (Harp Duo) §u Advance | (15 years old and below)
Tus18n15 RH International Prestige Awards 2021 4alag Rave Harps tag The Harp Association,

Singapore Wl fufl 25 NINYIAL N.A. 2564

1asus19Ta Silver Prize Junior Division Tus18n15 The 2nd Virtual Virtuoso Competition 2021
Preliminary Round 9alagl Siam Sinfonietta, Opera Siam International dlotuil 29 NINHIAN W.A.
2564

1A5U5193a First Prize Usetan Harp 3u Junior Artist - Age 11 to 12

175U5193a First Prize Useian Chamber Music (Harp Duo) $u Junior Artist - Age 11 to 12
Tus19n15 Medici International Music Competition, England (MIMC 2021) dalag Medici
International Music Competition dlotuil 15 e w.e. 2564

1A3Us197a Second Prize Uszlaw Harp Duo ‘éumqﬁlﬁﬂ’iﬁ 12 9 (Group J)

1@5u5193a Third Prize Usgwn Strings : Harp Soloist §u@1e 11 - 13 U (Group D)

Tus18115 MAP International Music Competition 2021 dalag Marker and Pioneer International
Culture Exchange Center wlo¥ufl 20 fueneu w.a. 2564

1@5u5197a First Place Usziav Harp g Junior - Age 11 to 12

175U5197a First Place Usgtam Harp Duo §u Young Musicians - Age 9 to 10

Tusrens 21st Century Talents Ensemble Competition, Fall 2021, Ottawa, Canada IAlAg 21st
Century Talents Music Competition dlotud 14 NEFAINEU WA 2564

sta1n fae15ue u.3/1 1auus:9140> 16461

1AsUs197a FIRST PRIZE WINNER Tunisudstusosinasuszinn INTERMEDIATE CATEGORY 5189015
INTERNATIONAL MUSIC COMPETITION ROME "GRAND PRIZE VIRTUOSO" dmlae Grand Prize
Virtuoso Wileliouganeu 2564
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Comic Strip — P3 Listening & Speaking

In P3 Listening and Speaking, Khru Simon’s
online students studied comic strips and simple past:
irregular verbs, around the theme of 'In the hospital'.
Students then produced their own comic strip about a
friendly monster that needs healthcare, demonstrating

an understanding of the language studied.

Chinnica Thammarak (P3/4) demonstrates not
only language skills, but also great imagination and wit

in this delightful comic strip.

With Khru Simon Webster
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From the Mathayom One Critical
Thinking and Writing Classrooms

With Khru Harry Vanduyne

In one Fast & Furious session of Coach Harry Vanduyne’s Mathayom 1 Creative Thinking and Writing studies,
students were inspired to create maximum effect in a Thinking & Writing challenge based on a random word, pitched
against the Stopwatch; 60 seconds for a Mind-Flash and 5 minutes to write a short Furious story. Neelada Tang (M1/1)
captivates her audience with two exquisite works, “ART WORLD” and “YOUTUBER”.

In another Fast & Furious variation, Melisa Chatpunnarangsee (M1/4) chose the topic of change and illustrates

to the reader that “sailing between shores of opposites” teaches us some valuable lessons.

All three exceptional pieces are must reads... enjoy!

Change is a tricky thing.

Sometimes you don’t want anything to ever change, but sometimes you
can’t wait until change happens. Some changes happen quickly, and
some progress throughout years. But | think change is essential in life,
and I'll be telling you about a time when things changed in my life.

When | first moved to Mater, | was really nervous. | came from an
international school, so my Thai wasn’t good. And | wasn’t an outgoing
person at all, so the first few days were challenging. There was also more
homework then | was used to, but change happened, and I’m really glad
it did.

My now close friend, came up to me one day and invited me to hang out
with her and her friend group. We immediately clicked and they are some
of my best friends now. As for improving on my Thai, | read before every
class, practiced a lot, and even though my Thai is far from perfect it’s
improved very much since | began. | learned to do the homework on
time, and everything is just a lot better now.

In the end, change can be good and bad, but if it never happens you can
never get those golden moments you’ll cherish forever, or those low
moments you can look back on and see how much you’ve improved.
Everything would just feel bland. Changing schools felt like a bad idea
then, but if | had the chance to go back, | wouldn’t change a thing.

Melisa Chatpunnarangsee M.1/4 #32
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Neelada Tang M.A/1 #4

Beautiful Create

Color Art World Brush
Relax

Drawing Artist

One of my hobbies is drawing because | feel relax and free
whenever | hold my pencil or brush to create a art. Even a dot
of color is also considered as art. It may reflect the feeling,
personality and thought of the artist. For example, blue means
sadness, something in red makes it looks powerful, and how a
line is drawn may show your confidence.

However, some people don’t see the value of art nowadays.
| have seen people copying, tracing or using other art work in
social media without asking for permission. This is not
acceptable because the artist spent lots of time and energy to
get the work done.

| always believe that there is no right or wrong in the art
world. We also should not be measuring the beauty or value of
art, because everything considered as art itself is beautiful and

valuable in one way or another.

-— v,d Neelada Tang M1 #4
loeQ entertainment

Likes Channel

exgeriéngg Animation
Subscribes

| like to watch YouTube because there are billions of videos
for free! You can find new knowledge, other experiences,
reviews and entertainment. In addition, you may also create your
own interesting videos and be famous if any of them becomes
popular! It seemed rather easy to have your own channel in
YouTube just by taking a video and then post it. So, | decided to
create a channel for myself too.

My YouTube channel is about art and animation. | need a tripod
to record video when | am drawing, and an app to edit the video.
It takes lots of time, many steps and actually much more
difficult than | expected. Therefore, | felt very proud of myself
when | completed and posted my first video. However, there
were very few views, likes and subscribers. | was quite

disappointed and almost gave up. It taught me a lesson that

nothing can be achieved easily without much effort.
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Reflections on Heidi
M1 Listening and Speaking

With Khru Edward Krauss

Each semester students read an assigned story book on their own, outside of class. This past first semester

in Khru Edward’s Mathayom 1 English Listening & Speaking class, we read the book Heidi. During the semester

students took short multiple choice chapter quizzes that helped keep everyone on pace to complete the book. At

the semester’s end they were given in-class essay question choices to write about. Below is a selection of student

writing answering either which character they liked most, or why they liked the story.

Palita Dungkosintr, M 1/1

Heidi is my favorite character. She is so kind and
cute. She has a lot of positive energy for other people.
She loves to see everyone happy. For example, she felt
sad when she heard about Grannie’s problem so she
read a book to make Grannie happy. She helps Grannie
as much as she can do. Another example is when Heidi
came back home, she always misses Clara and | love
their good relationship. Finally, she is so kind, she helps
Peter to read a book and teaches him to learn more
about vocabulary. So Heidi is my favorite character, she is
lovely and very friendly. Additional to this, Heidi is a very
polite girl, she always says thank you to everyone who
helps her and also says sorry when she does anything
wrong. Her behavior is the good role model for me. One
development area is she is too sensitive; she needs to

learn to be stronger when facing any problem.

Sasawalan Jirananon, M 1/2

| loved the story Heidi very much. At first | was
lazy to read this book. When | looked at the cover of
the book, | thought the story would be about a girl
escaping from the warl Though the story started sadly
in the beginning, but it ended beautifully. | learned many
things from ‘Heidi’. Her mum and dad died when she was
very young and her aunt Detie sent her to live with her
grandfather. If it was me, | would cry every night. Heidi
was such a brave, strong, lively and positive girl. | loved
all the characters in the story except Miss Rottenmeier. |
felt the warmth of the people surrounding Heidi. Everyone
was so kind to Heidi. | loved how the writer explained
details of nature. When | read the story, | felt like | was
there beside Heidi. The story was more exciting each time

| read. This book is recommended!

Malichatr Suchart, M 1/3

| like the entire story of Heidi because | like how
Heidi is being herself and how she loved everyone. When |
read Heidi, | feel comfortable because | feel like I’'m really
in the mountains, forests and rivers. Heidi is very kind with
grannie and she tried her best for learning how to read
so she could read for grannie. And some of the story are
funny because when Heidi was homesick she had a sleep
walk and everyone thinks that she is a ghost at the first
feeling | had when | read the topic of this chapter | feel
scared but when | know that the ghost was just Heidiin a
sleepwalk | laughed a little bit. Finally, | really like Heidi’s
confidence that she does anything without worrying that
it will be wrong or not - she just does it and if it’s wrong
she will try to fix it with her friends and family and that

is really nice!

Araya Lekprathum, M 1/4

Why did you like or not like the entire story of
Heidi? | liked the Heidi book. It’s a short book but very
fun! | personally don’t like reading. But since this book
is short | was able to finish the book. The reason | like
this book is because of the characters. | like how Heidi
seems to care about everyone. And Peter reminds me of
my brother. | like how Heidi was worried about Grannie
when she came back and read for her. | like how Heidi
gave some of her food to Peter. And | like how Heidi
always misses her grandfather. Heidi is very caring about
everyone during her trips. She’s always curious. | love
how her grandfather misses Heidi so much and doesn’t
want her to go to school. But he still lets her since it’s
the best for her. | love how everyone in the story cares

about Heidi so much.
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From the Mathayom Two Critical
Thinking and Writing Classrooms

With Khru Harry Vanduyne

Last term, in The Power of Passion session of their M2 Creative Thinking and Writing studies with Coach Harry

Vanduyne, students were invited to select a topic that aroused their passion. They then reflected on and described

WHY and HOW their passion became the motivator of their story. They were encouraged to illustrate through some

real-life examples how passion worked for them in a positive way. Through keen observation and excellent written

work Pargate Nimmanheminda (M2/3) is offering us a compelling story that illustrates how a smart combination of

Passion, Perseverance and Parallel Thinking can make dreams come true.

THE PowEr oF PASSION

Passion is a strong feeling of enthusiasm or
excitement for something or for doing something that we
all have within us. We are all enthusiastic and passionate
about something, whether it is a personal ambition and
goal or a life goal. And that passion can be very powerful,

and it is what will help push you forward in life.

Let me tell you a story about Aven, a successful
photography business owner. Aven was just a regular
girl with hopes and dreams. She had had a passion for
photography since she was a child, but her parents would
never let her pursue it. And when it came to choosing a

major in college, she did what her parents wanted her to
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do, she studied to be a doctor. She had never liked it or
been satisfied with what she had learned since the first
year. Her grades were low, she was unhappy, and she was
always tired and depressed. And in her second year, after
much deliberation, she decided to pursue her dreams
and passion by studying for her desired career. She told
her parents, who were furious and did not approve of
her decision in the least. Her parents told her that being
a photographer was a part-time job and that learning
photography would not help her in life. At first, Aven was
furious with her parents, but after a while, she absorbed

their ideas. She knew they were correct when they said
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that studying photography was not the best option. So,
after much thought and consideration, she decided to
attend Business School instead. She would study business
because it is less stressful and requires fewer hours than
medical school, but it would still provide her with skills
and stable jobs if her plans failed. Instead, she would
work part-time as a photographer while studying in college
as well. She talked to her parents about it, and while
they weren't thrilled with the decision, they agreed. She
attended Business School and enjoyed taking photographs
in her spare time. She sold a few of her photos and made
enough money to take additional photography classes to
improve her skills. She had a better time in college as well,
because she had her passion as a motivator. When her
college career came to an end, she decided to combine
what she had learned with her passion and launch a
photography business. Her business wasn't always going
well, but she never gave up because she was passionate
about what she was doing. Her company is now one of
the most successful photography businesses in the world.
And that is the story of the importance of the power of

passion.

mamumifuauwmmmmﬁmqw

Now, in Aven's story, she didn't abandon
everything to pursue her passion, and you shouldn't either.
There's a chance you'll succeed, but it's always a good
idea to have a backup plan. And college wasn't so bad for
her now that she had the power of passion propelling her
forward. She also got to put her knowledge to use, which
may have contributed to her success. But the important
thing is that Aven used the power of passion to push her
and keep her going, which ultimately led to her success,

not just in her business but in her life.

That is why the power of passion is so strong and
significant. Because you don't have to be pushed if you're
working on something that you're passionate about. You
are happy to work and do so joyfully, which will result in
better work and better results. The road to success is not
easy, but with hard work and passion, any dream can be
realized. Following your passions is the most important
thing you can do with your life and work. Find something
you're passionate about and stay invested in it. Follow

your passion, and some day you will find success.

Pargate Nimmanheminda
M.2/3 No.13
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FRENCH RENDEZ-VOUS
C’est en Forgeant qu'on Devient Forgeron
Practice Makes Perfect

With Khru Danucharee Tantha-O-Bhas

M4 French is a year of discovery. One of the biggest challenges for students already fluent in English is the
realisation that they cannot translate the complex linguistic structures they use effortlessly and produce intelligible
French. They must go back to a new set of basics. They know the leters of the alphabet, but the pronunciation
is different; indeed, some of the sounds are completely new. They must familiarize themselves with the most
common phrases and greetings and internalize new linguistic stuctures if they are to communicate meaningfully. It

takes patience.

This year in Khru Danucharee Tantha-O-Bhas’s class, Benyapa Suktrakul, Mintra Ingun and Canisa Viravan

have demonstrated commitment, practising until they achieved perfect scores as can be seen below.
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Greetings by Benyapa Preechaya
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Mintra Ingun Introducing herself (Se présenter)
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Canisa Viravan: Writing about her best friend (Ma meilleure amie)
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Benyapa Suktrakul: writing a weather forecast (La Météo)
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Poetry — MS Listening & Speaking

With Khru Simon Webster

Over 2 weeks during this Semester, online
students in our Mathayom 5 Listening and Speaking
course studied rhyming couplets through poetry and
lyrics and idioms, similes and metaphors, around the
theme of 'emotions’. Students then wrote their own
rhyming couplet poems, including examples of the

studied language and their own metaphor or simile.

Please enjoy two profound, beautiful poems
by Parisa Lertdumrikarn (5/4) and Pat Sevikul (5/5).

Friendship

Friendship is as pure as the driven snow.

Sincere and tender that is what shows.

Cry your heart out as tears pour.

They will comfort you, say they love you more.

Happy times you enjoy they always know.

Celebrate you with smiles that glow.

Walk beside you with passion and no regrets.

A close bond started since the day we met.

Grow together as each of us age.

They will begin with you every new page.

Quality relationships are sparkling gems.

Take good care and you will benefit from them.

But once our strong bonds cannot hold.

True feelings and love cannot be told.

Have a heart to heart talk with mind open.

Words of forgiveness will be spoken.

Acts of kindness and grace toward.

Stronger our trust returns as a reward.

Forever will never let go of my friends.

Together always until the end.

Parisa Lertdumrikarn, 5/4

When did you have the change of heart

Left mine in pieces, shattered apart

You pulled my heartstrings like a toy

Were your intentions to destroy

My heart which laid out on the table

Should have known that it was fatal

What remains of such a feast

A broken pulse that doesn't beat

| took the fall for all your crimes

From fraud to theft you stole my time

An affiliate to the sins you did ploy
A victim of betrayal at the hands of a boy

Our wasted time, | now strike a match

Burn it all, the flames of our past

Memories erased into oblivion

My wounds won’t be your prized medallions

Who knew you were so casually cruel

Faked the heartbreak, and me you ridiculed

Here’s a story, for our future

Soon you’ll find it fairly familiar

Years from now, just you wait and see

A boy’s regrets return in envy

A ¢irl he knew he should’ve kept

A woman now he’ll have to accept

One day a man with one knee down

Will ask for her love, one so profound

Your childish lies and seeds of deception

Led to my undying love and affection

Pat Sevikul, 5/5
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The Ursulines Move to the New World

A Two Part Series by Bryan Jacques

=aU

St Marie of the Incarnation (1599 - 1672), Passionate Missionary and Educator

This article looks at the years 1633-1672, when Marie de 'Incarnation was a missionary in New France

Marie de UIncarnation felt in her heart that she
was being called to work in a far off land, a land new to
Europeans. This feeling was deepened through a vision
she had at Christmas 1633, not long after having taken
her religious vows. In this vision, Marie was with another
woman, not a nun, in a foggy and desolate place unknown
to her. Mary and Jesus were sitting at a small church
looking out over this place. This place was later identified
as New France, an area located in what we now call
Quebec, in eastern Canada. French pioneers and Jesuits
had settled here. The Jesuits were working with the settlers
and local indigenous people in what was a very harsh

environment.

After this vision, | am sure that her desire for
missionary work in New France filled her thoughts whilst
going about her religious duties in the Ursuline Monastery
in Tours, France. Many obstacles came her way, but none
were too great to overcome. Her brother tried to stop
her. | can hear him saying something like, ‘Marie, you
have family duties concerning your son. You must stay
here.” Her French religious brothers and sister would have

probably been saying, ‘Marie, this project really is too

great for you!” Marie knew what her religious calling was
and started corresponding with the Jesuits of New France.

They were very keen for her to join their mission work.

There was yet another hindrance to reaching her
missionary desire. This was money! In 1639, Marie met
a person she knew to be the woman from her vision,
Madeleine de la Peltrie. This lady did have funds, and
she also had a strong calling to move to New France.
So, in May 1639 they were off on an adventure for God,
leaving the comforts of their established lives behind
them. They were accompanied by a very small group of
religious people devoted to the same cause. They set
sail from Dieppe in France for New France. Ships were
wooden in those days and could easily splinter apart. This
nearly happened when they encountered an iceberg, but
drowning on route was not part of God’s plan for them. |
am very sure they were relieved to reach dry land three

months after setting sail. This land was in New France.

Now, God’s missionary plan came into full swing.
| assume that Marie and her group were fully aware of

what lay ahead of them. Personally, I am not sure | would




have been physically and emotionally prepared for the
hardships they were to face. | would have been on the
first ship back to France. What did they do? How did Marie
become so revered, not just in New France, but also in
modern-day Canada? In Canada, one of the many things
Marie of the Incarnation is renowned for, is setting the

foundations of education for the country.

By the time of their arrival, the French had
already formed strong ties, particularly with the Huron
and Algonquin indigenous people. Jesuits and fur traders,
presumably woodcutters too, respected the knowledge
of these people and in no way tried to move them away.
All people in this area treated each other as friends and

lived harmoniously together.

So, why was this seemingly lovely place such
a hostile environment? For the French, everything had
to be done from scratch which would have been very
strenuous. They were also isolated from their extended
families and many of the comforts they had been used
to. For the indigenous people, their lack of immunity to
new European diseases did at first cause some distrust.
Another group of indigenous people, the lroquois, was not
so friendly. The Iroquois would make terror raids on the
Huron, Algonquin and French. | would be sitting in fear at
the thought of a sudden attack from people armed with
dangerous weapons and who had no fear in using them.
As the Iroquois sided with the English, so they would have
been encouraged to attack the French, probably seen as
enemy settlers in a new land. Added to all of this there
were fires, both natural and accidentally man-made,
earthquakes, dangerous wildlife and weather differences

to contend with.

Why did Marie of the Incarnation persevere?
She could have left. | think that | might have decided on
comfort, rather than hardship and devastation. She stayed
to help others. She knew that this was what God wanted
her to do, and since childhood she had cherished the idea
of being a martyr for God. As soon as Marie arrived, the
indigenous Huron and Algonquin, as well as the French
settlers noticed that she was sincere, devoted and hard-
working. They could see that her door was always open

to all, no matter what their background. Her heart told
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her that she must spread religion and also bring French

culture to everyone.

Marie’s background in education meant that
French and indigenous people entrusted their daughters
to her care. She, and the other sisters, taught catechism,
language and literature. They also made sure that girls
were capable in what were then the tasks perceived
as female duties. Marie learnt the local languages and
translated the catechism, prayers and hymns so that the
indigenous girls felt very much worthwhile and at home in
the convent school. In true Ursuline spirit, having finished
their years at school, all girls would return to visit. As
this was their comfortable second home. Not all of the
girls did complete these years of study, but Marie of the
Incarnation had nurtured the skills of her students and
knew that they would be teaching their families these
same skills. Marie’s excellent knowledge of business and
her diplomatic manner meant that she could negotiate
easily with others. She devised ways of improving the
communities. She even spoke sincerely with officials of
the need for French territory to expand to the west of

Quebec and south as far as Louisiana.

There are many more things we could mention

about Marie of the Incarnation. We know these things
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through the correspondence she had with her son, Claude.
This correspondence lasted her entire life. She has been
greatly honoured and remembered in French speaking
Canada, so much so that, in 2008, a documentary/drama
was made of her contribution to the people of the land.
It is called ‘La Folle de Dieu’ (‘Madwoman of God’) by
Daniel Lafond.

Certainly a remarkable Ursuline saint worthy of

great praise.
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