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LVisit to Mater Dei School January 2015

= (*@ Tng Alys Freeman Wa< Lynda Ford, Wellington Girls College, New Zealand

The Mater Dei staff exchange visit has been in
place since 2009. Each year members of staff from
each school visit to observe and to exchange ideas.

At Wellington Girls College | look affer Finance,
Property . | also work with the Board of Trustees on
strengthening links with current parents and former stu-
dents so that they can contribute to the school life
while they are at school and affer they leave.

| appreciated very much meeting with the Princi-

pal Tina Marie and later in the day with Ajarn  Sumitra

who gave up much of her time to provide background
information on the school system in Thailand and Mater Dei’s place in the education system in Bangkok.

It was a pleasure to observe the many facilities in the school. Of special interest was the well-equipped
auditorium and the beautifully kept grounds.

| was delighted to meet parents who participate in the Parent Network which helps support the teachers
and assist with activities outside of the classroom.

My lasting impression of Mater Dei is of the friendly and dedicated staff, and supportive parents and
alumnae.

Alys Freeman

| am the Homestay Manager from Wellington Girls" College, and it has been my job to welcome many
teachers and students from Mater Dei to our school in New Zealand. | was delighted to meet up again with
so many of these students and to find out what has been happening in their lives since we last met. It was
wonderful to renew acquaintances with visiting staff also.

It was a huge privlege and pleasure to spend three days at Mater Dei last week. | was tfreated to
musical & dance performances, enjoyed a Thai cooking class, visited classrooms, the special needs room
in the Elementary School, the counseling room, canteen, library, handcrafts and handstitching classes and
witnessed the enthusiasm of students using Maths Whizz and also enjoyed MD Shop.

| look forward to the next group from Mater Dei who will come to Wellington and the memories we
will create together on that visit.

Thank you to Principal Tina Marie, Ajarn Sumitra and the wonderful staff of Mater Dei School for their
hospitality and kindness and for generously giving so much of their time to answer our many, many questions.
It has been a valuable and enriching experience.

Lynda Ford
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