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WISHUNUANSAO:

Why should we encourage our students to read in English?
How do we encourage reading in English at Mater Dei School?

By Mr.Bryan Jacques

English is the official language of over 50 countries.
English has the second most number of speakers (native and non-native) in the world.
English is the dominant business language of the world and it is the language used in the areas of
aviation, computing, diplomacy, internet, media and science.

English is rich in nuances of sound and vocabulary.

Good questionsl How do we encourage reading?

Why should we encourage reading?

We do have two libraries that are extremely well-stocked with amazing materials. There’s the
Self-Access Learning Centre in Mathayom run by volunteer alumnae and mothers, The centre is filled
with most wonderful novels and reference materials. In Prathom, there’s the Reading Room where more
volunteer mothers give the small kids a space to enjoy the pleasure of reading in English. In classrooms,
some teachers have arranged a relaxing reading corner, a space of its own. Some teachers have
incorporated a ‘reading for pleasure’ component into their work programmes. The more we create

these happy spaces for reading, the more the students will want to read.

In Prathom we also encourage reading through our annual Action Reading competition, where
extracts from famous children’s literature are chosen for students to investigate and present. The op-
portunity is given to delve into the characters and story. Students are thus encouraged to read more
of the book to see what happens. They develop empathy with characters and situations. They are
given the chance to decide what they think is good and not so good. These are skills that can easily

be transferred to real life situations, thus very relevant in becoming aware of the surrounding world.

Based on the quality of speeches and talks delivered in English by many Mater Dei students for

school assemblies and other similar occasions, they appear to be reading quite extensively. A great

auun 47 0N 12 UmsAng 2558 Mater Dei News 9
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WISEUNUNSA:

deal of the inspiration they draw on in their preparations comes from the materials and references they
have read and understood. We also have students successfully applying for exchange programmes,
scholarships, overseas courses and Ursuline excursions o English speaking regions. How do they manage

in these situations? It could have all started from a delight in reading.

If you encourage your daughter to read, it will lead to improvement in many other ways too.
Her imagination will develop. Her vocabulary will improve naturally, without having to put in huge extra
efforts to learn vocabulary lists. This is because she is learning interesting and useful information through
reading what she wants to read, so remembering and extending vocabulary becomes easier. If she
reads lots, her sentence structure and grammar will also improve in a natural and interesting manner
too. This means she will feel good about writing and want to express herself more in this way because

she knows she can do if.

If your daughter’s friends see her enjoying the benefits of reading, they will surely be encouraged
to read too. In a way, it's like sharing and group support, which are good values in our ‘Serviom’

environment,

Finally, if your daughter reads, she will do better at school. One reason is that reading improves
concentration. It also relaxes the body and calms the mind. If your daughter can read, she will be
able to express herself in so many situations. Her brain will have developed and, in the same way
as exercising benefits our bodies, her brain will have improved through reading. As she gefs better at
it, she’ll want to read more. Start easy! It's better to build up confidence. Your daughter will know
when she’s ready for more challenging reading. Just let her entertain herself through reading, making

sure it’s in a comfortable and reloxing place.

The encouragement to read in English we are giving at Mater Dei is a wonderful support for

our students.

10 Mater Dei News QUUN 47 ON 12 UMSANW 2558
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An efficient to;ol N Student-Centered
Classroom : MDLC

By MissYuming Zhang

MDLC MDLC-Mater Dei Learning Circle brings about
Connection ' a striking effect every period | use it and here is
some personal experience on using MDLC:
Big Pict

MDLC , .
I L oW 16 LEG: l Before | start teaching a new lesson, | will
; always ask students some inferesting and related

R x Learning
eflection S . . . .
- Activities questions to capture their attention, and all their
- - answers will be connected to their prior knowledge.

Practice

Once the connection is formed, their Chinese dic-

fionaries which have been built in their minds will
start to search and their minds become receptive
to new knowledge.

Step 2: Big Picture

After they have the rough idea about what to learn, it's time fo fell them the exact topic they
are going to learn and what | want them to know and be able to do. If there wil be a task for
them, it's better to tell them before teaching, therefore the motivation to complete a task could keep
them paying attention in class.

The above steps, CONNECTION and BIG PICTURE, are quite important, not only in one period, but
also in a complete leaning circle with regards to the result we can getf, which is to make students
play an active role in learning.

Steps 3+4: Learning Activities and Practice

In these two steps | use the See-Judge-Act Model. This three-step model could occur in the
process of learning every word. Let me give an example to make it clear. The topic of one lesson is
‘Mom is in the kitchen’ with the model as follows:

See - Pictures of a beautiful kitchen with someone in if.

Judge - To think what room it is, who is in the picture and what he/she is doing.

Act - To practice reading the Chinese word )fﬂ )%(ki‘rchen) and make a short sentence about
someone doing something in the kitchen.

The students made the sentence, 'Mom is cooking in the kitchen’. To make this sentfence in Chinese

students needed another word they hadn’t yet learnt ﬁﬁ((cook), and they were so excited to accept
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Wi Another activity for this lesson was to draw a house with at Ieo%tseven rooms, with one person

c!omg something in each room. They then had to make a Chlnese sem‘ence for each room. Here is
some excellent student work.

S e i i

Steps 5+6: Reflection and Assessment

Reflection is used fo help students bring the knowledge they’ve learnt together in their own mind

to make sense of what has just been taught or shared by the teacher or friends in class. Assessment
is a step for teacher to measure the level of students’ success. So in this case, reflection could be a
summary and an analysis of their work, Assessment could be student presentations

Although the class is finished, but learning should be contfinued, It is “application”. Teacher needs

to encourage students to bring the knowledge they’'ve learnt out of the classroom and apply it in ‘real
life” For example, they can make a daily conversation with other students

Finally, | summarized the whole teaching process by quoting Mark Van Doren: ‘The art of teaching

is the art of assisting discovery’. Students are the ‘center’ of the classroom. MDLC indeed helps them

discover their natural giffs and develop them.
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Mater Dei and the O-NET Exams, Part 1

What is the O-NET?

The O-NET, or the Ordinary National Educa-
fional Test, was begun in 2005 for Thai 12th grade
and extended to 6th grade in 2007 and to 9th
grade in 2008. NIETS, or the National Institute of
Educational Testing Service, a public organization,
is responsible for managing the O-NET.

The purpose of the O-NET is to assess the
academic proficiency of Thai students in the nao-
fional curriculum at three levels of schooling: end
of primary (Prathom 6), end of lower secondary
(Matthayom 3), and end of upper secondary (Mat-
thayom 6). O-NET results have also been considered
as a factor in university admissions.

Through the year 2014 the natfional core
curriculum consisted of eight subjects: 1) Thai Lan-
guage; 2) Mathematics; 3) Science; 4) Social Sci-
ence, Religion, and Culture; 5) Health and Physical
Education; 6) Art; 7) Career and Technology; and
8) Foreign Languages (English). Each O-NET exam
takes from 30 minutes to two hours, depending on
the subject and grade level.

The web site of the NIETS has announced
that beginning this year, 2015, for future testing the
core curriculum has been redefined as five subjects:
1) Thai Language; 2) Mathematics; 3) Science;

4) Social Science, Religion, and Culture; and

5) Foreign Languages (English).

Problems with the O-NET

In its ten years of existence, the NIETS and

the O-NET have. been heavily criticized. A main
concern has been the low absolute scores in all
even Thai reached 50%

subjects; laonguage has

correct in only a few years and grades. When
the O-NET results for 2011 were released, the then
prime minister's comment was *| can’t believe that
our children can be this stupid.” Some observers
point out that the O-NET in fact does not follow
the national curriculum very closely, so students are
not prepared for what seem to be very difficult
questions.

Teachers, parents, and commentators have
seized on specific questions in the various O-NET
sections as being wrong or silly or unanswerable.
One result of this was a decision a few years ago
by NIETS to stop releasing past tests fo the public.
NIETS had never released its answer keys and now
both the questions and the answers are “secret.”

There were considerable administrative probo-
lems at NIETS in the early years leading to delays
and errors in reporting the results. These problems
now seem mostly to have been solved.

Mentioned less often but still a serious issue
for educators trying to improve their schools from
the O-NET results is the considerable variation in the
scores from year to year. There are offen swings of
5% up to 10% or more in the national averages in
a subject from one year to the next. The national
average for P6 is based on just under one million
student exam scores, that for M3 on just under

900,000 scores, and that for M6 on just over 300,000
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scores. With sample sizes this large, it is not possible
that normal statistical variation could account for
such large differences in the averages from year to
year.. Similarly, with mostly the same teachers and
the same curriculum across the nation, it is highly
unlikely that mathematics or English scores could
have gotften even 5% better or worse in just one
year. The simplest explanation is that not only are
the tests difficult, but they also have varied greatly
in difficulty from year to year.

The reader will note in this report that for
most subjects and grade levels, national scores were
relafively high in 2008, dropping sharply to 2010
before recovering for a more consistent trend from
2011 to 2014. This suggests that the various subject
tests may be becoming more stable by difficulty.

In spite of these problems, it is still possible
to learn from the past O-NET results. We have
complete data for seven years, 2008—2014, and
we can compare the Mater Dei scores with the
national averages. Because of the variation from
year to year, we shall look not only at the absolute
values, but also af Mater Dei as a percentage
of the national average for each subject in each
year. For example, if the national average was
20% for a particular subject and grade level and
the Mater Dei average was 50%, then 50 divided
by 20 equals 2.5 or 250%. This says the Mater Dei
figure is two and one half times or 250% higher
than the national.

In this review we shall focus on the five

core subjects that have been announced for 2015:

Thai, math, science, social studies, and English. Part

auun 47
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1 of this report covers English and mathematics and

Part 2 includes science, Thai, and social studies.

English

In the broad terms, Mater Dei performance
on the O-NET English test in recent years has been
very strong relative to the national average. Our
P6 students have scored around 80% correct on
English; our M3s have been in the 70% range; and
our Mé6s at the 60% level — all well above the
corresponding national average.
Matthayom 6: Over the past four years the nation-
al average score for English for Mé students has
been in the range of 22-25% (dashed line in Chart
1). Because the test is multiple choice with either
four or five answer choices, this means that if a
student simply “guessed” at the answers randomly,
we would expect her to get 25% correct for four
answer multiple choice questions and 20% correct for
five answer choices — purely by random chance.
These figures then suggest that nationally there is
almost no genuine knowledge of English at all: it

is all a random guess.

Chart 1. M6: English O-NET Scores,
2008-2014
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Mater Dei M6 students, however, have
regularly achieved about 60% correct answers on
English (solid line in Chart 1), which is 2.6—2.7 fimes
higher than the national average. As the shaded
portion in Chart 1 shows, this is 273% (n 2011) tfo
261% (in 2014) higher than the national average.
Matthayom 3: Nationally, M3 students, with an
average score of 27-30% in recent years (dashed

line Chart 2), have done a little better than Mé.

Chart 2. M3: English O-NET Scores,
2008-2014
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Mater Dei’'s M3 students, however, have maintained
their margin of superiority over the national average.
Their approximately 70% correct over the period
from 2008 to 2014 is 2.3—2.4 times greater than
the national average (shaded portion of Chart 2).
However, there may have been a slight decline
in the past couple of years (68—66%, solid line,
Chart 2).

Prathom 6: The national average for P6 English has
been slightly higher (34—38%. dashed line in Chart

3) than that for M3 in recent years

Chart 3. P6: English O-NET Scores,
2008-2014
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P6 students from Mater Dei have done
extremely well on the O-NET English test with av-
erage scores above 80% in three of the last four
years. The sharp decline in 2013 seems to have
disappeared in 2014.

Accordingly, Mater Dei scores have been 220% to
240% (2.2 to 2.4 ftimes) greater than the national

average in recent years (shaded area, Chart 3).

Comparison Chart 4 compares the Mater Dei Eng
lish scores as a percent of the national average
for each grade level (these are the same figures

as from the shaded portions of Charts 1-3).

Chart 4. English: Mater Dei Average Score
as % of National, by Grade Level, 2008-14
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This chart shows that, compared to the national
average, our Mater Dei M6 students are relatively
stronger in English than either our M3s or Pés. Mater
Dei Més score 2.6—2.7 times higher than the rest of
the nation’s Més, whereas our M3s and Pés score
2.3—2.4 times as high as the national averages.
our older students are

In other words, relatively

stronger nationally than are our younger students.

Mathematics

In general, Mater Dei M6 and M3 have had
similar results on the mathematics O-NET in recent
years (45-50% correct, solid lines, Charts 5 and 6).
Mater Dei P6 has done better on average (65-75%
Chart 7) but there has been greater variation.
Matthayom 6: In the past four years, the national
average score for mathematics for Mé has been in
the 20 to 23% range — essentially what you would
get guessing at random with four or five answer

questions (dashed line, Chart 5).

Chart 5. M6: Mathematics
ONET Scores, 2008-2014
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As was the case with English, mathematics
also saw a huge drop in natfional average scores
from 36% in 2008 to just 15% in 2010. Since these
averages are based on at least 300,000 students,
the reason had to be problems with the test ques-
fions.

Mater Dei M6 students (solid line, Chart 5)
have achieved average scores of 45—47% in three
of the last four years. Although there has been
some variation, recent Mater Dei Mé scores have
been at least twice the national averages (230% in
2013 and 214% in 2014, or 2.3—2.1 times greaten).
Matthayom 3: Nationwide, M3 students have an-
swered one-quarter to one third (24% to 33%) of
the math questions correctly in the period from

2008 to 2014 (dashed line, Chart 6).

Chart 6. M3: Mathematics
O-NET Scores, 2008-2014
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Mater Dei M3 students have achieved correct scores
of 43% to 53% in the last four years (solid line,
Chart 6) which is a substantial 10-point variation.
Taking the Mater Dei score as a percent of the
national average shows that our M3s have scores

that are 1.6 to 1.8 times higher than the national.
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Prathom 6: Chart 7 shows considerable variation for
Prathom 6 both for Mater Dei and for the national
average in mathematics O-NET scores. For example,
the national average was 52% in 2011, dropping
to 36% in 2012 and recovering to 42% in 2013
(dashed line, Chart 7). Once again, this suggests
there have been problems in designing exams of

comparable difficulty from year to year.

Chart 7. P6: Mathematics
O-NET Scores, 2008-2014
e Mater Dei = == = National
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J Mater Dei P6 Math as % of National:
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Mater Day P6 students generally follow the

national pattern, but with rather wide swings of
eight or more percent points over the past four
years (solid line, Chart 7). As a percent of the
national average in each year, Mater Dei Pés have
maintained a margin of 170% to 180% (1.7—1.8
times) over the national average during the past

three years.

Comparison: Chart 8 plots the percentage differ-
ence between Mater Dei and the national average
for each grade level and year. These are the same
figures as in the shaded portions of Charts 5—7. This
chart shows (solid line) that Mater Dei Mé performs
better relative to the national average in three out
of four recent years than do either our M3 or Pé.
In other words, our Més are farther ahead of the

rest of the Mé6 nation in mathematics than are our

other two grade levels.

Chart 8. Math: Mater Dei O-NET Score as
% of National, By Grade, 2008-2014
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To be confinued.
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Ayutthaya

By Khru Nuttawut Pikunni

My colleagues and | went to Ayutthaya together on Saturday, September 26, 2015. It was a

pilgrimage for the Catholic teachers. Ayutthaya was the first place in Thailand where Catholics settled.
Moreover, this province has a wonderful religious diversity, It has many Buddhist temples and Catholic
Churches.

When every teacher was seated on the bus, we then started the journey of discovery into 350
years of Catholic education in Thailand. First we visited Saint Joseph Church. This beautiful church has
a long history. We had a chance to join in Catholic rituals. After that, we went to the Portuguese
vilage which is a holy place. The Portuguese were the first to bring Christianity to Thailand.

Later we went on the boat, ate good food and absorbed the atmosphere along the Chao Phraya
River. We were very happy with the new experiences together. We hope that we will have a chance
to visit this place again.

I was impressed with this trip, because | leant about the history of Saint Joseph Catholic Church
and Catholic rituals. | would like fo recommend this church to anyone who is inferested in the Catholic
way of worship. One special action that | can now appreciate is that Catholics make a sign of the

cross to welcome the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit into their hearts.
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