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Mater Dei and the O-NET Exams, Part 2

By Dr.Nyle Spoelstra

Science

Matthayom 6 The national average for Mé O-NET Science
has hovered around one third (28%—34%, dashed line in Chart
9) for the past seven years. Mater Dei Mé students have
done somewhat better, with 41% to 44% correct in recent
years (solid line, Chart 9). The Mater Dei average score as a
percentage of the natfional average has been in the range
of 133% to 142% in most years (shaded portion of Chart 9).
Matthayom 3 The M3 national average for O-NET Science
has also averaged about one-third correct over the full period
2008—2014, but it may have begun to improve slightly in
the past three years (dashed line, 35% to 39%, 2012—2014,
Chart 10).

Except for 2008 and 2010, Mater Dei M3 students

have been in the range of 50—57% correct in most years
(solid line, Chart 10). Accordingly, the ratio of the Mater Dei
average to the national average has been 1.4 to 1.6 in
recent years (shaded portion of Chart 10); in other words,
Mater Dei is scoring about 50% betfter than the rest of the
country in M3 Science.
Prathom 6 In recent years the national Prathom 6 aver-
age scores for Science have been about the same as the
Matthayom 3 scores: 37%—42% in 2012—14, dashed line,
Chart 11). Unlike M3, however, national Pé scores held at
the 40% level in earlier years as well (dashed line, 39%—42%
in 2009—2011).

Except for the usual outlier in 2008, Mater Dei P6 stu-
dents have regularly scored in the 50%—58% range on the
O-NET Science (solid line, Chart 11). Even though the swings
from year to year have sometimes been large, the relative
position of Mater Dei to the national average has been a
fairly constant 135% to 144% (shaded portion of Chart 11).
In other words, Mater Dei has scored a bit more than a

third better than all Thai Pés in O-NET Science.
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Chart 9. M6: Science O-NET Scores,

2008-2014
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Chart 10. M3: Science O-NET Scores,
2008-2014
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Chart 11. P6: Science O-NET Scores,
2008-2014
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Thai Language

Matthayom 6 All M6 students have been scoring in the 42%
to 51% range (dashed line, Chart 12) on the Thai language
O-NET and there may have been a slight improvement in
recent years. Mater Dei Mé students have regularly scored
in the 59% to 69% range on this exam (solid line, Chart 12),
which is 40% to 50% higher than the entire Mé population
(shaded portion of Chart 12 which mostly shows values of
140% to 148%).

Matthayom 3 The national M3 Thai Language results are
very uneven, rising from the 35%-43% level in 2008-2010 to
54% in 2012 and then faling back to 35% again in 2014
(dashed line, Chart 13). Mater Dei M3 students have followed
the national pattern — up and then down again (solid line
Chart 13). Thus the position of Mater Dei relative to the
national average has been fairly constant: 124% to 149%
over the period (shaded portion, Chart 13).

Prathom 6 As was the case for M3, the national Pé Thai
Language averages show considerable variation from year
to year, rising from a low of 31% in 2010 to 50% the next
year, 2011, and then setting back to the 45-46% level in
recent years (dashed line, Chart 14). Mater Dei Pés have
followed the national pattern (solid line, Chart 14) but their
degree of superiority over the natfional average has been
smaller relafive to some other subjects: 124% to 135% in

recent years (shaded portion Chart 14).

UstudrudommsrAng 12

Chart 12. M6: Thai Language O-NET
Scores, 2008-2014
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Chart 13. M3: Thai Language O-NET
Scores, 2008-2014
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Chart 14. P6: Thai Language O-NET
Scores, 2008-2014
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Social Studies, Religion and Culture

Matthayom 6 Apart from one year, 2010, the natfional av-
erage for Mé6 Social Studies (including Religion and Culture)
has regularly been in the range of 33% to 37% (dashed
line, Chart 15). The Mater Dei average (solid line, Chart
15) has closely followed the national one. The Mater Dei
scores expressed as a percentage of the national average
have run from 128% up to 146% (shaded portion, Chart
15). Although there is some variation, on average Mater
Dei M6 students have scored about one-third better than
the national average.

Matthayom 3 The results for M3 Social Studies are similar
to those for Mé. The national average has been at the
39%-47% level (dashed line, Chart 16), while the Mater Dei
average has been somewhat higher at 54% to 65% (solid
line, Chart 16). Again, Mater Dei students have scored about
one third better than the national average (shaded portion,
Chart 16) on average over the period.

Prathom 6 Both the national and the Mater Dei P6 aver-
ages for Social Studies show a reverse “S” curve, rising from
2009 to 2011, declining to 2013 and rising again in 2014.
In general, Mater Dei students are performing at one-third
to one-half better than the Pés nationwide (Mater Dei is
130%—150% higher than the national: see shaded portion
of Chart 17).
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Chart 15. M6: Social Studies O-NET
Scores, 2008-2014
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Chart 16. M3: Social Studies O-NET
Scores, 2008-2014
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Chart 17. P6: Social Studies O-NET
Scores, 2008-2014
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Summary

For the O-NET as it is currently constfituted, the most
meaningful comparison is the ratio of the Mater Dei average
to the national average — i.e., Mater Dei as a percentage
of the national — for each subject and year, for the past

three to four years.

Range of Recent Ratios of Mater Dei Average
Scores to National Average Scores

(Mater Dei score divided by natfional average score)

Grade Level

Core Subject M6 M3 P6

English 26—27 23—24 2124
Mathematics 20—23 1.6—1.8 1.56—1.8
Science 1.2—1.4 1.4—1.6 1.4—1.5
Thai Language 1.4—1.5 1.2—1.4 1.2—1.4
Social Studies 1.3—1.4 1.3—1.5 1.3—1.5

On this basis, the superior performance of Mater Dei
students in English is very apparent: the Mater Dei average
score in English in recent years has been more than double
the national average at each of the three grade levels.
For Mé, the Mater Dei average was a remarkable 2.6—2.7
fimes higher than the national average; for M3 and P6 it
was 2.1—2.4 times greater.

Mater Dei students also have performed very well
in mathematics. The average score for our Més has been
twice or more than the national average in recent years
(2.0—2.3 times), while the mathematics average for our M3s
and Pés has been 1.5 to 1.8 times the national average.

Mater Dei students have a very respectable record
in the other subjects in the core national curriculum, with
average grades that are 25% to 50% higher than the na-

fional average.
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Tips to Improve Your Chinese

By Ms. Yuming Zhang & Mr. Yongkang Wang

Prathom girls, perhaps learning Chinese sometimes seems hard, boring or even daunting to some
of you. But you should know that learning Chinese is not actually as hard as you think. We hope
this short artficle will attract your attention and passion, so that you can start on a new journey. of

learning chinesse.

By Miss Alisa Tangkosakul P.4/1

Girls in Prathom 1-3, At this stage your focus is to build up your Chinese vocabulary. There is no
hurry to speak Chinese like a native speaker, Just pay attention to your Laoshi’'s and friends’ pronun-
ciation in class. Although it takes time for your ears to get used to Chinese pronunciation, just believe
in the saying, "Well begun is half done.” So during these three years, you need to do more and more
listening and reading. Perhaps sometimes you won’t even understand the meanings and why there are
Pinyin and characters, but don’t be discouraged, As long as your foundation is solid and sftrong, your
Chinese vocabulary will stay in your mind and learning Chinese will gets easier and easier.

The Chinese book you are learning from, Monkey King Chinese, includes many inferesting topics
such as body parts, clothing, food, seasons, location and shopping. It will be very helpful if you listen
to the CD a lot. At this stage, you need to do some writing practice too, to learn to write some

simple Chinese in the correct way.
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Girls in Prathom 4-5, now you have built up your Chinese vocabulary. Some of you may
not have notficed yet, but these words are firmly in your minds. Now you must acquire some simple
rules about using the Chinese language, so that besides phrases and short sentences as examples in
the book, you can draw inferences about using phrases and sentence patfterns. Regarding learning
it’s important for you to master the basic characters such as—-+ (1-10), A (people), Wi
(hil), B (horse), B, (bird),

in your minds, you will notice that the majority of Chinese characters are easy to remember,

characters,
£ (fish), O (mouth), B (sun) and B (moon). Once these basic characters are
because
The characters’

they all consist of these basic ones. shapes which have many strokes are easy to

remember too.

Girls in Prathom 6. Now that you know lots of vocabulary, you can read lots of characters. It is
now fime now for you fto learn some longer sentences. Perhaps it is hard for you to make up sentences
on your own, but reading and understanding easy dialogues or passages in Pinyin is not hard work for
you. You can make up easy passages by following examples, which means you will improve a lot in

learning Chinese, and the day to speak Chinese fluently is not far away from you.
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By Miss Pancharnun Terawanistsan P.6/3

Miss Thanita Temsukying P.6/3

Finally, Chinese is like all other languages: don’t rush for results. Just keep focused on learning

day by day, step by step, you will succeed one day.
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Music

By Mr.Bryan Jacques

You must all be aware of the wonderful music
programs at Mater Dei School, in both Thai and
Western genres. The students participating in these
programs benefit from the opportunity to explore a
great variety of styles from many cultures in a very
relaxed environment, These styles include traditional,
folk, classical, pop, and a great deal more. What
a marvelous way to learn about culture and, at
the same time, develop skills that will impact their

lives in a positive way and never be forgotten.

As learning to play a musical instrument in-

volves a great deal of individual effort it develops

skills in  craftsmanship, discipline, memory, physical

skills and self-expression.  As learning to play a

musical instrument also focuses on action and
involvement with others, it helps develop better
skills in communication, cooperation and teamwork.
Students learn to conquer fear, solve problems, take
risks and think creatively through constant rehearsal
and performance.  All of this will surely result in

multi-dimensional people with flexible minds.

Compassion and empathy are important in
the Ursuline spirit of Serviom. They are also devel-

oped in a positive manner through active music
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education.  Students work with people of varying
backgrounds and ages from within and out of the
school environment. The school-based music teach-
ers are constantly on-hand fo provide knowledge,
encouragement and sincere inspiration.  The music
students become more like a family as they work
very closely together. The music rooms are in a
way like family rooms. These are areas that the
students feel are their own. They are safe plac-
es away from others. It's here that the students

can experiment, make mistakes, make progress
and develop excellent skills in a kind environment.
Students rehearse and perform in ensembles and
bands, which bring warmth, depth and beauty to
many school functions. From the fime our musicians
start learning and working together, they quickly

develop respect toward others, especially as they

aswavAuISaUSEMSWNILN

learn of and meet with musicians from other places,
broadening their respect of people and the cultures
they come from. This is a wonderful thing.
In our school environment, it's interesting to
note that music has many cross-curricular links.
These areas which include social sciences, science,
physical education, mathematics, language studies,
reading, advanced logic and theatre arts. If you
surf the infernet you will find out more details on

how this is possible.

What a wonderful experience for our students.
They learn that consistent dedicated effort can re-
sult in the creation of beauty the achievement of
excellence which can also be valued in so many

other life and learning areas.
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