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Stand for What Is Right and Just
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His saving presence will remain in our land.
Love and Faithfulness will meet.
Righteousness and peace will embrace.
Human loyalty will reach up from the earth,

And God’s righteousness will look down from heaven.

Psalm 85, 9-11
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The Mater Dei Writing Showcase, 2016

Ing Dr. Nyle Spoelstra uﬁ.‘:f)ﬂl.‘:ﬁgﬂ’]ﬂ’)iﬁm]ki

This year Mater Dei students are spending more class fime improving their writing. How well a
person writes says a lot about how good that person’s English is. To encourage writing throughout the
school, Mater Dei will have a Writing Showcase fo recognize and to honor good essay writing from
our students.

Four divisions will compete at different times during the school year.

. Division 1: M.6 July, 2016

o Division 2: M4 -5 November, 2016
. Division 3: M2 - 3 January, 2017

. Division 4: P.6 - M.1 January, 2017

All students will write their essays during their writing class periods. The fopic for each division
will be announced 24 hours before the writing period begins. The essay will be “formal writing” — the
kind of writing that is required for standardized national and international English tests and for university
entrance.

There will be two rounds of judging. Up to ten essays in each division will be shortlisted in Round
1. These writers will then work with a few judges in Round 2 to explain and correct their essays for a
final selection of first, second and third place plus honorable mentions in each division. The judges for
Round 1 will be Mater Dei English teachers. The judges for Round 2 will be our native speaker English
teachers.

Essays will be judged on the following:

. The approach to the topic is clear and well-focused.

. The main ideas are clear and well-supported.

. The essay is well-organized with an infroduction, supporting details, and a conclusion.
3 Words and phrases used are accurate, natural and vivid.

. All sentences are well constructed and have varied structure and length.

. The writer makes few errors in grammar, mechanics and spelling.

The first and second place essays will be printed in Mater Dei News for all students, parents,
alumnae and friends of Mater Dei School to read. All winners will receive a certificate from the Ajarn
Yai to add to their portfolios.

The best of luck to all of our student authors in the Mater Dei Writing Showcase, 2016!

8 Mater Dei News 0UUN 49 UA 18 UMsFANWY 2559
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To put everyone in the mood for the Mater Dei Writing Showcase, 2016, we are printing some
excellent essays from the M3 class taught last year by Khun Khru Karen Ang. Please remember that
these are student essays so there are a few mistakes in them. But the generally high quality of the
writing far outweighs the small number of errors that we have allowed to remain. (To save space, the

sources used for each essay are not shown.)

3D Printing Your Own Clothes — Could It Be the New Face of Fashion?
By Ms. Anjalina Mingcharoen (currently M4/2)

Going to a ball with your prince tonight but you don’t have time to go shopping for a dress?
A 3D printer is the closest you'll get to your own fairy godmother to get an ouftfit instantly. With a
3D printer, finding and putting together an outfit would never be eacsier. It takes away the hassle of
shopping and personalizes items so that they are perfect for you.

Occasional shopping is fun, but think of what you have to go through to get only a few items
of clothing. Whether it's a traffic jam, an annoying shop assistant, or an ache in your calves afterwards,
shopping can be an exhausting experience. There is so much effort being put into finding the perfect
outfit, when it could possibly be produced under your own roof. | recall shopping for an outfit for my
piano concert and wishing that it were as easy as puling the perfect jacket out of my computer
screen. It was months later when | discovered that it was not just another one of my wishful fantasies,
and could, in fact, be done with today’s advanced technology.

According to design student Danit Peleg, who 3D-printed an entire fashion collection, she was
able to print a last minute outfit for an event with the help of a downloadable 3D design of a dress
and a 3D printer. This opens up new perspectives of how textiles will be produced in the future, which
would allow individuals to produce their own clothing. Thus, we would never have to roam department
stores for hours on end for clothes ever again.

With the idea of this fechnology, textiles could be customized according to individual needs with-
out having to step outside. All you need is a computer program and your measurements. An example
of a virtual dressing room was launched by H&M in 2008. It allows customers to create a measure-
ment-wise accurate avatar so that shoppers can visualize how they would look in the clothes they
selected. Since then, technology has advanced, and people can now alter the color, shape, and size
of their virtual clothes and print them out. As Miss Peleg had stated, I could design my own textiles
and manufacture my own clothes, all from my own home, (...) as technologies evolve, we will soon

be all printing clothes at home.”

auun 49 0N 13 Umsfing 2559 Mater Dei News 9
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Some people think that 3D printers are too expensive, therefore, unaffordable for people with a
middle class income. While that is currently frue, once the technology is mass-produced, the price will
lower. Take the flat screen televisions for example. When the model first came out in the late 1930°s,
it cost nearly $10,000. Nowadays you can find superior versions flatter, clearer, nearly three times the
size, for about $300 or less. Even if the inifial set up costs are high, in the long run, with investments
from high-tech producers and suitable materials, and no labor cost in the production process, it could
cost a lot less than the clothes from your favorite stores.

Considering how much easier printing out your own clothes could be, it seems like a good invest-
ment for the near future. 3D clothes printing would provide convenience in selecting the perfect outfit

and would take away all the trouble of tiresome conventional shopping. Think of all the possibilities!

Youth in Competitive Sports
By Ms Khanya Cornelia Thanaboonsombat (currently M4/4)

“Sometimes my body is aching, but | always think, ‘why am | in this? Why do | love ice skating
so much?’ That's what makes me persevere, that’'s what maokes me keep on going.” -Michele Kwan.
The above quote shows that the dedication required in sports can be difficult, but young people should
be involved in competitive sports because the skills they learn promote maturity. Being involved in
competitive sports allow young people to develop a high level of dedication and strive for excellence.

Firstly, young people should be involved in competitive sports because it allows them to develop
a high level of dedication. According to the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), “There are
over 400,000 NCAA student-athletes, and most of us will go pro in something other than sports.” A
study through Cornell University led by Kevin M. Kniffin found that youth involved in competitive sports
improved not only, early career and job prospects, but also helped with career goals down the road.
An athlete needs to set goals and other skills to succeed in their sport and those skills carry over in
real life as well. In order to succeed, the athletes need to practice and never give up and always

learn new skills.
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Secondly, young people need competitive sports as a motivator to strive for excellence. As |
am an ice skafer, | know about the challenges as a young athlete. | have been skafing for three
years and it was challenging to learn routfines for competition.  As some skills get more difficult, | sfill
try to do my best to keep on learning. An excellent athlete will have to keep making new goals and
not be discouraged. My coach, Sidney Morgan says, “even though you cannot do this movement
today, it's okay. But | am sure that one day, you will be able to do it. You just need to keep on
practicing.” This encourages me fo never give up and stay strong.

Some critics argue that young people shouldn’t be involved in competitive sports because they are
too time consuming, so young people will not have enough free time to do something else. However,
if young people are in competitive sports, it will help students schedule their time well. Students who
join competitive sports will arrange their time fo practice their sports, 1o do homework and fo have free
tfime. For example, | arrange my time by practicing my sport 50%., doing homework 40% and having
free time 10% so | can have good quality of life. Also, every student will have a school break. By
having this break all athletes can have more time to do other hobbies such as watching TV, listening
to music and playing with their friends.

Competitive sports help young people mature not only through learning new skills but having
an improved aftitude about winning or losing. All youth should join some type of sports or activity
because it's fun and always different in many ways. Trust me, if you don’t try, you will never know

how amazing it is!
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Second Language Learning
Start Them Young

Mr. Bryan

With exposure to life in two or more languag-
es, children have a greater chance of developing
a deeper appreciation for humanity and culture.
They will be able to interact more successfully with
others and generally have a greater passion for
learning. Bilingual children usually display better
critical thinking skills, problem solving skills and great-
er mental flexibility, which should lead to beftter

academic performance.

If you're raising your children in a truly bilin-
gual home, you're doing them a wonderful service.
Your children can intuitively differentiate between
fwo languages during infancy, thus gleaning the
benefits of growing up with two languages from a
young age. In toddler and early primary years it
is easier for children to internalize material naturally,
absorbing sounds, structures, intonation patterns and
rules without even being aware that they are doing
it.  This means that if they are genuinely opened
to both languages, they will be able to speak both
longuages fluently, with no sign of accent. This
also means that learning further languages shouldn’t

create huge headaches and they should be able

to learn them at a more rapid pace.

These children are likely to succeed more
easily at school because they are more adept at
verbal and written communication, as this area of
their brain has been activated at an early age.
They will ‘also be better at reasoning., remembering,

thinking, working with numbers, mulfi-tasking and

Jacques

considering things from more than one perspective,
all because, at an early age, they internalized
ways of being selective with regards to pertinent
information.  This means quite an impressive life
ahead of them, resulting in inferesting career doors
opening for them. What a wonderful journey for
them, especially as the world is in such need of
people who can easily communicate in more than
one language, and who are readily accepting of
the cultural differences these children have come

to accept as normal in their bi/multi-lingual families.

Mater Dei is positively supporting second lan-
guage skills. I'm sure many of you are supporting
this in your home life too. Apart from parents
who are native speakers, many of you are quite
proficient in English. Please always know what is
happening in your children’s classrooms, reinforcing
this atf home with things such as flashcards, books,
videos and games. You should also, through any
means possible, constantly expose them to people
who speak any new language they are learning.
If the language is new to you, you could also start
learning that language, making the language active
and worthwhile to the entire family. It's good for

your children to see your support.

Reference:
e ‘Why Kids Get Ahead Learning a Second Lan-
guage’ by Angie Shifleft (from internet site More4Kids)
e 'The Benefits of Learning a Language Young’

(from internet site Language Stars)
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“I ' am here in your midst with Jesus my love
and yours, lending aid to your prayers.”

(Angela Merici, Last Counsel)
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