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His Majesty, the Late
King Bhumibol Adulyade]

5 December 1927 — 13 October 2016

Strength of the Land, Incomparable Power

Over the many years | have been associated with Mater Dei School, | have always been im-
pressed with the honour and respect shown to His Majesty, the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej. The King
was an alumnus of this school for a short, yet very special time.

The King held a number of Catholic Church projects close to His heart and is known fto have
attended many Church and Church School functions throughout His reign. A highpoint of Catholic
association was in 2014, when the King and the 10 Dioceses of the Catholic Church in Thailond were
honoured by the receipt of relics of both Pope John XXl and Pope John Paul ll, embodying respect
from the Vatican for the King’s kind work with these Popes.

Throughout His life, King Bhumibol Adulyadej honoured the name He was blessed with at birth,
a name meaning ‘Strength of the Land, Incomparable Power’. As the ninth monarch of the Chakri
Dynasty, He humbly devoted almost 71 years of His life to supporting the people of His beloved Thai-
lond. As the ‘Development King’, He carefully planned the positive development of Thailond in stages.
This development included large-scale irrigation projects, as well as the sufficiency economy theory to
support the rural areas. He really did have a feeling for the needs of His people and accomplished
these deeds with creativity and foresight. His kind heart will be greatly missed.

The two memorial Masses held at Mater Dei School were very honourable. One was held for
staff at the beginning of Semester 2. The other, on 1st November, was organised by the Alumnae
Associafion. There were so many atftending that there was barely room to stand. Such wonderful ap-
preciation! A number of the alumnae present at this Mass have associations with royal projects, some
even working very closely and in positions of great importance with the royal family. The care taken

to ensure this occasion was humbly beautiful and heartfelt was very evident.
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Our own Mater Dei Orchestra recently made a recording of one of the King’s musical com-
positions.  In coordination with our Music Department, this was requested by alumnoe who are former
members of the orchestra and who rehearsed with the current orchestra. They view it as an honour
to play tfo the memory of the King and to His association with Mater Dei School. They also wish to
honour the King’s prowess as a composer and musician.

Other significant and special Mater Dei activities of recognition to the passing of the King have
included the signing of Books of Commemoration and the provision of quiet areas to pray and medi-
tate. In the area below the school chapel, there is a display of touching photographs from the King's
tfime at Mater Dei which many people have been admiring. The national wearing of black for the
relevant mourning period, which for some people will extend to a year, is being respectfully upheld at
Mater Dei. Buddhist and Catholic class projects have allowed students to think of the goodness of
King Bhumibol.

Thank you Mater Dei. You have helped me as a foreigner respectfully appreciate the kindness
of King Bhumibol Adulyadej, a very great man. He was a man who, from a very early age and
through the genfle inspirafion of His mother, was taught the virtue of giving in what to us is a very

Serviom manner.
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The Mater Dei Writing Showcase, 2016

*** Results for the M4—MS5 Division ***
By Dr. Nyle Spoelsira and Members of the English Department

For this special Commemorative Issue of Mater Dei News, which honours His Majesty, the late
King Bhumibol Adulyadej, participants in the M4-M5 Division of the Mater Dei Writing Showcase were
invited to write an essay on the topic ‘Our Beloved King: What He Means to Me’
More than 300 essays were submitted. The initial judges shortlisted twenty-one essays, from which fen
finalists were selected. These finalists then met with a fteacher-‘editor’ to correct errors and to polish their
texts for the final judging. Because of the generally high standard, especially for M5, it was eventually
decided to judge M5 separately from M4, thereby increasing the number of awards available.

We are pleased to present on the following pages six winning essays from M5 (there were ties)

and three from M4 for your enjoyment. (These essays have been further edited for publication.)

M5 Division: Our Beloved King:
What He Means to Me

First Place, M5: Ms Piyarat Bhatararat (Room 4)

Our King is like our father. He fakes care of us as His children. We love our King very much
since He worked really hard for the country. | adore Him with all my heart.

Since | was young, | have heard the news and things He has done for Thais. | have heard
lots of songs He wrote and played. He has inspired me to do many things, such as playing the piano,
working hard for others and being kind to others. He is my role model for being a good person, and
always will be. Even if He did not know me, He always taught me.

He was a hard-working man. He worked all the time, even when He was in the hospital. When
He was young. He fravelled to many countries to establish good relationships. After He had fravelled
around the world, He never travelled again. He worked for Thais full-time. He taught Thais to live simply.
He solved many problems in Thailand, such as floods and hunger. He ftaught me to do more good

things for others.
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His love story is the most romantic story | have ever heard. He fell in love with Queen Sirikit
when He was only eighteen and she was fiffeen. He showed that He loved her with all His heart. It
was love at first sight. | had never believed in love at first sight before | heard this story. King Bhumibol
loved Queen Sirikit for almost seventy years. He fell boldly and deeply in love with her. This tells me
that love at first sight really does exist.

| was inspired to play piano by Him. When | was little, | always asked my mom who was playing
the song on the radio. My mom fold me it was our King. | asked her that since our King was working
very hard, how did He have time to learn the piano. My mom said He was an intelligent hard-working
man. After that, | tfold my mom that | really wanted to play piono. | had practiced a lot and hoped
one day | would be able to play His songs in a concert. | would be able to tell everyone that |
could play piano and His songs because of His inspiration.

| have heard and read lots of His stories. He is a very funny, gentle and lovely person. He was
generous and open-minded to His people. Sometimes He joked with people by saying something funny.
Once He went to see the people in a small fown, and one lady was singing His song while she was
washing clothes. He heard her and told her that His song would make her clothes clean. | really love
this story, because it shows me how adorable He was.

On 13 October, | was shocked by the news about our King. | never thought that | would cry
as much as | actually did. My hands were shaoking and my legs did not work well. My face went
white, and my lips seemed cold. | did not know what | should do next. My beloved King, my role
model who had inspired and taught me so much, was dead. Unfil now, | still do not really believe
that news. He meant a lot fo me. He faught me to be kind, to help others, to sacrifice for others, to
work hard, to be patient, to play sport, to play piano, to love and to live simply.

I want to thank Him for being our King. Thanks for working hard for Thais and being kind fo us.
Thanks for encouraging me to do something great for others. Thanks for making me who | am today.
| am proud to be one of His people. Myself, | am not that clever and intelligent, but | know that He

made me fo be a good person.
Second Place, M5 (itie): Ms Claudia Warke (Room 1)

The day His Majesty passed was the day | readlised that Thailand would never be the same
again. Affer the news came out, | heard two people talking about His Majesty, the late King. One of

them said, ‘| wish there was a miracle that could bring Him back.” The other person said, ‘We have

had a miracle with us 70 years now.” Thai people believe that Heaven got an angel back.
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You might not understand why Thai people are mourning the loss of our King with so much
grief. It is because of everything He has done for Thailand. Everything Thailond is today came from the
sweat and tears of our King.

His Majesty would always travel around the country, from north to south, from west to east. He
would work all day outfside the palace. At night fime, instead of reloxing from all the hard work that
day, He would plan more projects and would work on them until they were successful. He would then
take the projects to places where they could help and He gave the people this new knowledge.

His Majesty would always eat food prepared for Him by the people in that area. He would talk
to them with friendliness. A famous photograph shows that even while talking business, He would not
mind sitting on the ground, leaning on the wheel of His car, just to teach His people the right things.
During a flood outside of Bangkok, He went to the area fto help rescue the people stuck there. He
used a walkie-talkie to talk to the people and help them think of ideas to get out of the flood.

If you think that this is not hard work, imagine working with only one eye for the past 70 years.
His Majesty was in a car accident in His early fwenties, causing Him to lose an eye. Even during this
sad time, He sfill thought about the people. He was afraid that people would be frightened by His
eye, so He wore sunglasses most of the tfime during that period.

During our time as children, we would often think that kings and queens must wear crowns and
live in a big palace with people taking care of them. My King was the opposite. He would only wear
His crown on special occasions, buf if it were not a celebration, all He would wear was a small hat,
working in the sun all day.

His Majesty is our King, and our Father. He would always care for us as if we were one of His
children. He never wanted us to see Him as a King, but rather as a father who only wanted the best

for His children.

Second Place, M5 (fie): Ms Sarisa Pokawattana (Room 1)

Do you ever wonder why we really miss someone only affer they are gone? Or why we suddenly
miss someone everyday as if it were a habit? | do. | think that is what grief does to you. You are
forced to see all the little things you ignored in the person who is gone, but that now slowly unravel.
This is my first fime losing someone so dear to me and honestly it felt like losing so much more than
a person. Our King was many greaft things. He was a legend, and the thing about legends is their
hearts may stop but their stories will be engraved in our memories; this is how | remember our beloved

King.
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Since | was young, | have seen our King at school. He was in my books, feaching me what
sufficiency is. As | grew, | redlized that sufficiency does not stop at using your whole pencil or finishing
the whole tube of your toothpaste until it is as flat as a sheet of paper. Instead, sufficiency is about
the mindset that what you have is enough and that leads to happiness. It is a common thing to say
that He was our father, because He gave us the formula for happiness; but to me that is the most
brilliont thing anyone has ever discovered.

Then | grew up a liftle more and | heard the King in music, in the natfional anthem we sang
every day. Our King was a talented musician, but | would like fo think of Him as more of a conductor.
Thailand was His show, the musiciaons and audiences were His people. He guided and inspired us to
be the best we could be by using himself as an example. | was one of the audience who walked in
quite late in His show, but | sfill saw and heard what millions had seen and heard for so many years.
Now that our conductor is gone, what shall we do? If we are like all the great shows out there, we
must continue. This show must go on to make our conductor proud, so that all His hard work and
dedication will not go to waste.

Our King was devoted to us: His briliant mind, His tireless body, His caring heart. He sacrificed
comfort to propel our country to a better future. He filled our lands with crops, He filled our rivers with
fish, and He brought us rain and prosperity. He built my world; therefore He built a part of me.

Lastly, | would like to remind us that actfions speak louder than words. Our King did more and
was more than | could ever write. | think when one does so many great things in a lifetime, it is
hard to put that story into words, but | think we all know and remember our King in the same way.
Without a fitle, most people would just be ordinary, but our King did not need a fitle. | do not think
He will ever be tfruly gone. He is and will always be among us, in our hearts and everywhere — the

sky, the stars, the fathers and the music.

Third Place, M5 (three-way fie): Ms Thanaporn Aramthaweethong (Room 5)

Throughout all my life, | have always seen our beloved King working so very hard. There was
no place in this country that He had not reached. In fact, | cannot describe what He means to me
in words because of His priceless kindness. He was not only the King who had ruled the country for
seven decades, but He also provided the special bond that unites all Thais.

He has taught me what ‘devotion” means. Getting to know His work is the same as getting to

know His life. Being the King of Thailand, He had many things fo develop and deal with, such as daily
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living and health care. When Thais worked, He worked; when Thais slept, He still worked. He always
sacrificed all of His time fo the lives and a better future for Thais. He not only gave some money to
the poor, but more importantly He also taught them how to make their own money, to rely on them-
selves and to live simply.

If you enter any Thai house, you wil see many pictures of Him there, possibly on the calendar.
Apart from that, if there were a civii war and political clashes, He would come out from His room,
stand at the balcony, and tell everyone to stop fighting and get back to living in harmony. As a
matter of fact, He did not have to do that, but He chose to tfalk to His people Himself.

Apart from doing many things, our King was also an inventor. For example, He invented the
Chaipattana Aerator, which is a water mill that purifies the water Thais use. He built many daoms and
reservoirs to store water so that Thais could use it during summer and also produce electricity. Because
of His inventions, many Thais starfed to know the value of the natural resources we have and the
importance of environmental protection.

Personally, | appreciate His kindness and dedication. | admire and respect Him as another beloved
father. His whole life has taught me a lot about how to keep ‘Serviam’ in mind and put my feet info
the shoes of others. Working with just one eye for more than 70 years is absolutely not easy, but He
did, and everyone loves Him in return. | am proud and lucky to be born in the reign of King Rama

IX, and | am sure that | would continue His work and live simply, just the same as He has done.
Third Place, M5 (three-way tie): Ms Sabaitong Sonsomsuk (Room 5)

When someone says the word ‘king’, people usually think of a ruler or a supreme figure, but
in Thailand, we think of a loving father and a saint. His Majesty, the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej, the
heart and soul of Thai people, recently passed away at the age of 89, yet His legacy sfill lives on.
He was famous for His royal duties, talents and teachings.

Starting His reign at the age of 19, King Bhumibol has been a hard working developer and a
frue leader ever since. His significant projects include the Monkey Cheek Project (Kaem Ling Project)
which helps reduce problems with drought in arid lands. When His Majesty the King works on a project,
He does not send people to solve problems; He would rather go and investigate it himself. He has
worked on many thousands of projects throughout His whole life and continued to do so until He was

too old.
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In addition to helping His people with physical problems, He also helped them mentally with
His music compositions. He composed many famous songs, such as ‘Glai Rung” (‘Near Dawn’), ‘Oh |
Say’ and ‘Kwam Fon un Soong Sood’ (‘The Impossible Dream’). His Majesty was a great musician who
learned how to play many instruments, including the clarinet, saxophone, guitar and piano. His music
is still my all time favourite (especially the jazz versions) and | will continue listening and sharing it with
my foreign friends as long as | live.

Words are powerful things and knowing how to use them to do good is very important. King
Bhumibol used His words to teach people mainly to follow His sufficiency economy theory and to be
honest.

The reasons we love our King are that He is down to earth, friendly and diligent. He is the
perfect role model for the people of Thailand. King Bhumibol has proven that there are stil good peo-
ple left on this Earth. He will always be our father and He will always be in our hearts. As the saying
goes, ‘If you seek His monument, look around you.” There are no words to describe my love for Him
and His love for the country. We will always love and respect Him because He is our King, and He is

the best King we could ever ask for.

Third Place, M5 (three-way tie): Ms Tanya Panichkasem (Room 1)

King Bhumibol Adulyadej, Rama IX of Thailand, was known as the world’s longest reigning mon-
arch. In Thailond He is exiremely well-loved by all Thais. Everywhere in Thailand, whether it be in carts
on the street, food stalls or people’s houses, there is a picture of Hm as a reminder to be a good
person and to love the country.

His Majesty the King passed last October due to illness. The news shocked the whole country.
The people of Thailand wept and since then, everyone has been wearing black. To me, His Majesty
was a wonderful role model. He was a very down-to-earth gentleman who was kind and did a lot for
the people.

The late King Bhumibol’s thousands of Royal Development Projects helped improve the lives of
countless Thais outside the capital. He helped rice farmers when there was drought by using chemicals
to make it rain. He found northern farmers jobs so they would not have to farm opium. He initiated
numerous other helpful projects as well.

| follow His Majesty’s philosophy of Sufficiency Economy. Using too much and wanting too much
will do no good in life. In many videos of the King on royal duties, He is offen doing things that are

unnecessary for a king to do, such as sitting down on the ground, talking to villagers, asking them
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about their problems, or walking though streams to observe the forest. He inspires me to be down to
earth, fo be kind and to help those who are in need.

Like every Thai person, | love and highly respect His Majesty the King. He is like a father who
teaches His children to be good, kind and to love each other. | will continue to follow His footsteps

that will guide me to a happy and peaceful life.

Honourable Mentions, M5 Division
Ms Pornpavee Chaisirinon, M5/1
Ms Kornvikarn Makesamute, M5/2
Ms Siwanat Temudom, M5/3

Ms Jirathiti Daramuang, M5/4

Ms Warisra Kanweerayothin, M5/4
Ms Punnada Tangphitakkul, M5/4

M4 Division: Our Beloved King:
What He Means to Me

First Place, M4: Ms Prapimchun Soonthornpanich (Room 5)

In this time of sorrow inflicted by the loss of our great King, | have been asking myself ‘What
does King Bhumibol Adulyadej really mean to me?’ Now | believe | have found some answers. For me,
the King was like a creator, a healer and a father.

King Bhumibol was like the Sun to many. Everything He has touched has turned into great in-
ventions and projects that have improved the well-being of the Thai people. The Royal Projects such as
‘Chang Hua Mun’ (colloquial name given to a Royal Initiative Project on Sustainable Farming Practices)
and ‘Kaoem Ling” (Monkey Cheeks Project) have provided us with jobs and safety. His Majesty was also
an artist, a teacher and many other great things. We can proudly say that we are standing here
successfully today because of Him.

Other than being a creator, our King was also a healer. He was like cool and calm rain to
wash our anger away, and He never hesitated fo come and solve problems. His Majesty used to go

deep info the forest, where no one dared go before, fo build bridges and roads and weirs for the
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people in need. Even when we fought He never left us, like when He decided to let the students in
frouble info His palace. He became a healer; He cured the fragmented land and created beauty and
prosperity. He built us a home, not only to protect us from danger, but also to show us how to build
our own.

Our King has taught us many things, but above all He wished us fo love and care for each
other. He told us to ‘be there’ for others, buft that we did not have to be there for Him. This is what
made Him seem like a father to us, because He radiated such kindness and good-will. We could
not say we are as close to Him as we are to our real fathers. But whenever we look for hope and
strength, He would be there just the same.

Even though our King is with us no longer, | believe Thailand will still stand strong. All the King
had ever asked was for us to be united. And if we could do just that, we would find the strength
to go on. Maybe in the future, we shall make the man who was everything to us feel proud. For He

could rest assured that His children would go on in the foofsteps He has left behind.

Second Place, M4: Ms Tiratara Satayaraks (Room 1)

Our king, King Bhumibol of Thailand, means so much to me. He has done so much for the
Thai people ever since He ascended the throne in 1946. He has never stopped working to make His
people live happily and sufficiently. But now, although He has passed away, He sfill lives in the hearts
of all Thai people.

King Bhumibol excelled in all the sciences and in engineering, arts, politics, philosophy and
many other subjects. He visited people in all parts of the country and never failed to reach even the
remotest vilage of Thailand and to improve people’s lives. He helped them make a better living. The
King initiated many thousands of Royal Projects to develop the country. If we step info each house,
shop or office in Thailand, we would see a picture of the King hanging on the wall. This is because
to us, King Bhumibol is not only the King but also the Father and God, the Bodhisattva who came
froon Heaven to help people and returned to His former place after He finished His worldly tasks.

For me, | am so proud to be Thai and that | was born in the reign of King Bhumibol of Thai-
land, the King of Kings. He is the King who never lived happily only in the palace, but travelled to
all parts of the countfry to help His people. He is the King who worked so hard for 70 years for His

people. He is the King who is not only a king. | love my King.
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Third Place M4: Ms Natalie Tamthai (Room 3)

Our beloved King Bhumibol Adulyadej is regarded by all Thai people as ‘Father of the Nation’.
He is different from other kings we have read about from storybooks because He is hard working, self-
less and generous. For seven decades, His devotion for human development was an inspiration for all.
To me, He is the guiding light to all Thais in many aspects. First, how can He live so economically?
Even though He is a King and has lots of money, He still dresses like an ordinary person, uses ordinary
things and lives an ordinary life just like everyone else.

Second, how does His amazing sufficiency economic theory work? He taught us how fo live a
happy and an economical life. Many farmers’ lives have been improved according to this theory.

Last, how does He always put His populace before himself? He has invented many machines
and created many Royal Projects to help solve problems and improve people’s lives. He has been
through every inch of Thailand to see His people and listen to their problems in every area. Even when
He was sick, He still cared and was concerned about us until the day He passed away.

King Bhumibol Adulyadej is not just a ‘king” but He is everything for Thai people. He is the
heart, soul and ‘Father’ of Thailand. | will always remember and remind myself how lucky | am fto have

been born in this country where there was the best king in the world.

Honourable Mentions, M4 Division
Ms Jitsupha Dethkunakorn, M4/2

Ms Chavisa Wongdechakul, M4/3
Ms Nirrasa Vititwatanakul, M4/3

Ms Chanipa Suwattanadeja, M4/4
Ms Chavisa Chaimongkoltrakul, M4/4

Ms Nita Puenguttawutthaworn, M4/5
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