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Foreign Language Leamning,
Encouragement at Home

By Mr.Bryan Jacques

Show vyour children how you use a for-
eign language in your everyday life. If you show
interest and believe that it is relevant, this will be
observed and internalized by your children. Be
a part of their learning life, asking and answering
questions, just so they note your interest. Listen to
any worries they may have too. These are indeed
very positive moves in encouraging the learning of
another language. If you yourself are not confident
in your command of the language, learn along
with your children. If you do speak the language,
your children will see it as beneficial if you use it
with them too. This will seriously motivate them.
If there are things you‘re not sure abouf, don’t
be afraid to ask others and refer back to your
own language.

How can you enjoy

language learning

alongside your children? Try playing vocabulary
and speling games. There are plenty of them
around at bookshops and on the internet. Please
ensure your children feel comfortable, infroducing
materials at the pace you know they can deal
with.  You can also play songs, watch TV, watch
DVDs and use computer resources. If this is done
in a relaxed and natural way, the benefits are
immense. If things are repetitive and catchy, great
brain exercise is provided. Your children become
more aware of pronunciation and intonation in
an entertaining manner, no major effort required.
Vocabulary will also be more efficiently acquired,
especially when the materials used are relevant to
your children’s tastes. Please, sit and enjoy these
things with your children, guiding them as necessary.

They will certainly absorb and use information they

think is relevant.

There’s nothing better than reading! Encourage
your children to want to read more by showing
that you read too. Ensure they have access to
reading materials suited to their ability. If your
children are having difficulty with reading, read to
them. You could use translated versions of Thai
stories that they are already aware of to help with
word-association.  Bilingual versions of stories can
also be helpful, depending on the abilities of your
children. You can make them aware of the vast
array of reading material available at home and
in public places. Not just books and magazines,
but comics, posters and signs too. These are great
examples of easily accessible reading. As reading
fluency improves, your children will understand more
readily and experience success in other areas of
longuage learning. They will fit pieces fogether in
their minds and transfer skills.  This will also lead to
improvement in other subject areas and life skills
in general.

Make sure your train your children to be
well-prepared and well-organized. Make sure they
sleep well, eat well and are fit. If so, they will
absorb any knowledge more readily because they
will be able to concentrate. If homework is involved,
make sure they have a set time and place to do
it, with all stationery and required equipment at
hand. This means your children will sit, concentrate
and focus on the task.

Your children do notice the importance you place
on language learning. They appreciate and respond

to the encouragement you give.
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The Mater Del Writing Showcase, 2016-17

** Results for the M2-M3 Division ***

By Dr. Nyle Spoelstra and Members of the English Department

We are pleased to present the results for the M2—M3 Division of the Mater Dei Writing Showcase,
2016—2017. Approximately 250 essays were submitted in this division. The initial judges shortlisted nearly
thirty essays, evidence of the generally good standard of our students’ writing. The large number of
honourable mentions for this division also aftests to the standard that was achieved. In a second round
of judging. seven finalists met with a teacher-"editor” to correct errors and to polish their fexts for the
final judging. M3 was judged separately from M2, thereby increasing the number of awards available.

The following pages reproduce the three winning essays from M3 and the three winners from

M2 for your enjoyment. (These essays have been further edited prior to publication.)

M3 Division Writing Topic:

Michelle Obama, the First Lady of the United States and wife of President Barack Obama, has
said that she has stopped asking the girls she meets what they want to be when they grow up. Now,
she asks them what they will contribute (aﬁuaguﬂifmm%am?aﬁq@mﬂ?:‘[mﬁ) to their society and the
world when they become adults.

Please write an essay explaining what you believe you could contribute to society in the future.
First Place, M3: Ms Jidapa Chaovanapricha (Room 3)

My Role in Making Contributions

One of an adult’s responsibilities is having a secure job, one purpose of which is-to play a role
in developing the country. Most people think doing your job is the best way to contribute to society,
but this is not necessarily frue. Contributing to society means to improve lives and to solve problems
that occur. So | have decided that when | grow up, | am going to use what | have studied and my
career to accomplish these objectives. | will help people in need and improve Thai education.

As a doctor, | am going tfo treat my patients to the best of my efforts. | wil dedicate my-
self to helping others the best | can by believing that what | am doing will benefit them. The most
important perspective is to pay attention to every person that needs your help, no matter if it is a
large or small problem: a person’s life is always the biggest matter of concern. | will not only help
patfients in the city, but also in the far provinces that are less fortunate. Regardless of where they live

and how fortunate they are, everybody needs medical care when they are sick. The cost of C‘QgeQ for *

poor households will be lower so that they can have higher opportunities for a healthy life.

. , Va
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Also, | will maoke more of the Thai population aware of the importance of education. Because
knowledge leads to development, more people should be enthusiastic to learn. The problem nowadays
is that many think that learning is boring and a waste of time, so the solution is fo make education
more appealing and interesting for young people. The best way to motivate people of all ages to
learn is by showing them that it can be fun and beneficial for them. | will do that by presenting
researched knowledge through popular media. Through social media, | will post interesting facts that are
a part of people’s daily lives but that they are not aware of. Via YouTube, | will create and support
educational videos that will make learning enjoyable. Additionally, | will support education foundations.

Contributing to society can be done in many ways, depending on your position and
occupdation. But every type of confribution has one thing in common: motivation. Once someone has
enough motivation — the will — to do something, what they want to accomplish will be possible. After

all, "Where there’s a wil, there’'s a way.”

Second Place, M3: Ms Kanticha Pairojtanachai (Room 3)

Doing What | Love to Help Others

Everyone is part of society, and | am certain we all want to make a difference. | think it is the
responsibility of everyone to create a peaceful and happy society. For me, | would like to use what |
love — reading, playing music and talking — to help others.

First, | want to read bedtime stories to underprivieged kids. | want to share what many children
all around the world and | have grown up with. | remember the feeling when | was young, looking
forward every night to listening to the stories my mother read to me. They introduced me to a new
world of imagination behind the pages and brought me happiness. Also, they taught me lofs of good
moral lessons, and made me feel that bedtime stories are very important for children. | do not want
any child to miss them, just because they have no one to read to them.

Second, | want to use my ftfalent, playing the flute, to entfertain patients in hospital. | believe it
must feel really bad being alone in the hospital and trying to recover from medical problems which
can cause stress. It would be nice if | can help them feel more relaxed since there are lots of studies
that show music can cure things that medication never will. | hope they will recover and get well soon
after listening to the songs | play.

Last, | want to spend my time talking with people who do not have anyone they can talk to.
When | was in Mathayom 1, | went fo Ban Bang Khae Social Welfare Development Centre for Older
Persons twice with my school for charity. | could feel that the grandpas and grandmas there were very
happy and excited to have visitors. Being away from their families, they felt sad and lonely. | want to
go back and be a person with whom they can share their stories when they were younger, vent their

feelings and ftalk to.
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In the future | will make sure | have time to do all of these things at least once a week and
| will ask others who share the same infterests to join me. | will grow up to be a person who cares

for others and is ready to contribute to society.

Third Place, M3: Ms Pimchanok Chantpakpimon (Room 3)

What the Future Holds

| believe that giving back to the society does not only have to be by volunteering or giving
money to charity. It does not matter if | am going to be rich or poor, successful or unsuccessful. What
matters is that | am a good person, a role model, who does what is right. If everyone does that,
imagine what a great place the world will be.

I want tfo be a lawyer when | grow up. This job would give me opportunities to help people
even though there will not be much free time and the job is going to be really stressful. | want to do
pro bono cases and give some legal advice to good people with a bad financial status. | might not
be able to do a lot of those things, but | want to do as much as | can while still having a successful
career.

There are many good students who cannot afford to go to college or university. | have seen
my mom help students pay for college. | saw how happy they looked and how passionate they were
about what they were studying when they talked to me. | really want to help students when | grow
up by helping with the finances or by giving advice to law students.

| cannot predict that | am going to be a lawyer. Things can change and people can be
inferested in different things as quickly as overnight. But | know that whatever | am going to do, wheth-
er | am going fo be a lawyer or not, | am going to be a good person. | want to be someone kids
can look up to, a good role model, and someone who inspires people to do good things. People say
you do not know what is going to happen and you cannot predict the future. Well, -l-do-know one

thing: | am going to do my part in making the society a better place.

Honourable Mention, M3 Division:

Ms Chavisar Chitpiboonsuk, M3/3 Ms Pasiri Charatsri, M3/3

Ms Faith Athikomrattanakul, M3/1 Ms Premchanok Peukpattanaruks, M3/1
Ms Korravee Thumpisut, M3/4 Ms Pundita Kasemsup, M3/3

Ms Nalin Wongtanakiate, M3/2 Ms Supisara Maneepun, M3/3

Ms Natchaporn Namsirikul, M3/1 Ms Tasha Tanarugsachock, M3/3

Ms Panisa Bandityanond, M3/2 Ms Thanyathorn Vongvanich, M3/3

Ms Papitchaya Wangsaturaka, M3/2 Ms Yanisa Charassangsomboon, M3/2
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M2 Division Writing Topic:

Michelle Obama, the First Lady of the United States and wife of President Barack Obama, has
said that she has stopped asking the girls she meets what they want to be when they grow up. Now,
she asks them what they will contribute (ﬁﬁuﬂuu‘ﬁ’mngﬂm?@ﬁﬁﬂmﬂiﬂmjﬁ) to their society and the
world when they become adults.

Please write an essay explaining what you believe you could contribute to society in the future.

First Place, M2: Ms Natchalin Kenthaworn (Room 4)

My Contributions to Society

If the world were a car, could | be fuel? If the world were a tree, could | be water? If the
world were a bird, could | be the wind beneath its wings? These questions vividly remind me about
what can | contribute to society, and how | can fulfi these dreams. To my way of thinking, there are
basically three levels of society: family, school, and country and the world.

First of all, family, the closest society, is the core of my life. What can | contribute to the fam-
ily society? In fact, nothing is more important than being a grateful child. Being a grateful daughter
provides happiness and harmony to the family. So far as we know, our parents have given us endless
kindness, so | will contribute to my beloved society by taking care of my parents from now on. Taking
care of them is just like the way they took care of me — it is just a switch. When | was a little girl
with a bad fever, every time | opened my eyes, my mother and father were always there for me. |,
too, will always be there for them. Another thing | could do to contribute to my family society is to
develop close rapport. | will bring my family a harmonious relationship, a consistent relationship and an
unbreakable bond. These three elements of my rapport develop goals that will soon bring real happiness
to my family society.

Second, school, my second home, is a place | am completely familiar with. For the past ten
years | have been at Mater Dei School, | can feel the warm atmosphere every time | step info my
school. This school has given me the heart of my life, knowledge and mottos, such as Serviam. What
can | give back to the school in the future? In fact, “tomorrow” is the future, so | can contribute to
my school society from tomorrow. | will always think and act like | am a Mater Dei student. How to
think and act like | am from Mater Dei? Our school has been nourishing students, including me, to
be “good,” to have “Serviam” in our heart and to become a complete woman with grace and kind-
ness. Even though in the future | have to step out of my beloved school, | will proudly still think and

act like a Mater Dei graduate. Also | will hand over the aims and mottos of my school to my child
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and grandchild and great-grandchild; | will pass Serviaom on to them. | will bring my school honour by
promoting its reputation.

Last, what can | do for the country and the world? | will serve my country dutifully by doing
my best in my career. | will have His Majesty, the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej’'s mottos to guide my
life and my country. Significantly, our late King gave us a sustainable way of living called “Economic
Sufficiency”. Economic sufficiency is the true happiness for all Thais, emphasizing self-reliance, reasonable-
ness and the strengthening of life. This can apply to all levels of society. With great pleasure, | will do
what His Majesty, the late King, taught all Thais. | will be Thailand’s good citizen. | will be a righteous,
upright and law abiding citizen. | will be helpful, open-handed, large-hearted and warm-hearted. Finally,
I will be a good citizen of the world. With my career, a doctor, | will cure people with all my best
efforts and | will try fo invent technological goods and equipment to help people all around the world.

To conclude, these three societies are very important to me and | will give them my best. | will
always remember, as Nelson Mandela said, ‘It is in your hands fo create a better world for all who

live in it,”

Second Place, M2: Ms Neennara Chatpunnarangsee (Room 3)

To Society

On a heart-breaking September 2nd, 2015, the powerful Mediterranean waves held something
unusual in their midst. A young boy, no older than three, washed ashore. His clothes were sfill a fresh
red and blue, having yet to fade from his 24 hour soak in the seawater. With his small and limp body,
head angled to the side, and eyelids shut, the little Syrian refugee could pass for a sleeping baby.
However, there was no sound of breath and he lay very sfill, peculiarly still. Upon further inspection,
it was discovered that along with twelve others, the young boy had drowned because of the raging
seq, trying to escape from the Syrian civil war that had forn his country apart.

Today, the world is divided by religion, beliefs, laws and borders. Our world is slowly cracking
apart and society is in peril. It takes more than an individual to piece our world back together. Before
we can do that, however, we need to understand the roles that the right education, less crime, and
world peace play in making a better society.

It was reported by humanium.org that 72 million children of primary education age are nhot
going to school and 759 million adults are illiterate. | believe that education is a very important factor
for society, because the more education people receive, the more opportunities they are able to have.
I will try my best to bring education to those around me and help them have more opportunities
in areas such as jobs, careers, and a betfter chance at life. People who are deprived of edueégtion,

willingly or not, tend to work their days with low pay and exhausting tasks. People who have Qr\)ou
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education can spread knowledge and remind us that education is indeed necessary to society and
oneself. Education will benefit you, your family, your health, and your life. As Kofi Annan, the Seventh
Secretary-General of the United Nations said, “Education is the premise of progress, in every society, in
every family.”

The murder rate can be an indicator of all crimes. The statistics are not very good, but
gunpolicy.org estimates there are at least 3000 to 4000 murders per year in Thailand. Whatever the
actual number, it is too many. As | grow as a person, | believe ever more strongly in justice and
fairmess. When | grow older, | would lke to become a ‘“thril-seeker in the court” — that is, a lawyer.
As a hard-working and developing attorney, | would strive to do my utter best to reduce crime rates
in Thailand, whether it would be by public speeches for prisoners or projects in the media. | would
always follow my one rule, “Innocent until proven guilty.”

Finally, my last goal to improve society is to set an example of peace. War is raging between
countries because of their disagreements on politics, beliefs, or religion. | know that | cannot stop all
violence on Earth, but | do believe that | can slowly influence others to take the right path. Then
perhaps soon, the world could be rid of unnecessary deaths, wars, selfish people, and many other evil
things: when all people work together, humans are always stronger when united.

Do you want to condemn innocent children to the fate of the Syrian child? Would you want to
live in a world where peace is not even heard of? |, for one, do not, and | know that most people
would agree with me. In order to save our world from its fast approaching, negative fate, we should
all try for the right education, less crime, and world peace. | hope that whoever you are, wherever
you are at, and whatever you are doing, you will persevere. If the clock hands land on mortal peril,
our world will be beyond saving. As Martin Luther King Jr. taught us, “If you can’t fly, then run; if you
can’t run, then walk; if you can’t walk, then crawl; but whatever you do, you have to keep moving

forward.”

Third Place, M2: Ms Kanyapat Ploypradith (Room 1)

A Befter Place

... (A)sk not what your country can do for you — ask what you can do for your country.”
This quotation from John F. Kennedy, the 35th President of the United States, helps us readlize the true
purpose of living. Life is not just about having lots of possessions; it is about how much a person can
contribute to address some of the issues in the society. Nowadays, people focus on making a lot of
money so that they can have more possessions. However, this kind of greedy behaviour may cause
many problems in the world, especially as children follow bad examples. However, if we change and
teach children to think more about what they can contribute to society, the country will benefit. Among
the many issues to be addressed, | strongly believe that those related to education, energy and the

environment, and hygiene and public health should receive a higher priority.
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Education is very important because everyone should be educated to readlize their potential and
follow their dreams. In addition, people receive information about the world from education. Thus, with-
out a proper education, people will not be able to live in the society happily and safely. Moreover,
education enables people to contribute to the society. When | grow up, | will disseminate my knowledge
to other people. As a result, they will be able to have their own careers and have a better quality
of life. | will not just pass along knowledge, however; | will teach people to be good citizens since |
believe that education is not just studying in a classroom. To me, it is a lifellong process of learning.
both knowledge and mordality.

Apart from education, currently it is harder to have enough energy because of the grow-
ing population and greater needs for energy. There are two kinds of energy: non-renewable and
renewable. Non-renewable energy is the main energy that we use in our daily lives. Its disadvantage
is that it causes pollution. Pollution has been linked to a great number of human risks and dangers.
To help the world, | will exploit renewable energy sources, such as solar, wind and water power in-
stead of fossil fuels. By doing that, we will have cleaner energy and a better environment for many
generations to come.

Hygiene and public health are vital for everyone in the world, but only some people have
access to medical services and health care. Although many people can see that this is a big problem,
there are only a few people who have done anything to fix it. When | am older, | will undertake
volunteer work and, if possible, provide medicines for people who are in serious need, but may not be
financially secure. Furthermore, | will develop new health-related innovations which are more efficacious,
more available and more affordable to the general public.

Overall, | would like to make confributions to the society to heal the world and to make the

world a better place. This is not just for me, but for everyone of this and following generations.

Honourable Mention, M2 Division:

Ms Adhichanan Supokawej, M2/2 Ms Prima Dansubutra, M2/4

Ms Anatta Panurat, M2/4 Ms Ratthapat Kaewphongsri, M2/3

Ms Boonvadee Khajorndejdecha, M2/2 Ms Sirapat Anupantanan, M2/1

Ms Monthakarn Kosavisutte, M2/3 Ms Tanchanok Lertruangpunyavut, M2/3
Ms Nattakrita Kritsanaphan, M2/4 Ms Varocha Kehasukchareon, M2/3

Ms Pakaporn Tiyawatchalapong, M2/3 Ms Villvalin  Sulanchupakorn, M2/4

Ms Pattraporn Yingwiwat, M2/4 Ms Yanin Watchawong, M2/1
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