AT 2560 MATER DEI """

Uﬁmaﬂuﬁ'%uﬂ]llmélogjaoa

o1sansuovlsvISaUIINSIASDNENad auun 3 UmsAnw 2560

: - qf e d
o NEsUINEsATRUINITEUTULS 2 OUANININ 1-4 2 [vFunuAsiadINedE 1Ta3UN 1-3 WOAINIEIU 2560

= a I " a ea = a e o o v
. ﬂﬂ’?ﬁﬂﬁgfﬁ'ﬂfﬂuﬁ’?ﬂﬂﬁﬂ Ilﬂ\?ﬂfﬂﬂﬁrﬂﬂ ‘?ﬁﬂﬂfﬂl%ﬁﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂ’?f LTEN ?Hﬂiﬂﬁﬂ?ﬂlﬂﬂ‘?ﬁﬂ’?f”ﬂﬂfﬁu

y o oA oo
o vavtszyusnuud 1M nRAuNsziNgsA IniFauuunfin@Inende aTun 18 WOAINIEL 2560

LSl LT &%ﬁﬂ”‘ﬂ!ﬂi;ﬂ.‘"““ |

oo raga B e B

ey

I @ L L | I o 4 q i
. ﬂ?fﬂ?:gfﬂ?ﬂ@ﬂ?ﬂfyﬂf:‘?’lﬂ ﬂﬂ’?ﬁﬂuﬂli‘ﬁu{ﬂ’w’mﬁﬂﬁﬂ?ﬂﬂ’?ﬁﬁ?ﬂﬁi‘:ﬂfﬂﬂyﬂﬂﬂﬂ

N
o valrzyulsNFEUIMATIARINENAE 1WaTUN 18 WOAINIEL 2560



) 4 o << U ) 4
ﬁ)’JEIﬂ’IlJﬂZlJW?S@fUEJUlMUﬂLﬂﬁ’)

widAauIuIusianaIe
wezngangaugulanie
aswaneadnlulaisuns
S v v as 4”
AumFantaunsiunsulusuil
n1EnsWrgigaIssA
umAFARTIN AU

naEsnAnAdUTINIAIMALY

isuslng  819178umen  Aunlania
wEdaT nrewsnszgannlunilainaidsuns
4 §UAU 2560



STORYTELLING

THROUGH PHOTOS COURSE

A course for those who want to learn how to tell
= /mpactfu/ stories through photos.

Learn from leading professionals in the creative industry the principles of narrative and visualization, how to
capture pictures using proper lighting, composition and exposure and the techniques of narrative writing.

In this course, you will complete photo projects which will be reviewed and evaluated by a professional
photographer. You will learn how to write captions and stories for your photos and talk about them. By the
end of the course your high-quality photos and stories will be entered in a competition and showcased in a
school-wide exhibition.

Join this NEW and EXCITING course to develop your passion for photography and tell your story!

YOUR INSTRUCTORS

..;-f y ;
=

Monica White Thanut Singhasuvich Louis Boonsinsukh
a passionate and experienced one of Thailand’s leading an experienced graphic designer
marketing communications executive. commerical photographers. and keen photographer.

Every Friday, Period 2 (8:35 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.)
Minimum Course Requirement: A mobile phone with a camera
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@The English Pages
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‘The English Pages’ of this issue of Mater Dei News contains student writing from Mathayom 5, 4, and 3, along
with Prathom 5 and 6. There are also special contributions from two teachers. Ms Monica A. White describes a Mathayom
5 elective course she is developing, and Mr. Simon Webster recounts his recent experience in a work-study programme in
Britain. In our regular feature, ‘The View from Prathom’, Mr. Bryan Jacques talks about the most recent assistance Mater
Dei has given to one of its sister Ursuline schools, Piyamart, in Phayao phrovince. We hope you will enjoy this issue. (Note:

the student work has been edited prior to publication.)

From the Mathayom 5 classrooms of Khun Khru Samagita Ratnaike
From the teacher:

Students in the Mathayom 5 English Reading and Writing course spent a considerable portion of the semester ex-
ploring ideas from Dead Poets Society, the 1989 film starring the late Robin Williams. Students who were absent for some of
the activities based on the movie were given a special ‘make up’ assignment. The task for them was to create a scene based
on the film for any time in the future, using vocabulary and phrases from the film. As you can see, one student created an

especially remarkable piece of work.

From Ms Anjalina Mingcharoen, Mathayom 5

‘Gentlemen, what are the four pillars?’

Old wooden seats creaked as the pupils of Welton stood up.

The first day was always the most chaotic. Pupils, both new and old, crowded along hallways, going up and down
to their dormitories, meeting and greeting each other after their long summer apart.

Except, of course, for the new boys.

Neil was one of them.

He dragged his luggage up the worn stairs to his dorm room, where he would apparently be sharing with one Mr.
Overstreet.

The door was half open when he got there, so he pushed at it lightly with his less weighed down elbow. His roommate
was already setting up his desk. The room wasn’t very spacious, with two narrow beds and two desks shoved into the free
spaces along the walls.

‘Hello?’ Neil said, pushing the door closed with his foot.

Overstreet turned around with a goofy smile. ‘Anderson?’

‘That would be me.” Neil replied, grinning back. ‘I’m sorry, but I couldn’t find your first name in the room charts I
was given.’

‘The name’s Overstreet. Neil Overstreet,” the boy said in what Neil assumed was a James Bond impression.
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‘What? No way! I'm Neil!” Both their mouths dropped

open in astonishment.

There was silence for a moment. Muted sounds of
other pupils making their way to their rooms came from the

busy hallway outside.

Overstreet narrowed his eyes. ‘You’re kidding!”

‘Am not! [ was named after one of my father’s close

friends!”
‘So was I! My father always said I had big shoes to
fill, being called Neil.” Overstreet laughed.

Anderson joined in. “What a coincidence. I knew a

boy who was almost named Neil, too. Mr. Dalton called him

John instead, since I was born first. John Dalton. What generic

name. Mr. Dalton loves it though, he says it’s really special —

oh my god, I’m rambling again. I’'m sorry. My mother says I

Drawing by Achiraya Wongdechakul, M5.

get it from my father.’
Overstreet waved a hand dis missively, ‘It’s fine. I can’t always call you Anderson, though. Do you have a nickname?’
‘Not really.” Anderson shrugged.
‘It’s okay. We’ll figure something out over dinner.’
‘Sounds good!” They shook hands, grinning.
‘We should finish unpacking. Which bed do you want?’

From the Mathayom 5 classrooms of Khun Khru Tomas Bazika

Every year several students from Mathayom 4, 5 and 6 spend a year abroad, usually in an English-language school
if not always an English-speaking country. One Mathayom 5 student returned from her time abroad with an impressive
collection of stories and essays she had written in English. We show below her ‘reflection essay’ about her year in America,

which she produced on her return to Mater Dei.

From Ms Mai Surintraboon, Mathayom.5
My Exchange Year in America

‘It’s not another year in your life, but it’s a life in a year’ was a popular quote among the exchange students who had
come back from the country they had been to. As a pre-exchange student packing my bags ready to go, I always wondered
whether the quote would actually be true for me. And with determination I walked onto the plane and began my exchange
year in America.

When I first stepped on land after a long flight, there was a big bus waiting for us Thai students. I got in and realized
that there wouldn’t be just us taking the bus, but other exchange students from around the world too. It was a mixed feeling

between excitement and nervousness that came across me. I got to stay in the same town and same school with many of them,
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and finally we became really good friends. Meeting a lot of them and getting to know some of them deeply, I learned that
people were not the same, especially if we were from different countries. Our culture and personality traits varied. However,
the interesting thing was that people from the same continent seemed to have more things in common. I supposed culture
could spread in the same continent easier than spreading from different ones. I learned that no matter where we were from or
how different we were, we all can be friends by understanding each other’s differences. Differences were not bad; they were
just differences. It is beautiful that we are not all the same.

I still remember my first day at school — how I stepped nervously inside the big school, facing a lot of students that
spoke a different language. I didn’t know anyone, so what I did was I went to the first period and brought up all the courage
that I had to try to make my first friend. It turned out that she didn’t really care a lot about me and wasn’t excited at all that I
was an exchange student. I tried again in the second period which turned out the same as the first period. Still, I keep trying
and trying until I met a friend named Odina, who took a lot of the same classes as me. Eventually, we became best friends
and her friends became my best friends too. This situation made me know that courage and not giving up when you fail will
finally lead you to success.

My favourite class there was US History block. It was a combination of English and history. I loved how perfect the

combination was. Excitement grew in me every time I walked into the class, wondering what we were going to study today.

SYAFS

Although I really enjoyed this class, sometimes the assignments caused me a lot of stress. I still

remember one time when we were given a research project about any issue we wanted to talk
about, and we had to write a thesis, background story, a possible solution and analysis for that
issue. I picked a really hard issue: should Palestine go for a one state solution or a two state
solution? I chose it because I had been very curious about this subject for a long time, but never
had had a chance to look into it deeply. The difficulties hit me very hard when I had to read on-
line sources in order to get the information. The language was hard, and this issue was a hot debate subject. It was a struggle,
but I keep trying to read and understand it. It turned out that I had a lot of information, but I couldn’t put all my thoughts in
shape as to how to analyze this information; and how much background information did I have to give to the reader in order
for them to understand my point; how to do the works cited, and so on.

Eventually, I went to my teacher and asked for her help. We sat down and discussed all the information that I had.
She was really helpful. She helped me sort things out and guided me as to how to write a good and logical essay about this
issue. That day I remembered coming back home with a smile, and I started editing my essay more confidently. This time I
learned that whenever I had any struggle or difficulties, I had to be not afraid to ask and approach the people who I think will
be helpful. We cannot possibly carry all the heavy weight by ourselves. Don’t be afraid to ask for help and find the right person
to ask. We will get helpful advice that can easily lift our heavy load. Also, sometimes we have to step out of our comfort zone
in order to improve ourselves. This topic was really hard, but I insisted on doing it no matter how hard I found it. I stepped
out of the topics I knew and felt comfortable to do, and the result was I improved myself a lot.

After spending almost a year in America it was time for me and my exchange friends to leave the place that once
was unfamiliar, yet now was a second home. I have learned so many things: difference wasn’t bad, it’s just different; courage
and not giving up when you fail will finally lead you to success; don’t be afraid to ask for help and find the right person to
ask; and step out of your comfort zone. These are qualities that I can use in my daily life in Thailand and everywhere. I truly

understood when I got back that the quote ‘It’s not another year in your life, but it’s a life in a year’ was absolutely true.
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From the Mathayom 4 classrooms of Khun Khru Sasitorn Sinthop
From the teacher:

The Mathayom 4 Reading and Writing course studied a module on endangered animals, biodiversity and conservation.
The students watched a short video about the wolves of Yellowstone National Park and completed a worksheet. They then
drew a diagram showing ecological cause and effect relationships which became the basis for writing, in class, a paragraph
on the effects of either exterminating the wolves or of reintroducing the wolves in Yellowstone. Another study unit examined

various concepts of beauty, for which students wrote a paragraph as homework and thus had access to reference material.

From Ms Kantika Vichayamethakul, Mathayom 4
Impact of the Reintroduction of the Wolves in Yellowstone National Park, USA

Because of the reintroduction of wolves, the ecosystem in Yellowstone National Park began to restore itself. First,
the elk population decreased from 17,000 to 4,000 because the wolves killed and ate them. In addition, the decreased elk
population also greatly affected other creatures. A good example is the increased number of trees which used to be wiped out
by the elk. Then, everything became a ‘trophic cascade’ or trickle-down effect. The trees can grow better, so it leads to less
river bank erosion that was caused by the elk. Once the river banks suffer less erosion, the water in the Yellowstone River
became clearer than ever. This effect contributed to the increased number of fish and otters. Eventually, the clear water in
the river also brought benefit to humans too. Now, the residents in Montana can drink and use the water in the river since the
wolves have returned. This might be a great lesson for humans: the imbalance of the ecosystem will affect the whole system,

not only for creatures in the national park, but for all of us.

From Ms Natthamon Pongvapee, Mathayom 4
Do you agree with the proverb, ‘Fine feathers make fine birds’?

Although makeup and beautiful clothes can made you look fine, being ‘fine’ is not measured only by appearances.
For example, both Buddha and Jesus did not wear jewellery or fancy clothes. In fact, they wore only pieces of fabric. How-
ever, both of them still are respected by millions around the world. By contrast, Marie Antoinette wore much jewellery and
luxurious dresses. However, Marie Antoinette was hated by her people and was executed. This is because she only thought
about herself and left her people to starve. For a final example, teachers do not have to wear makeup or pretty dresses to be
fine. They are fine because students can feel their kindness.

In conclusion, being fine is not only about appearances. Just as fine feathers do not make fine birds, great teachers,

in my opinion, can also be charming by having beautiful hearts filled with generosity and kindness.

From the Mathayom 3 classrooms of Khun Khru Karen Ang
From the teacher:

We wanted to use a different approach to this writing assignment in the Mathayom 3 Reading and Writing course.
In another course, Mathayom 3 Critical Thinking and Writing, students had watched the documentary film Where to Invade
Next by Michael Moore. Then for the reading and writing course, students were asked to select one country from the film and
write one paragraph about one thing that country does well and how Thailand compares to that country. It was a homework
assignment, so students had access to resource materials (and persons) in writing their paragraphs. We think it was helpful

for the students to see a link of learning themes and materials across two courses, something that is not often done.
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From Ms Arpapat Soomswasdi, Mathayom 3

From watching the documentary Where to Invade Next by Michael Moore, I have learnt that there are many strong
qualities of education in Finland that could be applied to Thailand. Schools in Finland allow children to have time to play,
to enjoy being kids. There are fewer than 20 school hours a week and students are not given homework because teachers
want to let them have time to be kids and learn by themselves through their own experience. One of the teachers in the doc-
umentary stated, ‘They should have more time to be kids, to enjoy life’. At school, they do not focus too much on academic
subjects. They focus on life experiences and subjects such as cooking, sports, and arts. During one week, children have to
go sightseeing outside to learn by themselves. Thailand could improve the education system by giving students a suitable
amount of homework because they already study a lot in school; too much homework causes stress for students. In addition,
teachers should let students have more free time to be kids and explore on their own. Thus, students would get to learn from

both academic subjects and experience which is very important.

From Ms Villvalin Sulanchupakorn, Mathayom 3

To reduce the high rates of recidivism —returning to being a criminal — in Thailand, Thais should have Norwegian
prisons as a model. Instead of being punished, Norwegian inmates have been offered a chance to change their behaviour and
perspective in order to become a good citizen after being discharged from prison. As a result, Norway is a country with one of
the lowest rates of recidivism in the world at 20% while the rate for first-time offenders in Thailand is 76%. Every morning, |
hear about the remorselessness of Thai inmates, especially the drug dealers, from the news. From research, the reoffending of
most Thai prisoners is mainly due to poverty and the lack of education. Every Thai prisoner should be provided job training
for earning their living after being out. For instance, instead of letting them stay idle in the crowded jail all day, they should
learn about woodworking or how to repair some appliances, and even learn how to live with others in the society happily.
They should also be rehabilitated by getting a library, sports area, music room, a courteous warden, and at least a sanitary
cell. According to Are Hoidel, the director of the Halden Norway Prison, ‘Every inmate in Norwegian prisons is going back

to the society. Do you want people who are angry — or people who are rehabilitated?’

From the Prathom S classrooms of Khun Khru Dr. Harry Vanduyne
From the teacher:

In the first semester our P5 budding writing artists learned to experience the joy and excitement of telling (writing) a
story to their audience, the parents, their buddies and their coach, from pictures in their minds. They gained fun and motivation
from the realisation that their brain ‘thinks in pictures’, and that the stories they were about to tell were already right in front
of their eyes. These young writers practised how to create a ‘happy reader’ by taking the reader by the hand and walking him
or her through their story. As a result the ‘story line hot-spots’ are identified as keywords (nouns) in the picture, and these
become part of a short and simple sentence allowing the writers to check their grammar and time frame of the story. The
fundamental task of exciting creative writing that ‘sells’ the story to their readers, then looks like this: go from Pictures, to

Keywords, to Sentences, to Story, (and to your reader).
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From Ms Ploynapat Siripatpakdee, Prathom 5

Paradise on Earth

The Picture
Keywords Sentences Keywords Sentences
1. Paradise This place is like paradise on earth. 6. Sky The sky is so blue there.
2. Water The water is very clear. 7. China The place is located in China.
3. Mountains  There are tall mountains around the lake. | 8. Colour There are many coloured trees.
4. Trees There are beautiful trees. 9. Leaves The leaves fall from the trees.
5. Fish There are fish swimming in the water. 10. Travel I think I want to go there to travel.
The Story

This place is like paradise on earth because it is the most beautiful place on earth. There is a beautiful lake surrounded
by mountains that touch the sky. There are also trees all around. The trees are multi-coloured and leaves fall down from them.
Fish swim in the water and birds chirp happily in the trees. The water is so clear that you can see the bottom of the lake. There
was also a legend that a beautiful girl once lived there before she got cursed by an ugly witch who was jealous of her beauty.
There is still a statue of her near the lake.

This place is located in China. I want to go there to travel because I like to look at nature’s beauty. I really would
like to take photos of nature to show my friends. I am sure they would want to go too since they all love nature (well, most
of them). I want to go with my family. I also want to go to some ancient cities of China because some of them were from the
three kingdoms age. (This age was full of war.)

Lastly, I want to say that I really want to go there someday and enjoy the nature. But I do not think I will go to China
any time soon. It is not holiday time yet and I heard from my friends that China’s bathrooms are quite dirty. So I should wait
for a few more years and then go. I also think I should not go yet because there are many things to do here in Thailand. I might
wait until I am about 16 years old and then I will go to China. Until then I should just focus on my studies here in Thailand.

I cannot wait until then (but I guess I have to).
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From the Prathom 6 classrooms of Khun Khru William Glover

Prathom 6 students have been learning how to write descriptive paragraphs as well as informative narratives. Meet

the wondrous Elfacorn and then refuel with some cornflakes.

From Ms Nara Phonpraserth, Prathom 6
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From Ms Pitsinee Laokirkkiat, Prathom 6
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From the Mater Dei Teachers:
Storytelling through Photos
By Monica A. White

Mater Dei launched a new and exciting elective
course for M5 students called ‘Storytelling through Photos’
in the current semester two. Designed for students who have
a passion for photography and storytelling, this course teaches
students how to tell impactful stories through their pictures.

Divided into two key parts, the course is taught by
leading professionals in the creative communications indus-
try. In part one, students learn the principles of photography
such as how to capture pictures using proper lighting, com-
position and exposure; photography etiquette; and, types of
photography, e.g. travel, street, portrait, etc. Part two focuses
on the narrative part of the process. Students learn how to
compose inspirational captions and write compelling stories
for their photos and how to present their work. Throughout
the course, students will complete photo projects which are
constantly reviewed and evaluated on a one-on-one basis by
a professional photographer. By the end of the course, their
high-quality photos and stories will be entered in a competition
and showcased in a school-wide exhibition. Students are also
asked to keep a journal to log in their experience throughout
the course.

Instructors for the course include two Mater Dei
parents, Khun Thanut Singhasuvich, one of Thailand’s leading
commercial photographers and Khun Louis Boonsinsukh, an
experienced graphic designer and keen photographer. From
time to time, guest speakers are invited to talk to and inspire the
students. Recently, Hans-Werner Mueller, Executive Creative
Director of Degree Agency, spoke to the students about the
‘The Truth in Communications.’

Watch this space for some great photo stories from

our students!

The English Pages

Monica A. White
has recently joined Mater Dei
School as a part time teacher.
She comes to us following a
distinguished career in busi-

ness. After graduating from

Lewis and Clark College
in Portland, Oregon, USA,
and a period in marketing and advertising, she joined
the McCann Worldgroup communications agency.
She rose steadily through the ranks and reached the
top — CEO of McCann Worldgroup in Thailand. She
has the great distinction of being the first woman ever
to hold the position of CEO in the McCann Thailand
organization.

A few years ago she began to look for new
challenges. Because she is half American and half Thai
(and fully bilingual with dual Thai and US citizenship),
she decided that teaching English would give her a
chance to do, as she wrote then, ‘something that makes
a difference and gives back to the community’.

At Mater Dei, Khru Monica has developed
an immensely popular course for M6 called ‘How to
Become a Great Presenter’ for which she has unique
profession qualifications. She will again bring her
professional experience, now in photography and
writing, to bear for advanced learning in an exciting,
yet practical, context.

Welcome, Khru Monica!
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Pupil Engagement and Motivation
By Simon Webster

During my teacher training year in the UK, I was
placed ata Comprehensive School within a residentially dense
and deprived geographical area with a higher than the national
average number of pupil premium students, that is, deprived
children in care of the local authority, those receiving free
school meals, or those with parents in the armed services.
I repeatedly observed what I interpreted to be disengaged
and disruptive behaviour and as a result chose to undertake
research with the intention of gaining a greater insight into
improving pupil motivation and engagement.

My training encouraged me constantly to reflect on
my lessons, incorporating triangulation as a research method.
I was influenced by Brookfield’s theory of using four critical
lenses to become a reflective teacher in order to strengthen
the validity of my findings: the self-reflection lens, the student
feedback lens, the peer assessment lens, and the scholarly
literature lens. (Stephen Brookfield, Becoming a Critically
Reflective Teacher. San-Francisco: Jossey-Bass. 1995).

I discovered the majority of my pupils were most
consistently engaged when there was a combination of in-
dependent learning, creativity and controlled activities that
offered a sense of purpose. However, I also discovered that
increased independence can create blocks for challenged pu-
pils who may display signs of self-helplessness. Pupils with
low self-esteem can turn to various self-protecting strategies
because they think they will not succeed. It can, at times, be
easy to take such disengaged behaviours personally but it is
important to remain insightful and operate in the opposite way
in order to develop engagement rather than breed disengage-
ment. These behaviours can meet a need for the pupil and are
therefore self-judged as successful. It can be helpful to look
at what needs are being met by the pupil’s behaviour and see
if you can meet those needs in a way that will lead to more

appropriate behaviour. There could be an element of needing

Simon Webster
joined Mater Dei School in
2015, leaving behind a suc-
cessfully developing career
as a composer, designer and

illustrator. As he wrote at the

time, he sought to take up a
‘more personally rewarding
career’ and pursue his true passion — teaching. After a
year at another Bangkok school, he had also fallen in
love with Thai culture.

It was a big step. He had graduated in the U.K.
with a Bachelor of Arts Honours Degree in Illustration.
He had early success as a graphic designer and web
designer and he had produced illustrations for major
publications.

His music composition, begun in universi-
ty, blossomed into a major activity. Self-taught as a
guitarist and pianist, Simon now has hundreds of film
and commercial media works for piano, orchestra and
vocal to his credit as a composer, including bespoke
campaigns for Lexus, BBC, NBC, National Geographic,
Sky Sports, Ferrero Rocher and Peroni. He has a 2009
self-titled EP, works published by Universal, EMI, Sony
and BMG; he has won numerous music prizes as well.

After a year with Mater Dei, Simon felt he
needed more study and training, so he applied for two
U.K. programmes: the PGCE (Post-graduate Certificate
of Education) and the School Direct (Salaried) pro-
gramme. He was admitted to both and thus participated
in them concurrently. The School Direct programme
requires the participant to teach fulltime in a disadvan-
taged school. That experience provides the basis for his
contribution to this issue of The English Pages.

Welcome back, Khru Simon!
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to belong socially by seeking peer recognition and approval by ‘playing up’. You could look to meet this need by placing the
pupil in a constructive group task, where he or she might secure approval in a more positive way.

Communication that promotes a pupil’s sense of independence and competence will promote intrinsic motivation.
This can in part be attributed to increased confidence and the influence it can have on a pupil’s willingness to participate.
Additionally, giving pupils explicit feedback on what they are doing well and on areas in how to improve but allowing them
to take ownership and be pro-active in setting targets, helps to build confidence. Being specific and factual and not vague on
both praise and developmental areas is essential.

I became aware of the implications of intrinsic and extrinsic motivation. Fundamentally, the differences are that in-
trinsic motivation is governed by one’s own internal desires, such as undertaking a task for personal value or pure enjoyment.
Extrinsic motivation is driven by external factors, such as completing an activity influenced by external rewards and sanctions
that, when removed, are likely to lead to a decline in motivation. Whilst rewards can encourage pupils to learn to focus, if used
too much, pupils can lose interest and an alternative must be found. Equally, the overuse of sanctions can encourage pupils to
become more adept at avoiding them rather than to focus on learning. The need to link the learning objectives to the pupil’s
needs and create a sense of purpose and clarity is essential. If intrinsic motivation is not present, the pupil will struggle to
create any sense of genuine purpose in striving to acquire knowledge. The subject of English possesses great scope for cross
curricular activities, enabling a variety, depth and richness within lesson planning which can all promote pupil engagement.

Whilst the year was incredibly challenging, I gained invaluable experience and discovered a great number of past and

contemporary teaching theories and methods that I intend to continue to implement and evaluate whilst at Mater Dei School.

The View from Prathom
Piyamart in October
By Bryan Jacques
On Monday 2 October eleven excited Mater Dei M4 students and three staff departed very
early from Suvarnabhumi Airport, heading north for a week of volunteering. The ultimate destination
of'this trip was Piyamart Primary School in Phayao province where a holiday programme has been in

place for a number of years.The effort and time volunteered by the M4 group certainly brings many

new enjoyable experiences to the Piyamart students.
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Preparations for this October’s programme started in early September with the group meeting on a number of occasions
to plan fun activities in English, mathematics and Thai. The lessons given by our M4s are well researched and detailed into
lesson plans. The topics included such things as wild animals in English, telling the time in mathematics and Thai spelling
games. It was delightful to see all students having so much fun. Our M4s certainly enjoyed acquiring this new life skill.

Many thanks must go to Sister Prapassorn, Khru Punsri (Principal) and all of the Piyamart sisters and staff for again
welcoming us into their school, allowing us to take control of their students before their holiday period. Khun Kitiya, a Mater
Dei parent, again ensured that we were well settled and benefitted from northern-style hospitality. Khun Kitaya has constantly
offered assistance to Ajarn Sumitra since the commencement of this programme.

It was not all hard work for us. We must thank the two van drivers who were hired to be with us all week. They
met us at Chiang Rai Airport for a full day of sightseeing on 2 October. We were delighted by the Blue Temple, the White
Temple, Singh Park and so many other beautiful attractions. The drivers certainly had long days and ensured we were where
we needed to be on time. After four days of the holiday programme, they then took us on another sightseeing venture around
Phayao before dropping us off at Chiang Rai Airport for our early evening flight back to Bangkok on Saturday 7 October.

The Piyamart kids always make for a happy time. The October 2017 programme was great. These wonderful hol-
iday programmes will definitely continue in the future, allowing our M4 students to develop their life skills and serve the

community, as we should, in the Serviam Spirit.

The MD M4 students teaching Piyamart P4-6: The MD M4 students teaching Piyamart P1-3:

English English

Kornravee Thumpisut (M4/5) Jina Lee (M4/4)

Pimyada Kunanond (M4/5) Napattamol Na Chiengmai (M4/4)
Thai Thai

Kantika Vichayamethakul (M4/5) Raroengchon Rattanavijai (M4/1)

Nichakamol Chuenpisal (M4/1) Supanita Kumsorn (M4/2)
Mathematics Mathematics

Anyapat Asawawattanaporn (M4/4) Sawanya Thasak (M4/1)

Napas Ruetaijetcharoen (M4/4)
The Mater Dei staff:
Khru Ninlawan Jetwaranyu

Khru Kanokwan Thairatana

Khru Bryan Jacques
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