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“Mater Dei is an amazing school! It's very
beautiful, and the people here are very kind. Com-
ing here is a wonderful memory for me” MﬁﬂuLLﬂm
9a9tinFauaNsday Cor Jesu, Malang, Indonesia
Wau  wazlileudn “The teachers and students are
very friendly and made me feel comfortable to
study here.” Wa< "I am very happy when Thai
people say hello by closing their hands together.”
"Thank you so much for treating us so well.” UaY
ﬁQﬁ *| really love to stay here and | don’t want
to go back to Indonesial” LLﬁZ‘ﬁIﬁ’lﬁiy | hope we
can always be friends, and build good relationship

between Mater Dei and Cor Jesu.”
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*| feel very honored to have been able to take
care of the Indonesian students. It has been an
experience full of fun, laughter, and new friendships.
| admire the Indonesian students, for they had a
fiery drive fo learn about our school and culfure.
It was indistinguishable, and that showed in the
way they fired question after question, and never
complained about the heating sun on their back.

| hope their time in Mater Dei was as lovely as

mine.”
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“I've learned how fto make a cute keychain with pieces of clothes that look like batik. | liked
the way the feachers taught us. They helped every student who found it difficult to make the hand-

craoft. | love batik and I'm glad | could find another batik pattern from Thailand.”

Tesalonika (Junior High School)

"We learnt how to make a key holder. The teachers are patient. Their instructions were clear.
Students understood what they meant. All students and teachers enjoyed the activities. The topic’s new

for them.”

Teacher (Junior High School)

"l learned painting some Thai flowers, culture, places, tourist atfractions, numbers 1-10 and infroduc-

ing ourselves in Thai. | liked the way the teachers taught us and they just fit with our class perfectly.”
Efraim Edwin Nanlohy (Senior High School)
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"We leamnt how to make an elephant mask for children and tulip from origami paper. The

teachers could entertain the children and gave us new Thai words. | like the Thailand song about

Elephant. The pronounciation of “"Chang (Elephant) is so unique.”

Teacher (Kindergarten)

*l learned dancing, singing Loy Krathong song and how to say thank you and greet in Thai.

We really appreciate it. They taught us clearly and patiently. They are very wonderful.
Amanda (English teacher from Primary School)
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This is the second issue of our newly-renamed World Languages Pages, reflecting the current four world
languages at Mater Dei School: English, French, Chinese and Japanese. This issue opens with the results of the
2018-2019 Mater Dei English Writing Showcase for Mathayom 6. Then we have some cinquaines for Mother’s
Day from Mathayom 5 students. Next, we follow Mathayom 4 students on a journey of critical thinking and writing.
While most of the contributions to Mater Dei News are based on work in the classroom, there are an increasing
number of students who simply feel a need to express themselves by writing, and we are pleased to present a heartfelt
essay by one of these students. We then have some paragraphs from Mathayom 1 and Mathayom 2, followed by
writing exercises from Prathom 5 and Prathom 6. From the faculty, Khru Andre Buitendag reflects on the school’s
recent ‘retreat to advance’ for staff, and Khun Khru Bryan Jacques presents the second of four articles on Saint

Angela Merici, founder of the Order of Ursulines. We hope you will enjoy this issue.

The Mathayom 6 English Writing Showcase, 2018-2019
Beginning with this, the 2018 academic year, the main Mater Dei English Writing Showcase will be carried

out toward the end of the second semester in January. Our Mathayom 6 students, however, need the Writing Show-
case results much earlier to include with their portfolios and applications to university. Therefore, we have been
holding the Mathayom 6 competition in June or July and the results are now in.
This year Mathayom 6 students had a choice of three topics:
Topic 1 Write a story or an essay with the title ‘Be a Peacemaker’ — also this year’s school theme.
Topic 2 Write a story or an essay with the title ‘Paths’.
Topic 3 Write a proper essay about three things that are on your ‘bucket list’ — things that you
want to do or see during your lifetime. Explain why you are including each one.
There were many creative and thoughtful submissions as evidenced by the large number of honourable
mentions. Eventually two essays finished in a tie for first place. Those essays, along with the second and third place

winners, are printed here for your reading enjoyment.

First Place 2018-2019 (Tie), Mathayom 6: Ms Achiraya Wongdechakul (Topic 1)
Be a Peacemaker

Peace is a word that you might have heard often these days in the news. When we talk about the meaning
of peace, most people only think that peace is a period of time that we have no war and violence in a country or an
area. But is that the only meaning of it? If it is, why did our school bring this difficult topic up this year?

Peace seems to be something that is far from our lives as students. But the truth is that peace can be found
in every single minute in our life. Making peace does not only refer to stopping war and fighting. It also refers to
doing things that bring happiness, which is the peace in our hearts. For example, when your friend is crying and you

go to talk to her and to ask her what you can do to help her, what do you think she feels? Of course, she feels better,

auun 58 UN 15 UMsAn 2561 Mater Dei News 51



.....

calmer and also she feels the peace in her heart. As you can see, making peace is not that hard. It is the thing most
everyone can do, even children and elderly people, and it can be found everywhere.

This year, the school brought up this topic to make us aware of the people who have no peace in their lives.
They are asking us to think of those people and find ways to help them. Nowadays there are so many students that
suffer from bullying in our school. You might not notice but it is there, right before your eyes. Our mission is to
help those people to get out of the darkness and hold their hand to let them feel the peace in their heart.

Peacemaking does not have to be only about bullying. Rather, the main focus is on the happiness of some-
one’s life. So you can also follow this peacemaking campaign by helping your mother do the household chores, or
talking to your grandparents to help them get rid of their loneliness, and much more.

Therefore, asking you to be a peacemaker does not mean that you are being asked to stop wars. It means to
ask you to be the one who creates happiness. I hope these words will give you some courage and inspire you to start

being a peacemaker.

First Place 2018-2019 (Tie), Mathayom 6: Ms Thanchanok Koshpasharin (Topic 1)
Be a Peacemaker

‘The world is a dangerous place to live, not because of those who do evil, but because of those who look
on and do nothing’ said Albert Einstein. Today, many lives are lost because of hate and jealousy. We fight with
each other just because we have different opinions. The best way to solve these problems is to be a peacemaker!

To be a peacemaker is not difficult: you just need to start with yourself. First, you must be open-minded.
You cannot judge someone from their looks, words, or actions but you must learn to understand them. Always keep
it in your mind that there is no black or white and then you will not be a hater. Second, you need to be an “upstander’.
Being a peacemaker does not mean that you have to be quiet. On the contrary, you should have very good commu-
nication skills to negotiate and avoid violence. So if you see unfair actions, stand up and speak out.

Living in peace is to accept the differences of others. Trying to change everyone to be the same is not a
peacemaker but a dictator. There are many kinds of people: some of them are seen as weirdoes, some are seen as
heroes. However, you must not infringe on anybody’s rights. Be kind and gentle.

I believe that everyone is born to be free but we sacrifice some of our freedom for the sake of society. For
example, we do not steal from others because it is not right and if we did, we would punished. That is why laws are
so important. It keeps our society safe and in peace. We need to abide by the rules to make peace.

To conclude, to be a peacemaker you must start from yourself, accept differences, and follow the regula-
tions. It is not easy but they are important things to do. To make our world a better place, let peace begin with

us all!

Second Place 2018-2019, Mathayom 6: Ms Anjalina Mingcharoen (Topic 2)
Paths
Every day, we are faced with crossroads where we are forced to go down paths that ultimately shape us as
people. Therefore, we must always choose our paths wisely. There are three questions we can ask ourselves which,

when answered, can help us in making these intimidating decisions.
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In reaching a destination, there is almost always a faster way to get there, although it may not be the most
thorough option. You must first ask yourself, ‘How much time do I have, and how much of it I am willing to spend?’
By asking this question you are setting your own manageable limits.

The time you spend on a path can vary not only by distance, but also by the presence of obstacles, which
relates to the second question: Are there many obstacles, and how capable are you of overcoming them? Depending
on what you are capable of, the time and effort required will vary.

Once you know how much time you have, and what you are able to do, the last question should not be
difficult to answer. Considering the time and effort you are willing to spend, is it worth it? If the answer is yes, then
you are set to conquer the path.

In closing, there is no right or wrong way in choosing a path, but by getting to know your own perspectives,

there is a greater chance you will be happier with the choice that you make.

Third Place 2018-2019, Mathayom 6: Ms Nongnapas Asvaraksh (Topic 2)
Paths

Imagine that you are Little Red Riding Hood finding your way to your grandma’s house. In front of you
are two paths, one surrounded with beautiful flowers, but the Big Bad Wolf is waiting for you. The other path is
very dark and scary, the trees have no leaves and the branches are covered with poison thorns. Which path are you
going to choose?

In real life we also have to make decisions, like Little Red Riding Hood. However, as a student, our paths
are slightly different from hers. We have more decisions to make. Each one of us has different kinds of threats, and
most importantly we have to know ourselves very well.

If we think about those two paths as a decision we are going to make, grandma’s house would be our goal
—to get to the university. However, before that we have to make a lot of decisions to reach our goal. In Mathayom
3 we had to choose what kind of subject program we want to study for the next three years, such as the science or
math or Chinese or French or music programmes. The next decision is what university or what faculty we want to
study in for the next four years based on what we like and our knowledge.

However, along the way, on the paths we have already chosen, it is not always clear and beautiful. Each of
us has to face different kinds of threats. Some of us may feel tired, depressed or bored. Some of us may have gotten
distracted by things around us. Smart phones are one of the biggest threats everyone has to face. The most important
thing is we have to learn to overcome the threats and get back on our path before it is too late.

The most important thing we need to know and understand all along the way is ourselves. We have to make
sure for ourselves that this is the path that we really want to choose, that this is what we really like and want to
study. This is the path that we are going to dedicate our future to for the rest of our lives. If we find out that it was
no longer what we like, we have to find a different one as soon as possible, so we can get back on track again.

Finally, the paths in real life and in fairy tales may not look exactly the same, but they seem similar. Whether
it is thorns, the Big Bad Wolf or a smart phone, the only thing they can be is a threat to your path. However, you
must understand what you really want and believe in yourself. No matter what the threat is, you will surely reach

your goal at the end. It will not happen because of magic tricks like in fairy tales; it will happen because of you.
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Honourable Mentions 2018-2019, Mathayom 6

Ms Amanee Hanafee Ms Natalie Tamthai

Ms Chanipa Suwattanadeja Ms Nichapat Bundechanan

Ms Isaya Trakansatit Ms Nirrasa Vititwatanakul

Ms Lainamthong Thongyai Na Ayudhya Ms Parpimon Catherine Makarasara Vinton
Ms Mai Surintraboon Ms Poranee Haelom

Ms Napatra Wisetvara

From the Mathayom S Classrooms of Khun Khru Andre Buitendag
From the Teacher:

Mathayom 5 students were introduced to the cinquain and invited to reflect on Mother’s Day using this
form. There are several types of cinquain, but generally the first line consists of one word which defines the subject.
The second line consists of two words, the third line of three (often —ing) words and the fourth line of four words

which describe the subject, here mother. The final, fifth line, consists again of one word which echoes the first line.

From Mathayom S Students:

mother mother M ater
amazing gorgeous beautiful gentle A fttractive impressive
facing every problem kissing smiling hugging G iggling moving fading
precious treasure from heaven angel of sweet dreams I n the night sky
sunflower honey C rescent
From a Mathayom 5 group Pimyada Kunanond Kantika Vichayamethakul
mother M other mother
courageous empathetic Beautiful smart kind intelligent
gives warm hugs Gave me life working caring protecting
my extremely strong superwoman A gently blowing wind knows everything about me
sunshine Air secret-keeper
From a Mathayom 5 group Natthamon Pongvapee Chaba Jumsai Na Ayudhya
mother Mother
bossy authority Fun tedious
yelling teaching praying Challenging checking playing
spirit in the house Can’t get past you
listener GAME
From a Mathayom 5 group Sananpat Duke
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From the Mathayom 4 Classrooms of Khun Khru Graham Treadwell

From the Teacher:

In their Critical Thinking and Writing course, Mathayom 4 students learned about a remarkable young man,
Jack Andraka. When he was just 15 years old, Jack invented a method for diagnosing pancreatic cancer, a disease
that had taken the life of his own uncle as well as that of his hero, Steve Jobs, one of the founders of the computer
company Apple Inc.

As the London Evening Standard newspaper reported on 14 June 2013:

‘... Jack Andraka found a near-100 per cent accurate test for finding pancreatic
cancer. It is very difficult to find this type of cancer in people early enough to be
able to treat it. His test can find it early enough so that almost everyone will
survive.

‘Now, only 5.5 per cent of people diagnosed with pancreatic cancer live
for more than five years. Andraka’s test is 400 times more sensitive, 168 times
faster and 26,000 times cheaper than today’s tests. It will lead to big changes in
existing testing procedures. The new testing method can also detect other types
of cancer such as ovarian cancer and lung cancer’.

His achievement could save the lives of millions of people and he did it without the vast resources of large
businesses, using only existing technology in the public domain, just by thinking outside the box and making
2+2=5.

After reading the entire newspaper article and discussing it thoroughly in class, students were asked to
write, in formal English, answers to the following two questions:

1. Jack says, ‘I wouldn’t call myself smart. [ know people who are much smarter. I guess
it is how you use information. It is about creativity rather than facts. I am a creative
thinker. My parents never told me answers. They told me how to think, not what to
think’.

What is the connection between what Jack says and this Critical Thinking and
Writing Course? Give your reasons.

2. Jack says, ‘People are surprised to hear that I go to a really bad school on the city
border. They think I'm at a fancy school. I don’t believe in fancy schools.
[Government] schools teach you about real life, normal people’. Do you think that
Jack would call Mater Dei a fancy school? Give reasons for what you think.

Many students wrote perceptively (and extensively) on these questions as these extracts from their answers show.

From Ms Neennara Chatpunnarangsee, Mathayom 4

Question 1. The connections between what Jack said and this Critical Thinking class are endless. However,
the most prominent point is the application of knowledge. Critical Thinking, other than teaching students to question
things, also teaches students to use the knowledge they learned at school in their everyday lives. By the same token,
Jack Andraka chooses to actively apply his knowledge in all aspects of life. From his major scientific breakthrough

on pancreatic cancer, we can see that Jack read about an experiment in his science book and then thought of how
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he could apply and use it for his own hypothesis. The second connection is creativity. Some people have a mistaken
idea of what Critical Thinking is. Thinking critically does not mean being negative or pessimistic. In fact, it means
to think outside the box and see between the lines. The bottom line is it means to not take anything at face value.
Similarly, Jack Andraka portrays his ability to think outside the box splendidly in his 'Eureka!' moment when he
found the solution to diagnosing pancreatic cancer. Lastly, Jack Andraka exhibits the characteristics and attitude of
a true critical thinker. He is someone who has an eager mind set on discovering the truth and who is quite inquisitive.
Question 2. I believe Jack would most likely call Mater Dei a fancy school, because Mater Dei is situated
in the middle of the capital and is a private school. However, Jack Andraka is a critical thinker, so he would even-
tually find out that Mater Dei is not like most 'fancy' schools. At Mater Dei, teachers educate students on the im-
portance of 'Serviam', or the genuine mentality of helping those in need. Although most Mater Dei students may
come from a well-off background, they are still dedicated to helping others as well as being a good person in Thai

society.

From Ms Kanyapat Ploypradith, Mathayom 4

Question 1. What Jack says and this Critical Thinking and Writing Course are connected because both of
them give priority to 'how to think' which is thinking in a critical and creative way rather than 'what to think' which
is usually based on facts only. Another connection is that our teacher lets us think before [we give an] answer just
like Jack's family does with him.

Question 2 (Extract). I do not think that Jack would call Mater Dei a fancy school.... I believe that Mater
Dei is not a fancy school although it is a Catholic private school which fits in ‘a fancy school’ category. I have three
main reasons to support this idea. Firstly, Mater Dei School is open to everyone, so most of the students are normal
people. Secondly, the principles of Mater Dei School are similar to those of non-fancy schools. For example, teach-
ers have a duty to emphasize ethics and manners to students and teach them how to survive in society. Thirdly, what
makes Mater Dei School different from fancy schools is the concept of ‘Serviam’, which is ‘to love and serve’. The

voluntary work that the school provides for students helps them learn how to use Serviam in daily life.

From Ms Nibbijja Chaisiri, Mathayom 4

Question 1 (extract). ...[TThis Critical Thinking and Writing course does not give us just plain knowledge
but a chance to develop our thinking about what we read. For the writing in this course, we use our given information
and a creative opinion put into a paragraph or essay. In addition, these critical thinking skills can be used in our
daily life too, such as when we hear a news story and we have to think first is it fake or not: that is a very useful
skill which can be adapted to many things.

Question 2 (extract). ...[Jack] might think that our school is a fancy school on first impression because of
the private school image; every student seems to be rich and the school environment is so nice. However, Mater Dei
School is different from other private schools and totally not like fancy schools. Our school mainly supports students
to have ‘Serviam’ which means to serve other people with our heart. There are many activities that make us see,
understand, and help disadvantaged people. For example, in eighth grade school camp we have a chance to meet

children from a distant school at the border of the country. They were very happy to see us and it was a precious
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moment talking with them and knowing how they live.... Hence, Jack would not call Mater Dei School a fancy

school if he knew about Serviam.

From Ms Anatta Panurat, Mathayom 4

Question 2 (extract). I think at first Jack would call Mater Dei a fancy school because most students here
come from good backgrounds and often from rich families.... If Jack looks a little deeper, he will see that here in
our school we do have a very important motto called ‘Serviam’ which means ‘I will serve’. So, the school takes
students to visit people who are not as fortunate as us and do activities and share happiness with them. That makes
students know about the real lives of normal people and makes us aware of how hard their lives can be.... So, |
think if Jack knew about these things, he would not call Mater Dei an ordinary fancy school that he knows, but an

extraordinary fancy school that he never knew.

From Ms Ploi Sripoom, Mathayom 4

Question 1 (extract). The connection between Jack's logic and the Critical Thinking and Writing Course
is that they both believe in the idea of higher levels of reasoning, thinking and brainstorming. The idea is also known
as critical thinking or thinking outside the box.

In the Critical Thinking and Writing course, our teacher, Khru Graham, has students practice using their
brains, by asking critical thinking questions, comparing ideas, evaluating ideas, asking for an opinion on the evi-
dence about something and applying ideas. The teacher never asks questions that do not involve thinking beyond
the information given. He does not give out an answer to a question because these methods will not provoke stu-
dents’ critical thinking skills. In this course, instead of learning what to think, we learn to take new approaches on

given information and to think beyond that given information....

From Ms Matida Thavikulwat, Mathayom 4

Question 2 (extract).-...If having an air conditioner and a computer and being filled with wealthy people
is how Jack describes a fancy school, Mater Dei probably is one of them. In my opinion, what makes Mater Dei
different from other schools is ‘Serviam’. This idea means that you have to respect and help others. With Serviam
I believe that every Mater Dei student can learn about the real lives of normal people just like in a government
school. If Jack knew that a ‘fancy school’ like Mater Dei has Serviam, he might change his mind about fancy

schools.

Other Student Writing

Mater Dei School is trying to develop a writing culture. Teachers in classrooms and posters dotted around
the school urge students to write for publication in Mater Dei News and for competitions. Teachers are working
with students who are not even in their own classes to help them develop their writing skills. Here is an example
from a Mathayom 4 student who has been working with Khru Andre Buitendag who is a Mathayom 2 and Mathayom

5 teacher.
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From Ms Ploi Sripoom, Mathayom 4
What I Am Not

People always have a fixed idea of who you are even though this might be an inaccurate reflection of how
you see yourself. Stereotypes such as the way you look, the way you dress and first impressions, all contribute to
what each person thinks of you. Stereotypes and mistaken ideas about me are nothing new as I see them everywhere.

When I moved to the United States in sixth grade, I was the only Asian in my middle school. Because
students at my school did not know much about Asian culture, they assumed that I would act like all the Asian
stereotypes that they knew. They expected me to barely speak English, to avoid conversation with Americans stu-
dents, to always be quiet or shy, to always form my own ‘Asian squad’, to be Chinese, to be very smart especially
in math, and to be bad at sports. However, none of those statements are true, and none of them are part of my identity
or who I am.

First of all, my English skills are above average: I can speak and understand lessons in classes as [ had been
watching American TV shows and speaking English with my parents since I was young. Besides, I am very outgoing
and talkative, so I try to be friends with everyone. I always attempt to participate in class activities such as debates
and volunteer work. I do not avoid talking to Americans as I try to practice my English as much as I can. I am not
quiet or shy of stating my opinion as I have always pictured myself as a confident person since I was young and
moving to a new country was not going to change that. Moreover, I have never been part of an Asian squad as [ am
friendly towards everyone. The Asian gang in my American school was more like a group of all Chinese students.
Because I consider myself Thai, I did not feel like I belonged to that group. Sometimes I was asked why I was
friends with whom, or why I was not in the Asian squad, as most people did not understand that being Thai and
being Chinese was — and still is — not the same. Finally, I am not exceptionally smart, and I can play sports even
though these skills are not exceptional compared to the American kids.

From this experience abroad, I learnt people understood about stereotypes. First, stereotypes do not repre-
sent a person’s identity. A stereotype is an over-generalized assumption for a group of people. It is wrong to assume
that each stereotype is true for everyone because we are all unique in our ways; we do not fit into categories that
people put us in. Additionally, misconceptions of a particular group of people should not be used to identify some-
one; everyone should have the option to choose the good things they want to be remembered for, themselves.

Second, most stereotypes are inaccurate. They depend on each group and how it feels about another which
is why stereotypes tend to be exaggerated, too generalized, and too one-sided. As a consequence of that, it is very
unreliable to use stereotypes as facts, which many people tend to do. Most importantly, the idea of stereotyping
itself is wrong. Stereotypes are often used to criticize someone which encourages the concept of ‘judging a book by
its cover’ or assessing a person based on their appearance. It is wrong to judge others as it creates prejudice and
discrimination which hurts and builds barriers.

When I moved back to Thailand to study in the tenth grade, I also faced a lot of stereotyping on how a kid
from the United States should act. I was told that it was expected of me to be rich and classy, to use a lot of brand
name things, to be outspoken, to be too confident, to be too disrespectful and to be ‘fake’. However, all of these
statements are things I never even think about as I always feel that no matter where I am, I am still the same Ploi,
and nothing is going to change that. I am still going to be the same Ploi who does not care about any anyone’s

opinions. I am still not going to use expensive things as I see the value in money most of the time and I still do not
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like it when I buy things that are expensive when I could get the same thing at a lower price. I am still the same
laidback and easy-going person as I was four years ago.

In addition, I think being talkative, having confidence and being independent are good qualities to have, so
I do not see why possessing a lot of these characteristics is bad. These qualities make you stand out from the crowd
and help you in many aspects of your life. Most importantly, I will naturally change over time because of my
experiences, but not because of what others think.

No matter where you are, stereotypes will always find a way to prevent you from knowing your real identity
and shining your light. They are difficult to alter, but you can create an image of the real you to show people how
unique you are. Most importantly, the power is in your hands for you either to let stereotypes dictate your life or to

prove to others that they are wrong. Be who you want to be. Live your life the way you want. No label defines you.

From the Mathayom 2 Classrooms of Khun Khru Andre Buitendag

From the Teacher:
Mathayom 2 students were required, in their recent examination, to compare and contrast their life at home

and life at school. Here are some excellent responses.

From Ms Paticha Kosonboon, Mathayom 2
A Balanced Life

Waiting for Friday? Yes, of course I am. There are so many people that are looking forward to their won-
derful life at home and want to run out from their boring school life. But do you know that the ‘boring’ school life
also has many benefits? Both school life and life at home not only have many similarities, but also have several
differences.

On the one hand, both life at home and at school have many benefits. They both teach us to learn to manage
our time. At home, you have to manage your time for activities like reading, eating, playing, and taking a shower,
for example, while at Mater Dei you have to manage your time for lunch and the school schedule. School life and
life at home also teach you many things: school life gives you knowledge that can be used in tests and daily life,
whereas life at home teaches you what is important for your life.

On the other hand, there are several differences. First, at home, you do not have to do class assignments.
You can do anything that you want to. You can lie down on your bed all the time. However, at school you have to
sit at your desk and wait for the bell to ring and change subjects to learn. Second, at home you can eat everything
you want whereas you have to eat similar food at school every day. Third, at school you will gain knowledge from
lessons but at home if you do not have self-discipline you won’t get anything.

In conclusion, I think both home life and school life teach me many things. Perhaps the life at home is my

favourite but I will try my best to learn as much as possible from school and have a balanced life.

From Ms Anchaleeporn Apipattarachaiwong, Mathayom 2
My Two Lives
I love being at school, learning many things, and I also love my life at home, doing anything I want. On the

one hand, my life at school and my life at home are alike in some ways. Both are places where I spend the most
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time in my life. At school, I chat and play with my friends and at home I can watch TV with my family and we talk
to each other happily. On the other hand, these two places are different. First, at school I must learn many subjects
and take tests which are stressful, but at home I can just relax and do anything I love. Second, at school I am with
my friends and teachers whereas at home I am with my family. In addition, I must wear my uniform to school while
at home I can wear my favourite, casual clothes. In conclusion, these two places are alike in some ways and different

in others, but I really enjoy living in both.

From Ms Pat Sevikul, Mathayom 2
My Life at Home and in School

I consider my life at home and at school to be two completely separate parts of my life since they are so
different from each other. However, there are some similarities between the two. On the one hand, they have dis-
parate environments. Whilst I am at home, the setting is serene. It is a time that I can spend with my family and a
time of repose from school; whereas my life at school consists of a series of demanding activities such as assign-
ments and exams which use most of my energy. On the other hand, these two separate lives have some similar
aspects as well. First, I always have a group of people supporting me. At home, these people are my family, and in
school they are my friends. Second, there is often a set of rules to follow. In school, we follow rules from our
teachers and at home from our parents. In conclusion, my lives at home and in school are both similar and different

in many rewarding ways: that’s life!

From Ms Malini Synsukpermpoon, Mathayom 2
Our Daily Lives

School? Home? We all know these two placess well and we are aware of how different and similar they
are. Some of us like home better than school, and others prefer school to home. These may be the reasons why they
have different ways of thinking. First of all, home is where we can relax and do what we want but school is not. At
school we have rules — not only one but many. We need to wear our uniform correctly and we are expected to be
polite and respectful, which stresses us. Second, at school we learn and study with friends and that may be fun, but
at home we are sometimes all alone and have nothing to do. However, not everything is different: there are some
parts of home and school that are alike. At both places we have someone who takes care of and sometimes scolds
us. And even if we are at home or school we have work to do whether it is homework or housework. In conclusion,
school and home can be different and similar in many ways and these are some simple examples of why and how

everyone has different ways of thinking.

From the Mathayom 1 Classrooms of Khun Khru Edward Krauss
From the Teacher:

In the second semester each year, Mathayom 1 students study the classic children’s book The Wind in the
Willows. In one activity, each student has to decide which character from the book —Mole, Rat, Toad or Badger — is
the most like her. They must give at least three examples of how that character thinks or acts the way they do. Last
semester one student produced a particularly good essay for which there was no space in earlier issues of the mag-

azine. We are pleased to print it now.
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In the first semester, Mathayom 1 students again this year produced a narrative essay on their ‘morning

routine’ and we are also happy to present three of the best efforts.

From Ms Annik Sitdhikariyawat, now Mathayom 2 (this writing is from Mathayom 1)

In the Wind in the Willows book, there are many characters, but I think the character that is most like me is
Badger. The first reason is I do not like crowds and I do not like many people in the same place. Badger did not like
that either! Badger and I like to be in peaceful places with no one talking loudly or messing around. The second
reason is | am a very careful person just like Badger. He does many things that show how careful he is. For example,
he has many secret back doors and he just keeps them secret. He knew that his back door would be very helpful for
someone so he could help Mole and Rat get to their home safely. For me, I always do my homework and re-do it
again before I hand it in. The third reason is I can keep secrets very well and Badger does it too! He could keep the
back doors secret. Also, he could keep his friend’s secret. Toad’s father told him that there is a tunnel to Toad’s
Hall and he kept it secret very well — even Toad did not know that. The last reason is that Badger was a reasonable
guy. He was very sensible to everything — like me. I am not a funny girl so I am sensible with everything. With his
good sense, he was a good, kind and careful animal. I also make sense with everything: I rarely talk nonsense or

make a nonsense joke. Now you can see why I think Badger and I are alike.

Wriﬁng about Momings

I X 1l I\

From Ms Pitsinee Laokirkkiat, \

Mathayom 1 B i ——

W My Morning Routine s e
My day starts at about 6.00 a.m. —
% First, I take a shower and brush my m
. \
teeth. I finish brushing my teeth at e e
m{ about 6.15 a.m. After that I put on %
\
my uniform, accessories and then
=
b1 em L T my aunt will do my hair. Then we %
2
make sure everything is turned off
% and at about 6.30 am. I leave for m
me

school. My aunt drives my brother

m and me to school. I have breakfast | y
ANV gt gch

on the way. At about 7.00 a.m. I ar- \
M rive at school. The first period is 90~ R

from 7.45-8.35 a.m. e
Such a busy morning! '\
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Writing about Mornings
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From Ms Amica Sethabutra, Mathayom 1 L/ —
My Morning Routine! '

I do many things in the morning. First of all, I wake up at around 5.50 a.m. § Ul
Then I walk to the bathroom to brush my teeth and put on my school uniform. My
nanny does my hair after I get dressed. Around 6.15 a.m. I go down to have breakfast | [h 19
and to check my phone a little. After that, my brother, father and I get into the car to
go to school. This is around 6.30 a.m. [ always arrive at school around 7.00-7.10 a.m. arls
My first class starts at 7.30 a.m., so I check my phone before class.

5L ELE

I’LWI thesk IVntj i:honc Lntorc rlngs.

Writing about Mornings

W .
: —Qe* ‘stl tacthe Aoy B T \
. rt 5. 20
SO Tim¢ {7[ o

From Ms Natcha Bunprakasit, Mathayom 1
Getting Ready for the Day

It is easy for me to get ready for the day. First, I wake up at 5.20 or some- ;‘\H
times I’m very lazy so [ wake up at 5.30. Then I take a shower, get dressed —%M
\

\

and do my hair. After that I get in the car and eat my breakfast. I arrive at

school at 6.30. When I arrive I just sit at my desk and do my homework or
study for an exam. Finally, I start praying with my friends and start my

first class.
—_itnds C
)
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An Open Letter from Khru Stuart Rooney, Representing Prathom Teachers

From the Teachers:
Dear Parents or Guardians,

As you may know, here in Prathom we have introduced a new text-
book for the 2018—19 academic year. All teachers have expressed delight at
the density of possibilities with Super Minds from Cambridge University
Press. The text is designed to enhance learners’ thinking and creativity skills
while also sharpening their memory. Additionally, it incorporates math, sci-
ence and music as well as exploring social values and problem solving.

The student book and workbooks are accompanied by an interactive
DVD-Rom bursting with fun activities such as word games, crosswords,
karaoke songs, audible stories and even short documentaries.

There are many valuable writing and creative thinking activities
throughout the text as well as mini-projects. The ‘make your own volcano’
project was great fun in Prathom 5. This lesson doubled as a history lesson
relating to Mt. Vesuvius and the Pompeii disaster, using the past tense with
our target vocabulary. A display of student ‘masterpeices’ can be seen in the
Prathom hall.

Once the teachers have finished a unit in school, please feel free to
encourage your children to complete additional pages of the workbook and
student book. There is an abundance of activities you can enjoy together,
such as recipes, songs, poems and mini history lessons.

We believe the students enjoy the text, so we are very grateful to
have the opportunity to use Super Minds this year in Prathom and we shall
greatly appreciate your continued support from home.

Regards,

From Prathom 5 Students:

Ms Jiratchaya Limastian Ms Lapasrada Ploysongsang

FT s
i) e

Ms Piyawan Bavonratanavech
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From the Prathom 6 Classrooms of Khun Khru William Glover and

Khun Khru Sirichana Homsilpakul
From the Teachers:

Our new textbook, Super Minds, has a unit on pirates and pirates’ treasure. One of the activities in this unit
asks students to complete a paragraph (shown in capital letters) by supplying their own words (here underlined)
about pirates arriving at a treasure island. For the second paragraph, however, students had to develop, in their own
words, a whole story about the arrival of a rival pirate ship. Here are two examples of the writing produced by our

Prathom 6 students, one of whom even changes the story to be about a lady pirate captain.

From Ms Pirada Ramingwong, Prathom 6

VR

AFTER THE DEATH OF THE FAMOUS PIRATE CAPTAIN IRONHOOK,
YOUNG PIRATE Ironhook Lagoon of the Sea FOUND HERSELF WITH A [irax¢
MAP TO THE LEGENDARY TREASURE ISLAND. AFTER SAILING [** °¢
FOR 3 days, SHE ARRIVED ON THE ISLAND AND DUG UP A TREAS- | ..
URE CHEST FULL OF gold coins, gold AND pearls. SHE WAS VERY
HUNGRY AND THIRSTY, SO SHE ATE SOME spaghetti carbonara AND |*“" |
DRANK a chocolate cream frappe. SHE DECIDED TO HIDE THE TREAS-
URE CHEST under the bushes next to the gold river AND WENT TO SLEEP.

— _ S TTOARD JOME PEOPLE
SHOUTING 50 -#¢ Got up AND HID IN (O
“ ANV RIV IN SOME BUSHES Af v H
e } o v
£ ICATES Cot v Tonk L veer fa

AT MIDNIGHT, ANOTHER PIRATE SHIP ARRIVED. THERE WERE 15 pirates. My private
bodyguards HEARD SOME PEOPLE SHOUTING SO THEY GOT UP AND HID IN SOME BUSHES.
After that the pirates slept and took a rest for 3 hours. My private bodyguard told me the pirates were

resting. We needed to hide, so I ran and saw their pirate ship that was full of gold, iPhones, Macbooks,

swords, cheese, a map of the treasure and gold swords, so I took their ship and tied my ship to their ship.

After that I went to my old school in MD Island and gave 5 Macbooks to Teacher Onuma and left gold for
the whole island. I left hundreds of everything left in my ship. THE END.

g Wigcg,, U U (ut@/
—= A & S
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From Ms Eryn Wongananda, Prathom 6

] ] ‘
.TH OF THE FAMOUS PIRAT

HE DEX - :
NFTER THE focot  Steve

x

rd AFTER THE DEATH OF THE FAMOUS PIRATE CAPTAIN IRONHOOK, YOUNG
»| PIRATE Captain Parrot Steve FOUND HIMSELF WITH A MAP TO THE LEGEND-
D[ ARY TREASURE ISLAND. AFTER SAILING FOR 2 months HE ARRIVED ON
-l THE ISLAND AND DUG UP A TREASURE CHEST FULL OF gold coins, gems
* AND diamonds. HE WAS VERY HUNGRY AND THIRSTY, SO HE ATE SOME
M candy AND DRANK a chocolate milkshake. HE DECIDED TO HIDE THE TREAS-
URE CHEST in the toilet AND WENT TO SLEEP.

cotes - Bpeee—— A
9.3 QIS OME BUSHES. [DErs ==
— ers owch |

i IDINS
SHOUTLLNG §O HE GOT yRANDHID

AT MIDNIGHT, ANOTHER PIRATE SHIP ARRIVED. THERE WERE 28 pi-
rates. Captain Parrot Steve HEARD SOME PEOPLE SHOUTING SO HE GOT
UP AND HID IN SOME BUSHES. There were lots of pirates on his boat. They
took the crew as their prisoners and asked ‘Where is your captain?’ ‘He is in the

room’, one of the crew answered. ‘Find him now! He’s in the room’. Captain Par-

rot Steve ran away. They caught him and said ‘Where is our treasure that you

stole? If you don’t tell me about it, we’ll throw you into the sea and sharks will

eat you’. ‘Hold on!’ one of the men said. ‘I’ve stolen your treasure because the

pirates stole our treasure. That’s why we didn’t have any money to buy food. I

will tell you where your treasure is but please let us go’. The pirates made their

promise and the man took them to get their treasure. He felt happy that no one was
killed. THE END
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From the Prathom 5 Classrooms of Khun Khru Brandon Darr
From the Teacher:

While learning about the rainforest in the new textbook, Super Minds, students had to discuss a screenshot
of a computer game set in the rainforest and role play a dialogue about the game. Afterwards, small groups had to
create their own rainforest computer game and share it with the class. Here are two of the more ambitious drawings

and summaries.

From Ms Pornpassanun Vongsinsirikul and Ms Piyawan Bavonratanavech, Prathom 5

Summary: Amazon Hunter

A Hello! What are you playing?

B: This is a new computer game. It’s called Amazon Hunter.

A: Why is the name so weird?

B: Because the toucan must be adventurous in the Amazon Forest by facing a lot of dangerous
wild animals. That is why it is called Amazon Hunter.

A: What do you have to do?

B: You are a toucan, and you have to find fruit such as strawberries and cherries.

A: Is that all?

B: No, you have to do many things.

A: Like what?

B: You have to ask for help from the sloths and the monkeys and beware of other wild animals.
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A: OK, Is that all?

B: No, you also have to ask for help to earn points. You earn points by finding fruit.

A: How many points can you earn?

B: You can earn 1000 points for each fruit that you find. Do you want to play? If you join this game, you will get
special bonus points.

A: Yes, I would love to! The picture in this game is so cool! What is the toucan doing?

B: The toucan is flying to look for fruit and to avoid dangerous things.

A: Let’s play the game!

B. Sure!

From Ms Kantamanee Jiratansiri and Namada Kertwithee, Prathom 5

Summary: Anteater Jump
This game is called Anteater Jump. This game is about the adventures of an anteater that has to cross from one side
to the other side of a river, reaching the treasure. You have three hearts at the start. This is not an easy game due to
the obstacles along the way. The anteater needs to jump over the moving wood [logs] and has to dodge the toucans
that drop fruit on it. Once it is hit by fruit or a typhoon, it will lose half of one heart. If it stands over the broken
rock for more than 5 seconds, it will fall down into the river with half a heart reduced. When it falls into the river it
will need to get to the log as soon as possible or else half a heart will be reduced every 10 seconds. But if it is eaten
by a crocodile, it will reduce one full heart. If no more hearts are left, it will be game over. You can buy a heart for
500 coins from the shop. If you see a monkey appear and click on it, this will shield and protect you from any danger

for 3 minutes.
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From Mater Dei Teachers:
A Retreat to Advance
By Andre Buitendag

Originally a small, somewhat dilapidated wooden house squatting on the Hua Hin beach, Mater Dei’s cur-
rent Petch Samran Centre now stands nobly on the seafront on a spot selected decades ago by Sister Genevieve after
her walk along the sands in search of a suitable retreat for Mater Dei students to be evacuated from the ravages of
the Second World War. The impressively rebuilt, modern Serviam sanctuary accommodates the extended Mater
Dei family, most comfortably, in a home for reflection, learning and relaxation.

For the first weekend in August this serene retreat venue was enjoyed by seven members of the Mater Dei
teaching and counselling staff: Khun Khrus Ajjima, Colette, Nitima, Rajinder, Aadil, Andre and Wang. Facilitated
in the guiding radiance of Sister Ruang Kanjana, we reflected on values based on Christian ideals, and used these
understandings to revisit ourselves, others, and our teaching and learning.

Topics explored in the happy light of Sister Ruang (re-nicknamed Sister Radiance’) included:

Day 1: Spreading light and enlightenment, through truth and peacemaking
Transforming negativity and anger into constructive energy
Accepting without judgement, and respecting others’ viewpoints
Reflecting on and having light and delight in our lives
Prioritizing enjoyment and minimizing guilt
Choosing to be friendly and open to others

Day 2: Attracting angelic qualities to discover unconditional joy
Trusting in the timing of the universe, and resisting insistence

Radiating warmth and kindness, unconditionally

Teaching and inspiring, by setting examples
Being instruments of peace (with reference to the Prayer of St Francis)

Practising spirituality, and being involved in life, love and laughter

It was insightful and rewarding for us all to listen to each other’s thoughts on these topics, and share and
laugh about our routes on the paths to strengthened ties and understanding. We thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated
strengthening our collegiality in more informal ways too: enjoying the superb weather whilst strolling along the
beach; visiting colourful evening markets and shopping centres, exploring the town and its trendy and touristy of-
ferings; and supplementing the already superb Petch Samran meals by indulging in exotic chocolate brownies, oc-
topus waffles, gigantic plantains and a formidable variety of ice cream.

The MD staff, whether as a group crammed into two rows of a sorng-tda-ou or in a circle sharing contem-
plations on peacemaking, we had a wonderful three days of collegiality, reflection and fun. Grateful thanks are
extended to Mater Dei, Ajarn Sumitra, Ajarn Tina-Marie and all the organizers, behind-the-scenes and support staff,

and to colleagues who made this our retreat to advance.
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Thoughts from Khun Khru Bryan Jacques

Saint Angela Merici: The Second Vision
Dedication to a Life of Holy Service: Part Two of Four
‘Reflect that in reality you have a greater need to serve the poor than they have need of your service’

I am imagining a group of young women, converts to the Lord, converted by Angela Merici, an Angela in
her twenties. Please also take the time to picture yourself, like them, living in the late fifteenth and early sixteenth
centuries, the time of St Angela’s sincere dedication to God. This was a time when the poor of society were treated
as nothing. It was a time when the authorities were acting selfishly, not with the needs of society at heart. Families
were also suffering from extremely bad moral values. Added to this was the devastation of land and spirit of the
people brought about by war.

Angela Merici, their Christian mentor, had been through a great deal of distress and personal hardship at a
young age. She was thankfully helped by the Lord in her first vision, a vision that strengthened her Christian faith.
This was, of course, the vision of her sister being safe in the arms of Jesus. This time of Angela dedicating her life
to God was some years earlier. Then, something further happened, something to deepen her dedication. I am cur-
rently thinking of Angela Merici in her vineyard in Desenzano praying to her beloved Lord. As she is praying, her
second vision occurs. She sees a procession of young women climbing a stairway to Heaven. God’s plan for her
was indeed in action at this time. God was ensuring that she realised her future
life’s work would be in helping girls and women. These girls and women would

actually be from her home area of Desenzano and Brescia in Northern Italy.

Angela had noticed a need and, probably over some months, gathered = == = { *

some of her friends together to talk about the Bible and religion. This was in the &%+ - &

area of Desenzano. Like Angela, her Christian friends had been spreading the m £

word of God through their devotion to St Francis of Assisi. Being in this group ™
Scala del Brodazzo Sant' An-

gela Merici: La visione del
quite afraid. Going against the family values of the time and having no idea of  Brodazzo (Ladder of the

how to work with the children to whom they had dedicated themselves would ~ Brodazzo Saint Angela Merici:
The Vision of Brodazzo), by
Pietro Rizieri Calcinardi, 1834.

which was challenging the norms of the day, some would have certainly been

have frightened them.

Angela Merici and her trust in the Lord encouraged them so very much.
Her lovely nature and her ability to lead gave them the encouragement to pitch in and commence work with friends,
starting schools with a strong religious grounding for youngsters, especially girls, in the local area. They already
knew how to work together as they had been meeting for home prayer for quite some time. Their work in Desenzano
lasted for at least ten years. By about 1516, news of their wonderful work had spread to nearby Brescia, where with
great support from the community they were asked to set up a school in a house donated just for this purpose. God
was certainly working through Angela Merici, or ‘Angela of Brescia’ as the locals had fondly nicknamed her. This

was certainly a time to be proud of, a defining moment for women.

Sources: The internet pages of Biography Your Dictionary, Catholic Online, Holy Spirit Interactive Kids Zone, St Ursula
Academy, Ursuline Sisters of Mount Saint Joseph and Wikipedia. Illustration from http://www.ursulines-uc.com/
permission requested.
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