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“We do not learn from experience ... we learn from reflecting on experience.” U8
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“The art of life lies in a constant readjustment to our surroundings.” — Kakuzo
Okakura, The Book of Tea
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Jguinsai 9185us$dsna U.1/1

195us197a Gold U Solo Category - Young Children 311318113 The Southeast Asia (SEA) Piano
Competition 2020 Preliminary Round

1AsUs197a Merit §'u Solo Category - Young Children 911518015 The Southeast Asia (SEA) Piano
Competition 2021 Final Round

dnlag SEA Piano Competition Wlo¥ufl 15 nsngnas w.a. 2564

sy suanana U.1/2
1A3U5197a Silver Prize Useinn Young Talent (Age 6 & under) Tus1en1s London Young Musician
2021 - 2022 Season 1 4alay London Young Musician 1ila3uil 22 nsnges n.a. 2564

usins wanuauauun U.1/4

173U5197a Gold Award ¥6u Kindergarten 9101549994 Hong Kong International Mathematical
Olympiad (HKIMO) Heat Round 2021 9alag Hong Kong International Mathematical Olympiad
loYudl 25 nsngeu w.a. 2564

vaal dauviuuas U.2/2
esusnedafieiu Usewnm Singing for Kids a1¢lifiu 8 ¥ lunsutady Yamaha Thailand Music Festival
2020 dalaan1uening detudl 11 §urau wa. 2563

2sStucyY nFAM3nia U.3/1
195u5197a Distinction UseLny Piano Grade 2 Tus18n1s Graded Examination in Music Performance
alag Trinity College London wie$ud 21 dwnax w.a. 2564

nafs uavduns U.3/1

1fi5us199a Elite Award for Violin Solo Competition 5¢AU ABRSM Grade 1-4 Category Tun1susznan
aussAAEANTIIITRn ST 7 (7th Singapore Raffles International Music Competition 2021)
alag Singapore Raffles International Music Festival Ussine@snlu$ idloTudi 8 ASNYIAL W.A. 2564
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LwuswsSu tAsugUeiuun U.3/2

1A5Us197a Champion waws1eia Gold Medal se6u Grade 2 Tun1sutsdu 2021 International
Talent Mathematics Contest nlagl International Talent Mathematics Contest (ITMC) dlefuil
20 NUANTWUS WA 2564

1p5us19¥a Champion e TanziuuasnsouUstluAngnm s1eiansiuugeasuiu 1 - 5 vessediu

Fulszaufinudi 2 warwidegmes nnsutsiundnmanidsvinelne aded 9 edumsansanm
NAsaeaas (9th TMC- Thailand Mathematics Contest) 4alag @un@innw auaiw IMC Uszdn
Usgelng dotuil 20 nuaius w.e. 2564

8suldsea Winner Award wazwiisgynes lusnens MATH-ENG CONTEST (MEC) asil 6 sesfudu
U.2 §alag umningdesuignasuns suiuusem a5 wous wad uusniy

dletuit 2 funau e, 2564

Iesunstamegmes sedutuuszanfinudit 3 lusenisunedu Singapore & Asian Schools Math
Olympiad 2021 4alae Singapore & Asian Schools Math Olympiad (SASMO) il Suil 11 wwneu
W.A. 2564

Ieusetauiognes syRutulsvaudnudi 2 lusemsutsiundinaansununnd Kangaroo Math
Competition Thailand (KMT2021) 4alng Kangaroo Math Thailand wieSuil 25 wwneu w.a. 2564
Iasusiamssgynes sesutulsvoudne msutelundinransununed s18n3 COPERNICUS
International Online Mathematics Olympiad 2021 dalag Copernicus Olympiad dlofuil 5
Tqungu w.A. 2564

1AsUs199a Gold Award Grade 2 Tun1suasdu Philippine International Math and Science Olympics
Jolag PIMSO Math iiefuil 6 fiquieu w.a. 2564

I6sunetaweamos seu KIDS BEE My $u U3 lunsudedu Asia Mathematics Olympiad-
Sansu Olympic 2021 dalae Sansu Olympic Thailand wle¥ud 13 Tueu w.A. 2564

iU Tamsames suiutulssaudnui 2 lunisudedu Singapore Interational Math Olympiad
Challenge 2021 9nlmg Singapore International Math Olympiad Challenge (SIMOC) dlotud 24
NINNIAN W.A. 2564

1A5uUs19Ta The Star of the World wazs193a Diamond Metal 520U Grade 2 Tun1sugsdu World
Mathematics Invitational 2021 alne World Mathematics Invitational (WMI) Sufl 28 NINgIAL
W.A. 2564

I¥sunetaudomes seutuuszannwilf 2 Tunsutedu Asia International Mathematical
Olympiad 2021 30lae Asia International Mathematical Olympiad (AIMO) WieSuil 1 Awna
W.A. 2564

fyaddqun AUWUS U.4/2

IFsuseamiegmesseiuussma (azuuudduil 3 vesusamna) Jvinermans suutulsvaudne
Ui 3 Tusnens Thailand Educational Development and Evaluation Tests Program (TEDET) 9@
Ing lassmsUszdfiusasiauganududanadamansiuasinemans lag audginiainfog
avfufnyvesesdnssguunifnwuiuedens Jusenieds (gud SEAMEO STEM-ED) suilafu

sUIANTeERNAY UazUTI Lag Wi S daaouutaiiuiud 4 nanau we. 2563

1#5usn9Ta Certificate of Excellence Atnadinamans uaginermans siudulszonfnu i 3 Tu
579113 Thailand Educational Development and Evaluation Tests Program (TEDET) 4nlag 1A54n13
Ussillunaviniunganududansadinmansuasinetmans lae gudgininiimeasfufnyives
BIANsTgUURsAnwILiseTeng TueeniBesls (mug SEAMEO STEM-ED) Taudleriu suimiseaudu
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uazuUT Lag wida S1in LY au Yuil 18 unsiAu wa. 2564

Iesusnetaudoames (Full Score) Fmadamans seiudulszandi 3 anlassnisnisudadu
Adlnrans Inenmans uaznwdangy Usesnd 2020 dalae ASMO THAI naeuutedy eud
18 9aAL W.A. 2563

Iesunstandemouns sedutulsvannudi 3 mnmsudsiundinenaniusandlne adedl 9 e
AUIBIRITBNINNNANAAIENS (9th TMC- Thailand Mathematics Contest) 4alag @u1TFnaIw
annIn IMC Usgddseinalng otuil 21 nuanius wa. 2564

165u3199a Gold Award 326U Grade 3 Tun1sutsdundinAmansuiuwI@ 518015 2021 International
Talent Mathematics Contest 4alag International Talent Mathematics Contest (ITMC) dnuasdu
dlotudt 21 nuaius wa. 2564

Iesunstafiesivasvume lunsaeuutstulumudnisinuasuidamadamans ads 21 sesuda
Usenu@nwTil 3 - 4 daaoutuil 21 funau e, 2563 Tasuinedesuignarunssuiuiien Biu
woud wad uusniU $17n uwazyalls asaue way wey. wWiguan 1LY o Yudl 2 Sunew ne. 2564
I¢5ussTanzuuugeandudiuil 1 vosmangaunmavuas sefudulszaufnmnousiu (U.1 - U.3) 397
Ingnemans lulasinismadeunazianndneamnisinns adail 19 Insdine 2563 Slag USEn
U wiavt wwned e WY o Sudl 27 Sunew we. 2564

IgsulaseTansuuugondoududuil 2 vosszma lulassmamaaeuau§medn Advanced Science
adaft 1 Uszddmsiine 2563 sedutulsvounuineudiu Salae V3T ey e
IasursiatssmatsdasutvyRulussaudssina Juinemansseaulszanfnuinaudu Tuns
wistuaouinvinwednNsseAuTa (@1v.) w.a. 2563 dnlasdtnaulasinisaouiniineedsinig
SeAUNIA (a19.) Srmfunidiedotielsadewinusema T o Jufl 19 wwieu wa. 2564

195us19¥a Silver Award v1adiadans Grade 3 91nN15UYITU Hong Kong International
Mathematical Olympiad (HKIMO) Heat Round 2021 dnlpe Hong Kong International Mathematical
Olympiad e ¥uil 25 nsngiaw w.e. 2564

1Asus19Ta Achiever award 3w mdlaenans Grade 3 519A5UUsTU Philippine International Math
and Science Olympics 3alae PIMSO Math 1iefuii 6 Tu1eu .A. 2564

1Asus19Ta Achiever Award 331inenenans Grade 3 Tus1en1s Philippine International Math and
Science Olympics 49lag PIMSO Science iiofuii 6 Tquieu w.e. 2564

1A5uUT19T8 Bronze Award 1waginenans Grade 3 51901360974 Singapore & Asian Schools Math
Olympiad 2021 49alag Singapore & Asian Schools Math Olympiad (SASMO)

1A3Us197a Bronze Award 391IMe1A1@ns Grade 3 $18n15U999U Vanda International Science
Competition 2021 dnlay Vanda International Science Competition

IasussiamssgRu (Silver Award) 3AdinA18ms Grade 3 519A15LU99U Hongkong International
Mathematical Olympiad (HKIMO) 58U Heat Round T 2021 Wilo¥uil 25 NINHIAN W.A. 2564
lAsuseiamsugoaund (Bronze Award) TunisudstunginAansuiuieid s18n1s WMI 2021
(World Mathematics Invitational) 526U Grade 3 dautstu 1ilaTuil 28 nsngnAx n.e. 2564

Isntyy dvaauvia u.4/3

I¥suneTauiognenns sedutulszandnundil 3 snnsutsiundineansdsanalng adedt 9
Wiodumdnienmmiadinmans dalae aundnam anam IMC Usessanelne detuil 21
NUANUS W.el. 2564

lasussiamssgmastas Grade 3 Tusienis 2021 World Mathematics Invitational (WMI) Thailand

Preliminary Round 4alag WMI Oreanizing Committee wlo¥ufl 27 Tguieu w.e. 2564
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Joutun anasewna U.4/3
195U51978 Distinction Usunn Piano Grade 1 311518015 Graded Examination in Music Performance
Jolag Trinity College London wile¥ufl 26 nuawus w.a. 2564

s3fins vad3s:ovdA U.4/4

105U5193a 3rd Runner up u Girls 9 w1815 Thailand Kids Golf Championship 2020-2021
§alae Thailand Kids Golf Charpionship (TKGC) 4 @1y Watermill Golf & Resort Wieuii 20
NUANUS W.el. 2564

175U51938 2nd Runner up Ju D Girl Tus18n15 GAD Thailand Championship 2021 dalag GAD
Thailand s @1 Royal Hill Golf Resort & Spa dlotuil 27 ﬁqmau W.A. 2564

uUWB Y1 uEdd U.5/1

1#5Usn9¥a Second Place 1p3asnuss Harp Uszinm Junior Class A saufaLden International Final
13%Us19¥a Gold Prize 1303Aus3 Harp Uszinn Junior Class A saufiden Preliminary Round
Tun1susemManuRIAANEENEITUUIUIYIR ﬂ%ﬂ‘ﬁl 8 (The 8th Hong Kong International Youth
Performance Art Festival sewinedud 30 Sumau 2563 3 31 uns1Au w.A. 2564

1AsUs197a 1st Place nMsutsduUselan Group Jazz (Teen)

1A5Us197a Gold Metal nsuiistiuiszian Syllabus Jazz Move Test 4 (Solo)

1A3Us197a Gold Metal nsudistuuszian Syllabus Jazz Move Test 5 (Solo)

91n518M15 AT.0.D. International Dance Thailand 2021 71 IssazAssnus) Aanaies AFINNUATUAT
sewieTufl 16 - 21 furew w.el. 2564

Jau suanana U.5/2
1AsUs197a Silver Prize Tusiens London Young Musician 2021-2022 Season 1
Uszunn 20th-21st Century Music 9alag London Young Musician sle¥uii 22 NSNYIAL WA, 2564

Atyunns Kauwun U.5/2

1A5Us197a 1st Place Usetan Lyrical Dance Solo 9-10 years old 210519015 International Online
Dance Competition of Music and Arts “Vancouver Stars”, Vancouver, Canada %me’iﬁﬁuﬁ
8-11 ATNHIAN W.A. 2564

1A3Us1978 1st Place Usetan Lyrical Dance Solo 9-10 years old 210519115 International Online
Dance Competition of Music and Arts “Magic Stars of Budapest”, Budapest, Hungary
Jnseminetuil 8 - 11 n3ngau w.e. 2564

1AsUs197a 1st Place Usetan Lyrical Dance Solo 9-10 years old 210518015 International Online
Dance Competition “Brazilian rhythms”, Sao Paulo, Brazil %Mlﬁauﬁqmau W.A. 2564

uguu wanulsa U.5/2
lasusnelanesideusunu 1 Usean Piano: Classical & Jazz Tusnenisn1saauinsesunianuns
Trinity 3lae Trinity College London dlofuii 10 wnau w.a. 2564
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os1 neyuss tu 2gsen U.5/2
1asus19Ta Silver Medal Tunsutisdu Young Artist Music Contest 2020: Piano Class B 4nlng
AnendonTonndal uningrdouiea Wetuil 15 wouniau w.e. 2564

afias1 aunvoiuvaa U.5/4

1i5us199a Merit 9Inn5a0UTATEAUNINNISIHY RAD Level 1 Award in Graded Examination in
Dance: Grade 2 (Ballet) Tnsaantu Royal Academy of Dance Wil fuii 9 N ATNILY 2563
1A3Us197a Distinction 315@UIRTEAUNIIAUAS Level 1 Award in Graded Examination in Music
Performance with Distinction (Grade 2) Uszian PIANO Taeantu Trinity College London 1o
7l 19 nunviug ne. 2564

0w sauncyleydvd U.6/1

1A5U5197a Bronze Prize Ju Junior Division (Age 5 to 12) 578115 The 2nd Virtual Virtuoso
Competition 2021 dalag9n3819AL81I¥UDIUTENALNY Siam Sinfonietta, Opera Siam
International Uizmmﬁa’?uﬁ 29 NINYIAU W.A. 2564

1#5U519%9 First Place \n3e3aus3 Harp 51 Junior (Age 11 to 12) 516115 Rocky Mountain 20-21st

Century Music Summer Festival 2021, Canada dlotudl 5 e e, 2564

1§5us19%a First Prize \3p9aun3 Harp 3U Junior Talent (Age 9 to 10) 578115 MEDICI International
Music Competition, England 1ieuii 15 dawnau .. 2564

1Asus1eia First Prize n19tau Chamber Harp Duo Junior Artist (Age 11 to 12) $78n15 MEDICI
International Music Competition, England dletudl 15 dwnau na. 2564

1Asus19Ta Distinction N3LaUW Lever Harp Duet Advance 1 (Age 15 years old and below), Rave
Harps International Prestige Awards (Chamber) 2021, Singapore dletuil 13 wneau na. 2564

Daun wuswsrusial U.6/4
1A5uUs19T8 Bronze Medal Tun1suiistiu Young Artist Music Contest 2020: String and Harp Class
B dnlnginenduniensafad uninerdouiing Wotuil 15 wqunnes . 2564

mudsal viuwsSauwus U.6/4

I§suseavuwe seiutuuszanfnen 5 mnmsuisiundamaniUssmelng aded 9 edum
Saasunmnndamans dalag aundnam aunin IMC Uszdusemalng Wotudl 21 nuanvius
W.A. 2564
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Marie Guyart was born in Tours, France. According
to Wikipedia her father was working in the silk trade, yet
according to the Canadian Encyclopedia he was a master
baker. Whichever is true, Marie developed a sound
knowledge of business dealings in her early years, learning
a trade by being part of it. I am just thinking of her, if her
father was a baker, her hands, arms and apron covered
in flour and dough. She would have been learning about
the ovens and baking procedures. She would have been
chatting with customers and encouraging them to buy the
latest delicacies, as well as helping to deal with payments
and delivering bread within the community. Importantly,
she would have been listening to her parents discussing
the fine details of the business. Her intelligent mind would

have securely stored all of this information.

At the age of 7, in 1606, Marie had a vision in
which Jesus asked her to belong to him. This would have
been a joyful event to Marie as she had already been
intricued by religion, and this vision helped her decide
that religion would be her pathway in life. However, it
was not until 1631 that she would join the Ursulines, at

which time she took the name Marie de U'Incarnation, the
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St Marie of the Incarnation (1599 - 1672), Inclined to Goodness

The Ursulines Move to the New World

A Two Part Series by Bryan Jacques

e\

This article looks at the years 1599-1633, when Marie Guyart was living in France

French for Marie of the Incarnation. To Marie, incarnation
surely meant taking on the qualities of Jesus’ holiness.
She took her vows in 1633 and, not many years after that,
she became the first renowned female missionary in New
France, now called Canada. We should now investigate

why this had not happened earlier.

After her vision in 1606, the young Marie dedicated
a lot of time to prayer and devotion. She actually wanted
to join the Benedictines when she was 14, however
her parents were not too happy with that idea. So, at
about the age of 17, Marie was happily married. In this
marriage, she continued to be a devoted Catholic woman.
She gave birth to a
son, Claude, with
whom she was to
have an extremely
close relationship
throughout her life.
Sadly, her husband
died in 1619,

and his business

collapsed. This



time must have been tragic for Marie. Losing and burying
her husband would have sent her mind to very sad places
and her inspiration to continue must have been very
difficult indeed. Thankfully, | can envisage her caring for
Claude with great love. Her devotions and faith in God
would have also helped in drawing her from her misery.
Marie continued to understand that her pathway included
the work of the Lord.

Marie moved back to her parents’ home, often
isolating herself in prayer and meditation, and reading
many religious books. This strengthened her spiritual
growth. From her readings about saints and martyrs she
found the story of Teresa of Avila particularly inspirational.
Teresa was a Spanish
nun who, when she
was 7 attempted to run
away with her brother
to become a martyr for
God. Marie developed
a very strong desire to
become a missionary
in the New World of
the time, the Americas.
She really wanted to

also become a martyr

for God. Teresa of Avila

was a lifelong inspiration for Marie.

After some time, Marie’s sister invited her, along
with Claude, to move into her home. She might have been
scared, wanting Marie to set her mind to daily affairs. Marie
competently managed her sister’s household, and she
eventually took on more duties in her brother-in-law’s
business. Marie kept busy, but maintained her faith, which
actually deepened. She eventually joined the Ursulines as
a novice, a very brave move for her, as she had to leave
Claude whom she adored. This was a heartbreak for both
of them, and Claude initially reacted in quite dramatic
style, as any child would. Imagine a boy of about 12, his
life upturned, banging on the doors of the convent and
crying out the pain in his heart. This would have been
traumatic for Marie as well, choosing God’s way, but

wanting to maintain links with the son she adored. Claude
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did finally understand his mother’s decision. He himself
eventually became a Benedictine monk. Mother and son
corresponded sincerely and constantly throughout their

lives.

So, always good, despite having faced enormous
challenges, Marie of the Incarnation had entered an
Ursuline convent at the age of 32, an event she likened to
entering Heaven. Living in this peaceful environment was
exactly what her heart required. As well as living a life of
devotion and prayer, Marie also took on the responsibility
of nurturing around 30 novices, not only showing them the
ways of Christian duty, but also passing on her desire for
missionary work. Marie of the Incarnation’s name became
highly regarded in convents throughout the region.
Learning from her, worshipping with her, and seeing her
enthusiasm for all things spiritual was surely an amazing

experiencing.

The story of St Marie of the Incarnation,
remarkable servant of God, will continue in the next issue,
where we will investigate the missionary work so important

to her, which took up the second part of her life.
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From the Mathayom Two Critical
Thinking and Writing Classrooms

by Christopher Scott Dixon

As part of their M2 Critical Thinking and Writing studies with Khru

Christopher Scott Dixon this term, students were asked to respond

5 Q\Say edetIyWhat youie s to ten statements about self-care. They gave opinions about

- Don't be a people pleaser

each one and had to reflect on how the statements related to

- Trust, your mstincts their own lives and experiences. The students produced some

- Never speak bad about yourself excellent and well-written work. It was particularly rewarding to
~ Never give up on you dreams
- Don't be afraid to say NO
- Don't be afraid to say YES
-~ Be kind to yourself

- Let go of what you can't control

see how much consideration and detail so many students had

incorporated into their replies.

Here is some great advice from Alisa Panja (2/2), Pargate
Nimmanheminda (2/3) & Pakpatnicha Ooi (2/4).

Stay away from drama and negativity

From Ms. Alisa Panja
Mathayom Two

Ten steps to self-care

1. If it feels wrong, don’t do it (I absolutely agree, because if you think it’s wrong it’s not the right thing to do, then

don’t do it. Listen to your inner voice.)

2. Say exactly what you mean (I think this is right if you’re trying to say something try to say it clearly, just say it

don’t be scared and don’t lie)

3. Don’t be a people pleaser (when you are doing something or anything try to do/figure it out by yourself first.

Don’t ask for help if it’s not necessary.)
4. Trust your instincts (I also agree with this. Let’s just say trust yourself, don’t be afraid of your thoughts.)

5. Never speak bad about yourself (When you get frustrated, don’t talk bad about yourself. It’s not going to help

you but it will make you feel even worse.)

6. Never give up on your dreams (This is very true because you will never know unless you try.)
7. Don’t be afraid to say no (Just put yourself first if you don’t want to do it just reject.)

8. Don’t be afraid to say yes (When you’re saying something be confident.)

9. Be kind to yourself (This is important: just trust, believe and respect yourself.)

10. Let go of what you can’t control (If something is too hard, or too dangerous for you just let it ¢o.)
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From Ms. Pakpatnicha Ooi
Mathayom Two

1. | agree with the statement because if something feels wrong to do then don’t do it but if it’s something that feels

wrong but is a good/positive thing to do then you should try doing it.

2. 1 don’t really agree because being straightforward is negative sometimes. Saying exactly what you mean is also a

good thing as well so it can be both negative and positive.

3. Sometimes when you care about people too much you tend to please people, but caring about people that

aren’t someone we’re too close to is not really good. But | do agree with the statement.

4. | agree because your instincts don’t lie. You may have a gut feeling of something that is about to happen and it

does happen.

5. | agree with this one a lot because saying bad things to yourself is very bad for your thinking. Pointing out your

insecurities is very negative but if you can stop doing it, it’l make you happier and more confident.

6. | agree. Giving up on your dreams is a very negative thing for you. Never think that achieving your dreams is

impossible. Everything is possible!

7. 1 also agree with this one a lot. Sometimes when you care about people too much you tend to be afraid of saying

no, even though sometimes you are uncomfortable, but you still have to say yes which is a negative thing.

8.1 agree. Sometimes we are afraid to say yes because we are unsure or scared because we don’t know how people
will think/react to it.

9. | again agree with this one a lot as well. Please be kind to ourselves and treat ourselves like the way we treat
the people we love. With that step, we get to know and love ourselves even more than we used to do and treat

ourselves better!

10. Letting go is a good thing to do because sometimes you just can’t control it anymore to the point that it just

breaks you. And above all, | agree with the statement.

ROW

\y PO 'V
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From Ms. Pargate Nimmanheminda
Mathayom Two

1. This is something | agree with because there are times when you don't know what's right or wrong. So, if you have

any instincts that something is wrong, the best way to handle it is to not do it.

2. I'm not sure | agree with this one. In some cases, | believe it is best to simply lie in order to avoid hurting anyone's
feelings. However, if the case is you aren’t liking something they're doing or having ideas you are afraid to share, you

should not be afraid to express your feelings to others.

3. | completely agree, many people are afraid to be themselves or are wasting a lot of time just to please other

people who just don’t even care about them.

4. Remember how people used to tell you that your first instincts are always correct? It may not always be correct,
but if you're stuck and don't know what to do, trust your gut feeling. You'll have a better probability of being correct

scientifically.
5. Everyone makes mistakes, you should never make yourself feel bad or depressed because of a few careless errors.

6. This is my personal favorite. Never give up on your dreams because of your parents or your salary or anyone. If
you try hard enough, anything is possible. Even if you do not achieve your dreams, the journey will help you achieve

greater success in life.

7. This is also very important because |, like many other people, have difficulty saying no. You should not be afraid
to tell others what you are uncomfortable with or unwilling to do. I'm sure they wouldn't

mind if they were truly your friend. b

8. Thisis also very important. Don't be afraid to take chances, especially '

when you're young. Don't waste opportunities just because you

are scared of making mistakes. They won't make you any less of
a person. Those mistakes will actually be the ones that help

you become a better person.
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Alternative Energy
M3 Listening and Speaking

by Karina Patterson

In Khru Karina’s M3 Listening and Speaking class, students learned about different types of alternative energy. Their
project goal was to research a type of alternative energy and to create a poster and presentation on its advantages
and disadvantages. Bhuvarisa Vanasuntakul (3/1) went above and beyond with her exemplary presentation and

accompanying poster. Her father was the videographer. We always enjoy it when parents are involved.

!

TIDAL POWER i

The New Sustainable Resource

YOUR HODMWE

TIDE COMING IM
icity gensration morks o
arid agai when it goss
1 by e e

TIDE GOING DUT

is Tidal ? E:“!L?\::n—|;l|:||| uting energy supply
- Tidal power (or tidal energy) is @ form of hydropower, using water o . geean power iz pradictables
crezte energy. Tidal energy converts the energy obtained from tidal - creation of shor-term, construction-related jobs
movement into electric power using tidal generators. - Delayinthe depletion of fossil fuels

- Achievemant of goals to reduce greenhouss gasses

How the power is generated? coNs
- There are multiple power-generating methods. Tidal stream generators or - The cast of instzllation of the turtine iz very high
tidal energy converters (TEC) are the most commen, most cost effective, -~ Decline of local fisheries and related jobs

- Lost opportunity for long-term jobs in @cc-tourism

and the least ecclogically damaging. Tidal stream generators use the ¢ could harm the sea crestures and @use environmensz|

kinetic energy of moving tidal water to power turbines, like wind powering problems in the oceanic ecosystem.

wind turbines. - Destruction of globzlly unique ecosyssems and natural
|landsczpes

Example of Tidal Energy Project
Sihwa Lake Tidal Power Plant, South Korea

- Location: Sihwa embankment, Ansan City,
Gyeonggi-do, Korea

- Power capacity: 254 MW (10 x 25.4MW
turbines)

- Gates: 8 sluice gates (15.3mx12m, Culvert
typel

- Annual generation: 552.7 GWh

- Project construction period: 2003-2011
(COD in 2011)

- Project cost: USD 560 million

rttmsy www nydranower.arg, hiog, technokgy- Cone- Stady-Sinwe- ioke- tido-power-station,

- metpsywaw. powarmag.com, i -plont-gyeonggi-p roWRCE-SoUth-koma,
- Ritas e inger.com;tidoranangy i =
- hitpsyfan wikipadia ongwiki/Tide]_power
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There are many excellent paragraphs that this year’s Mathayom 4 students have written in Khru Sasitorn

Examples of Outstanding Paragraphs

by Sasitorn Sinthop

Sinthop’s English Reading & Writing class. Below are some examples of the outstanding ones that have been edited.

Tips and tricks for online learning

Due to Covid-19 outbreak, school has been forced to find other
alternatives to onsite learning. So far, you have experienced online
learning for one year, and it is likely to continue for some time. How do
you adapt your learning style and habit to online learning? Please share
what works for you and how you have overcome any challenges.

Studying online is challenging and | have adapted
my online learning habit by taking five-minute breaks to
reenergize myself, and by becoming more independent.
Online learning can be very tiring, and this is why frequent
breaks between periods make it more manageable (less
dull and simpler to grasp). In addition to mental tiredness,
learning online is also hard on my body because it forces
me to keep the same position for a long time. My eyes
also suffer. To minimize these effects, | look away from
the screen often, exercise my body and drink a cup of
water frequently. These little tricks can make me feel a
lot better. Also, as far as learning is concerned, | have to

become more independent because a teachers’ help is

hard to get online. This is not their fault, but it is the result
of this particular way of delivering classes. As a result,
when | do not understand something, | can rarely rely on
teachers or friends but | have to figure that out by myself,
sometimes by surfing the Internet. In conclusion, studying
online is physically and mentally demanding, but | have

found ways to make it become more tolerable for me.
Pattawalin Vannayos 4/3

Effective online learning can be done in various
ways, starting with these three little tricks. According to my
previous experience, there are three personal techniques

that make online learning more productive and effective.




Firstly, we must adjust our habits to fit with the situations
and conditions. For example, we may wake up a little
early in the morning and prepare ourselves to be ready
for the lessons by taking a shower, brushing teeth, and
eating breakfast. Secondly, it is very important that we set
up a comfortable learning space at home. To illustrate,
we sit on a comfortable chair, arrange books as well
as stationery neatly, and keep the space clean all the
time. Lastly, as we study from home, we should leamn
to have self-control and patience over distractions. For
me, it is quite challenging to stay attentive to the lessons
and ignore all kinds of entertainment including phones,
snacks, or gaming devices. However, if we can fully control
ourselves, it will help us focus and engage more in online
classes. In short, I have been using these three techniques
which are proven to help me overcome challenges of
online learning. | strongly believe if everyone can follow
what | have shared, everyone will certainly be able to

study online happily and get good academic results.

Pichayapa Thongkukiatkul 4/2

Focus is the key for online study. First and
foremost, | began to rebalance my study and relaxation
time since | realized that nothing, even a wonderful
activity, will be good if you do it too much. Then |
redesign my room to make it suitable for studying, such
as clearing my desk every day and having all of the study
equipment ready. Furthermore, | keep my phone away
from me since it attracts my attention and make me feel
like I'm not paying attention. The next thing | fisured out
is that a planner is really useful and simple to use. When
| write down all of the tasks | need to complete, it serves

as a reminder to me to complete them all as quickly
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as possible. Finally, it is important to comprehend the
lesson. Since starting online classes, | have noticed that
understanding the lesson is more difficult. | lose attention
more easily than in an onsite session, so | write a mental
note on a post-it or piece of paper to maintain memory.
When I'm confused about something, I'll check the class
recorded video. In conclusion, the most important aspect

of online learning is maintaining your concentration.

Jidapa Itimeechai M.J4/5

Changing from onsite learning to online school
has been a rather difficult transition for me. There
were many challenges, but | have figured out how to
overcome most of them. One of the big changes is the
class schedule. Everything is always on time and you
cannot be late. My solution is to set alarms on my phone
every morning to remind me when each class starts. This
really helps me be more on time. Another big change
is about homework. In onsite learning we usually have

worksheets and textbooks, but now in online learning,

everything is done using electronic devices such as iPads
and computers. Online school also taught me the habit
of making schedules to do work. They really helped
me get things done more quickly and on time. | had to
change many things in order to adapt to online school,

but everything worked out just fine in the end.
Canisa Viravan M.4/1
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Good Study Habits
M5 Critical Thinking and Writing

During the Covid-19 pandemic, students and teachers have been challenged to adapt to the new normal
of online classes. In Khru Jeremy’s M5 Critical Thinking and Writing class, students were asked to consider their own

study habits and produce a video giving some good advice to fellow students.

In one creative video, Snow White gives the Evil Queen some great tips on how to improve her poor study
skills, and the two become friends along the way. In another, a famous Instagram influencer weighs in. And in the

third, the Talk Show episode comes with a handy poster, too!

Please enjoy some very practical and entertaining advice from 5/3 - Gidapa Utarnwuthipong and Sirinadda

Eckachai; 5/3 - Worada Raoruja and Pharadee Thanutham; and 5/2 — Sirapath Saivichit, Napatsamon Keeratiprapakul,

Apichaya Chutichawakul, and Aleeya Traimanee.
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STUDY
HABITS

o' O o)

GOODHABITS FOR
IMPROVING YOUR
STUDY TIMETOBE ©
BETTER AND MORE
EFFECTIVE.

(e, O 8]

WHAT KINDS OF
FOOD TO EAT

best place to study!

The best place to study must be a
place that is peaceful such as a
library.

How often should you
take study breaks?

Why?

Take a short 5 minute break
every 30 minutes. Every 2
hours take a longer 30-minute
break. Taking a break helps to

maintain productivity.
EAT Bemies contain many vitamins
including anthocyanin. ) GOOD THINGS YOU
= A"w L CAN DO WHILEON
YOur men ormance
DONT EAT Fried foods because trans ==Ll =
fats will reduce brain power. _ ) .
DONT EAT Hict and high-fat go for a walk; fresh air can do
foods, which are bad for your diet. wonders for your brain.
- take a nap; sleep restores the
ability to learn.
ADVICEFOR
CONCENTRATION. WHAT SHOULD

Don't get distracted by social media.
Tum off your phone and focus on what
youre doing.

Stay focused on important concerns,
when you study or doing a homework.

AVOID WHEN
STUDY WHY?

-Don't drink coffee, an overload
of caffeine wil increase your
stress.

- Don't pull an all-nighter,

you will be too exhausted to
study the next day.

-Avoid listening to music, it will
interrupt you.
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1. Donate clothes

them to poor children.

2. Donate toys

3. Educate online

SERVIAM IS TO LOVE AND SERVE
OTHERS

We find old clothes that are too small; then we give

We find toys to give to the children.

We can educate the children online.

.KulisarlalB.unnag M.5/1 No. 9
SERVIAM C’EST AIMER
ET SERVIR LES AUTRES i

1.DONNER DES VETEMENTS

NOUS TROUVONS DE VIEUX
VETEMENTS TROP PETITS.NOUS LES
DONNONS AUX ENFANTS PAUVRES.

wy

2.DONNER DES JOUETS

NOUS TROUVONS DES JOUETS AUX

ENFANTS . & ’ou

3. EDUQUER EN LIGNE il i

NOUS POUVONS EDUQUER LES
ENFANTS EN LIGNE.

DEMANCHE , SEPTEMBRE 5, 2021

COMMENT POUVEZ-VOUS
AIDER LES AUTRES ?

serviam

ENVIRON ’ SERVIAM

‘ INFORMATION ‘

SE DERANGER.

autant que possible.

TOUT LE MONDE PEUT
AIDER LES AUTRES SANS

A mon avis, Serviam c'est aider les
personnes dans le besoin. Et donner de
l'argent n'est pas la seule fagon d'aider.
Dong, je vous donne un exemple d'autres
dons. C'est nourrir, soigner et éduquer,
Aprés tout, vous devriez faire attention au
probleme et comprendre le probleme

BE MY EYES
scanne

o

DONC, PENDANT
MON CONFINEMENT

Je peux aider les personnes
aveugles avec une application.

J'ai téléchargé une application
appelée ‘Be my eyes’. Cette
application gratuite met en relation
des personnes aveugles et avec
des volontaires voyants pour une
assistance
via des vidéo
en direct,

Be My Eyes

Eduquer les personnes qui ont
bescin daide via la vidéo ou
une autre plate-forme pour que
tout le monde connalsse le
problame et comprenne.

2 YouTube

GO
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WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP
OTHERS?

EVERYONE CAN HELP OTHERS WITHOUT TROUBLE.

Serviam, in my opinion, is about assisting those
in need. And donating money is not the only way to
assist. So, I'll give you examples of other gifts. Their
purpose is to feed, care for, and educate. After all, you
should pay close attention to the problem and gain a

thorough understanding of it.
THEREFORE, DURING MY SELF-ISOLATION.

| have an app that can assist the visually
impaired. | installed the 'Be my eyes' app on my phone.
This free application uses live video to connect blind

people with sighted volunteers.

Educate those in need of assistance using
video or another platform so that everyone is aware

of and understands the problem.
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French Rendez-Vous

This year in the Mathayom 5/1 French Class, students had the opportunity to practice writing about their
everyday lives, and one of the topics was solidarity. They started by seeing various examples of French charities,
their aims and how volunteers contribute. This was followed by a class discussion about Serviam activities they
usually take part in at Mater Dei.  Finally, students were asked to write about what they themselves do to help

others during the pandemic. After a process of idea development, writing and refining, they produced their posters.

The following students had very personal stories to tell, and it is so interesting to see how many different

activities they are involved in.

Please enjoy reading the posters of Yokphaka Chuensamran, Kulisara Bunnag, Sawitta Alize Perera Kariyawasam,

Marisa Khan, Lorchula Khumton, Phillina Teresa Dejrangsi

" Phillina Teress Dejrangsi
Serviam, mah $L

[ r
ju’‘est-ce que c'est?
Acheter des choses pour ma famille

Aider ma mere a utiliser les technologies
Donner des aliments pour les animaux dans mon quartie

WHAT IS “SERVIAM"?
Buying things for my mom

Helping my mom to use

A technology
o (R
8 ‘(.‘.\ . ? @ 1 Giving food to the animals in my
:‘\ _4’ neighborhood
Jouer la musique pour détendre ma famille \ . b Playing music for my family
Donner mes vétements & pus
Aider a mettre |a table du diner :
Donating my clothes

Helping set the dinner table

Aider mes amies avec les devoirs en ligne Helping my friends with homework
Préparer les aliments pour ma famille
Faire le lit dans ma chambre

Planter les arbres

online

Preparing food for my family

Making the bed in my bedroom

Quand mon amie ne prends pas une classe en linge,

e lui dis pour ses devoirs et les notes d'étude .
‘Quand mon amie ne comprend pas les cours, je vais
l'aider et expliquer.

Sortir les poubelles

Donner de I'argent aux pauvres

Planting trees
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SERVIMY ol

?-T-.S

SERVIAM

For me the word “serviam” means | will

love and | will serve. And helping other people who

have a more difficult life. Right now, I’'m 17 years

Pour moi, le mot “serviam “ m’a
fait savoir aimer et aider les o
autres avec une vie plus difficile been to a nursing home to meet elderly people and
que moi. J’ai dix-sept ans et je
trouve toujours un moyen
d’aider les gens , je vais a la N 4 in a pandemic, so | decided to read a book to the
maison de retraite pour offir des g~ .
collations et des fournitures [ : — >y
nécessaires. Mais maintenant, ' to people presently in crisis.
nous sommes en isolation, je lis

des livres aux aveugles grace a

une application. Et je fais don

d’articles utiles a ceux qui ont

des problémes.

old and I always find a way to help others. | have
donate useful things. But at this time, we’re living

blind with an application. Lastly, | make donations

@ (L -.. 1

0.5
28 2\V»

BRINGING A LITTLE JOY TO THE
WORLD

Sawitta Alize Perera Kariyawasam #21

J'apporte un
peude joie aux
gens du monde.

At present, many people around the world
are joyless. They are sad and miserable. Their mental
health is deteriorating. Therefore, | use music to help

them feel better. | started to record videos of myself .

singing songs and playing the violin, piano, and guitar.
) Maintenant, les gens du monde ne sont
Then | posted them on the Interet. Even though it ) h ] "
pas heureux. Ils sont tristes et inquiets.
was difficult, even though | am not great at singing, Leur santé mentale se détériore. Alors, je
or playing music, | try. Because | want people to be jove de la musique pour les guérir. ®

J Jenregistre des vidéos de moi chantant
des chansons et jouant du violon, du

have fun with me. piano, et de la guitare. Puis, je les poste

sur Internet. Méme si c'est difficile, méme

happy and cheerful. | want to make them smile and

si je ne suis pas bonne en chant, ou méme

si je ne suis pas doué pour jouer de la

. musique, je vais essayer, parce que je
veux que les gens du monde soient

heureux. Je vais les faire sourire

s‘amuser avec moi.
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THE JOY OF HELPING

During this quarantine, | had the opportunity
of helping my younger brother. At this moment,
everyone must study online; my brother and | do
too. | can study by myself, but my brother cannot

- because he has just entered first grade and my

CL

parents have to work every day. So my mom asked 5

ti\Pc'=:'1c'= nce

me to teach him his entire lesson.

réelle

At first, | refused because | had never
taught young children before, and my studies are La JOiC
quite time-consuming. My brother was very lazy, ) o
and he always played mobile games all day, which D a;ld.er
| don’t like at all. My mom still asked me to help
him every day because he couldn’t keep up with
his classmates and my mom doesn’t want him to

repeat class.

So, | decided to teach him if he showed his
intention to study. After that, mom confiscated his
mobile phone. Now, my brother is more motivated
and he is concentrating more on his studies than

before. That makes my parents very happy.

| feel this is a good decision because this

day I'am very happy and proud of myself that | can

help him. In the future, if | have the opportunity to
help others, | won’t hesitate. Because the joy of

helping others is very precious to me.
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Reflection through Modal Verbs
M5 Grammar

by Rajinder Singh

Khru Rajinder introduced MODAL verbs in her M5 Grammar class via the song, “I Believe | can Fly”.
Students expressed their thoughts and feelings based on messages they perceived from the song by writing a short
essay. Woranun Kusolwattananapa (5/4) has expressed her feelings deeply and truly coming from her reflection on
life.

“I believe | can fly. I believe | can touch the sky.” — Personally, | suppose this song is inclined to imply that
people should believe in themselves and manifest their dreams. As the singer mentioned earlier in the song, he can
visualize and carry out something because of his belief. Then, he spreads his wings and flies away. In other words, he
believes he can go far in his life and g¢o wherever he wants. He always trusts that when he truly believes in something,
everything is possible. Belief can make his dreams become reality as “believe” means accepting something as true,
even without proof. Likewise, “I can fly and touch the sky” possibly emphasizes his trust in the great confidence that
he has - as he wants to notify listeners to believe in their ability to accomplish their goals beyond their expectations.
Empowering beliefs will certainly pull the performance of an individual up. Therefore, when he combines “| believe
| can fly” together with “I believe | can touch the sky”, this is referring to the impossible things or challenges he has
to face, but that he can get through them since he believes in himself. In other words, the strong belief will drive
what he does. Belief is saying “I can” when it gets hard. It is the mindset that says, “I can do that. No matter how

difficult, I will face it, and no matter how big the challenges are, | will overcome them, however long it takes.”

Woranun Kusolwattananapa M.5/4
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Expository Essays
M6 Reading and Writing

by Mark Vetare

This semester in Khru Mark Vetare’s Mathayom 6 English Reading and Writing class, students explored the

expository essay genre of academic writing. Khru Mark offered students a choice of twenty-five prompts covering

a wide range of topics. This form of essay is particularly rigorous, and students demonstrated not only technical

expertise, but also diligence, in their willingness to undergo multiple cycles of feedback and revision. Students have

produced some excellent work across Mathayom 6, which we look forward to publishing in multiple issues. We start

with two exemplary essays from 6/4, by Pim-orn Pitakskulhorn and Chatnada Prasongdee.

“More Than Just Words Written”

C.S. Lewis once stated “You can make anything
by writing.” From this, questions like what can we make by
writing or why do some people adopt it as a hobby might
be lingering around the corner of one’s mind. Writing is
far more than merely putting words together to form a
sentence, arranging sentences to become paragraphs,
and organizing paragraphs to tell a story. It involves many
factors such as organizing thoughts, displaying creativity,
as well as being dedicated and passionate to the craft.
What is often wholly overlooked is that great writing starts
with good reading. Composing a piece of work begins by
reading to absorb knowledge and writing, which grants

the authors an opportunity to learn to be creative.

To simplify the idea, people learn how to write
by reading. Professional authors often state that they write
to discover — to search for new areas of knowledge not
explored before. Writing forces a certain examination of
the subject or even the self. “Writing comes from reading,

’

and reading is the finest teacher of how to write,” said
Annie Proulx, an American novelist winner of 1993 the
PEN/Faulkner Award for Fiction. Similarly, Stephen King
had also stated, “If you don't have time to read, you
don't have the time (or the tools) to write.” Even poorly
written books can still make readers and writers realize
what they should avoid or include in their own works.
Sometimes people read only to absorb information, yet

between the lines, there is still the so-called poetry of

prose. That is where we see the unique writing style of
each author evolve. For beginning writers, this is an ideal
place to take their first steps toward reaching their goal of
finding their own distinctive style of writing. This concept
corresponds with a musing of William Faulkner stating we
should read everything from classics to trash, from well
written books to poorly written ones in order to learn
how to make the best out of one’s own writing. Reading

is one of the most fundamental needs of a writer.

Another benefit we gain from writing is that it
grants an opportunity to practice and exercise one’s
creativity. Genres of writing such as: novels, poetry, blogs,
diaries, or even drama scripts are intertwined by their
imagination as a driving force in order to produce the
creative content. Good composition is often as much
about what is not on the page as what is. "Writing simply
means no dependent clauses, no dangling things, no
flashbacks, and keeping the subject near the predicate.
We throw in as many fresh words as we can get away
with. Simple, short sentences don't always work. You
have to do tricks with pacing, alternate long sentences
with short ones, to keep it vital and alive...Virtually every
page is a cliffhanger--you've got to force them to turn it,”

said Theodor Seuss Geisel, Dr. Seuss.

According to Geisel’s statement, the use of the

word “tricks” mentioned refers to how he, as a writer,
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brings his content alive. In addition, the word “cliffhanger”
symbolizes a method that authors use to hook readers
into a story. In many cases, the method a writer employs
is largely their raw writing skills and imagination, which is
the core of every story. Fantasy stories require a writer
to visualize a clear image of setting, characters, and
scenes. To this end, the writer’s imagination is crucial to
make non-existing existences exist in the imaginary world.
To illustrate the overall idea, through writing, people
receive an opportunity to think outside of the box and

be inventive.

In conclusion, reading is the foundation of
writing; moreover, the more people write, the wider
their world becomes. Composing unique writing takes
both knowledge (background information of a certain
topic as well as writing skills) and creativity. Therefore,
writers must continually expand their literary knowledge,
sharpening their writing skills and honing their creativity.
Authors need to have solid background information from
their research and reading, then use their own creativity
to visualize the scene in the readers’ imagination while

reading their works. By doing so they are, at the same

time, learning and growing as artists and as individuals. In
the final analysis, life is all about learning, and one of the
best aspects of life is being given opportunities to discover

and invent new perspectives, thoughts and even worlds.

I'm Not Scared of Risk

What do we gain from taking risks? Win? Lose? It’s
often about experience. Often, risk means the possibility
of suffering harmful actions or events that may result in
negative outcomes. This is due largely to the fact that
every time we put ourselves at risk, there is a possibility
of loss. Nevertheless, risk-taking is a necessary and natural
process that tests our abilities and limitations and builds

confidence and personal resilience.

We use risk to calculate potential loss and reward.
The typical way we test our ability is simply by trying,
taking chances and discovering our strengths, and testing
our limits we acquire from prior knowledge and learned
experience. Risk-taking improves the understanding we
gain from experience and as well as processes we work

through, learning from both past successes and failures.
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Cleary understanding our own innate ability to modify or
change altogether the scope of our ambitions, leads to

more achievable and successful outcomes.

For example, most senior high-school students
spend much of their time studying and preparing
themselves to enter university the following year.
However, they have no idea if they will succeed, or to what
degree; these actions demonstrate seniors actively testing
their limits in a new, unknown, and largely unpredictable
situation. When a student fails to gain admission to a
favored school, their limits have possibly been reached,
as this shows some deficit in their application or actual
ability. The failure instinctively calls upon the student
to evaluate their abilities immediately; it is a call to

re-evaluate and take new approaches. According to a



small sampling of seniors high-school students, if they
were rejected from a preferred university, they would
immediately find another tact to address their perceived
shortcomings and strive to resolve the issue in future
applications. This validates that while risk-taking is one
of our harshest teachers, through it, solutions are found,

which allow us to narrow our aims and achieve our goals.

Additionally, the process of confronting
uncertainty strengthens confidence in ourselves. As we
are faced with unpredictable circumstances, individuals
will often step out of their comfort zone, and accept
challenge in their lives; with each passing victory or
learned experience develops a boldness and intensity
within ourselves. It is only natural that many, and perhaps
even most of us, fear getting into precarious, unsure,
and especially life-threatening situations. As a result, we
may give up far too easily when facing challenges and
adversity. Risk-takers learn how to moderate risk from past
knowledge and experience. This in turn reduces fear, and
increases confidence in themselves, so they press on no
matter the odds, helping them achieve the goals that

might otherwise border the impossible.

Recalling a personal experience opening an
online store during the COVID-19 pandemic, | planned
to start a small business with friends despite knowing it
was financially hazardous, especially due to the economic
downturn in Thailand. Nevertheless, my business partner
and | decided to trade the probability in exchange for
gaining first-hand business experience. In the end, we
sold all the products and succeeded with the goals we
set for ourselves. Moreover, we gained a sense of general
business knowledge and built confidence in ourselves
and our abilities to navigate risk. Therefore, | have found
in my own life that taking on risk is an excellent way
to strengthen courage within each of us which often

ultimately leads to additional opportunities in our lives.

Perhaps psychologically, when we confront unforeseen
circumstances, our natural instincts alert us to focus as
keenly as we are able on the issue so as to reduce the
probability of failure. Thus, some individuals who lack

motivation and especially a high sense of urgency may

wamumsf‘uauwmmmmﬁqﬂqw

put themselves in a risky situations and could perhaps
be more aware of the dangers risk poses. Fear of failure
is an excellent motivating force. When people are alerted
and aware of this, it naturally focuses the mind rapidly
to prevent loss and/or harm. So, even when we fail, we
are hopefully learning, growing and moving closer to our

goals and aims.

In conclusion, risk-takers build potential,
confidence, and strength by experiencing unexpected
and challenging events. When we assume risk, we test
our abilities and find ways to improve from our mistakes.
Further, people who reduce their fear and apprehension
as they experience difficulties and work actively toward a
resolution are often rewarded. Taking on risk in our lives
helps us to accumulate resilience and personal resolve
which allows us to weather the great storms of life.
Quality, calculated risk taking develops our physical and
mental stamina and critical thinking capabilities, reducing
the possibility of failure as we face ever greater challenges

in the future.
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Teaching and Technology

by Christopher Scott Dixon

"Technology is just a tool. In terms of getting the kids working together
and motivating them, the teacher is the most important.” - Bill Gates

| agree with the words of the Microsoft tycoon.
That is not being arrogant, but rather acknowledging that
despite all the many innovations and plethora of aids
which are available to us, the teacher still holds the key

to the ultimate success or failure of a particular lesson.

However, what | want to explore is the
relationship between teaching and technology. The two
are organic, or should be. Even in what is now my 28th
year as an educator, there is the constant need to be
aware of how the students learn best and the evolving
nature of imparting knowledge and guidance and the most

effectives strategies of how to employ them.

I’ve experienced the many transitions and
developments from chalk and chalkboards to smart
boards and |-pads. While I'm far from a techno expert,
I’m no Luddite either. It’s prudent though, to remember
that many students are extremely ‘savvy’ and adept at
using various devices to assist in their learning. It must
not be a competition to try and outwit them with ‘fancy’
tricks and devices. Such tactics are guilty of pointless
self-indulgence. It is rather a union of what works most

successfully in providing information and instruction.

As with business teaching, for me, the key is to
apply the KISS rule. Keep it short and simple. Whether
in a physical or virtual classroom, the use of audio or
visual aids should be in manageable ‘bite size’ chunks.
Nothing induces ennui more rapidly than a host of power
point slides with too much text, or too many images.
Consistency matters, maintain the same type face, or
bold what is deemed to be most important for retention.
Don’t just add in a video link for the sake of variety, there
has to be a valid reason. Irrelevancy encourages the risk

of inattention.

Time management is perhaps even more crucial

when deciding to introduce technology into a learning
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environment. Give allowance for possible setting up
delays or errors with internet connections etc. Have your

plan B ready.

Technology should always be compatible with
the practitioner. For a good teacher, it complements his/
her delivery and objectives. It adds a different focus and
infuses a lesson with more diversity. It should not be a

crutch for a poor teacher to rely on.

In this current chaotic world, flexibility is
paramount as human situations can change very quickly.
In education too, ‘the rise of the machines’ is something
which must be recognised, even if not all will necessarily

concur with it.

Just as we have to be in control of our learning
‘domain’, whether that is online, or face-to face with
students in a classroom, we must always be masters of
technology in whatever form it takes, but never slaves
to it.
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