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This issue of The World Languages Pages features the results of the
Fifth Annual Mater Dei School English Writing Showcase for Mathayom
One through Five and for Prathom Five and Six for the 2019-2020 aca-
demic year. (The M.6 competition was held in June 2019 so that the con-
testants could include their results in their applications for university ad-
mission.) We present here the writing of the first, second and third place
winners for each of the seven grade levels in the competition, along with
the names of those awarded honourable mention.

In this issue we are also pleased to print reports from our teachers on
two major recent activities at Mater Dei School. Khun Khru Mr Bryan
Jacques, currently teaching Prathom Four and Mathayom Special Needs
students, provides an account of the school’s production in February 2020
of the Stephen Sondheim musical Into the Woods, Jr. Khun Khru Mr
Christopher Scott Dixon, who teaches Mathayom Two, tells us about the
Second Annual Mater Dei World Languages Festival, also held at the be-
ginning of February. We hope you will enjoy this issue.

The Fifth Annual Mater Dei School
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020

As part of our Second Annual Mater Dei World Languages Festival,
all Mathayom One through Five and Prathom Five and Six students par-
ticipated in our Fifth Annual English Writing Showcase on 4 February
2020. The procedures this year generally followed those established in
previous years. Students had one hour to write. They could choose one of
three topics assigned to each grade level. They learned what the topics
were only when they arrived at the writing room on the day of the compe-
tition. They could use a paper dictionary but no other electronic equipment
or references were allowed.

There were two rounds of judging this year. In the first round the
reading and writing class teachers prepared a shortlist of finalists for each
grade level. Teachers involved in the round one evaluation were

Ms Samagita Ratnaike and Mr Ben Heffernan for Mathayom Five;

Ms Sasitorn Sinthop for Mathayom Four;

Ms Karen Ang for Mathayom Three;

e
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English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020: The Mathayom Five Division

Mr Christopher Scott Dixon for Mathayom Two;

Ms Linda Donaldson for Mathayom One;

Mr William Glover and Ms Sirichana Homsilpakul for Prathom

Six;

Ms Karina Patterson and Mr Shaun Anak Siup for Prathom Five.

Mr Mark Vetare, a Mathayom Six reading and writing teacher,
served as the coordinator for all five levels of the Mathayom contest. Khru
Mark then joined Dr Nyle Spoelstra, Acting Head of the World Languages
Department, to serve as a judge for the second and final round of the com-
petition. Because of logistical issues, it was not possible to interview the
finalists personally this year. As usual, student work has been subject to

copyediting prior to publication in Mater Dei News.

Topic 1. Jane Goodall, the world’s leading authority on chimpanzees,
has said,
What you do makes a difference, and you have to decide
what kind of difference you want to make.

What difference(s) do you want to make in your world?

Topic 2. Thinkerviews.com states
The Mistress of Spices ... [portrays] the eternal struggle
of a human mind to balance between individual desires
and [the] common good.
Do you agree? Briefly explain. Select one of Tilo’s choices: if

you were Tilo, would you make the same choice? Why or not?

Topic 3. Pope Francis has said
A little bit of mercy makes the world less cold
and more just.

Here is a Thai translation of that quotation:
anumanudiieadniosrzisaannudun(nszai)
ﬁ\i!LGiLﬁ?Jﬂ'ﬂiJLﬁiN‘ﬁﬁﬁJ

Please explain in English what this quotation means and give

examples of how it does or does not apply to our everyday lives.

NOTE: Y our answer must be written ALL in English —no Thai,

please.
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First Place, The Mathayom Five Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Matida Thavikulwat (Topic 1)

I have been to many places. Each place has
different people, a different environment and even
different languages, but there is no place like Ma-
ter Dei. For me, I consider Mater Dei to be my
world. Mater Dei has been my school since kin-
dergarten. A lot of good memories happened here.
However, as I begin to grow up to be a Mathayom
student, I noticed some changes. Students at Mater
Dei started to break the rules. Uniforms were not
worn properly, friends started to ban each other
and electronic devices have become more power-
ful. As a Mater Dei student myself, I want to make
a difference to my beloved school. I want my
school to be even better than what I remember
when [ was young.

First, make everyone proud of their school
uniform. As trends began, students started to wear
short skirts, low-heel socks and even dyed their
hair blond! In my opinion, when a trend starts, it
means that there must be a leader. So, I think in-
stead of being a bad leader, why not be a leader
who follows the school’s rules? Starting with me,
I will make a difference by wearing a proper uni-
form and show everyone how proud I am to dress
like this. I will gather as many students as possi-
ble, starting with my best friend, to do it with me.
I will also try to send a daily reminder to every
student through social media.

Second, become a buddy, not a bully. Alt-
hough mean pranks and physical harm never hap-
pen at Mater Dei, I still notice other types of bul-
lies. As mentioned above, electronic devices have
become much more powerful nowadays. Social
media is one of the factors that lead to cyberbully-
ing. Inappropriate photos and comments are

The World Lenguages Pages
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leaked everywhere on social media. I believe that
all of us have done it before whether we did it on
purpose or not. From now on, I will not let social
media play such an important role in my life and I
will give importance to the friends around me. |
will also be a defender for anyone who is cyber-
bullied because I believe that everyone has a good
side and a bad side and we cannot judge them by
an unreliable source on the internet.

In conclusion, I want to make a difference for
Mater Dei and make it even better. In order to
achieve this goal, students, teachers and all Mater
Dei employees have to work together. We must
wear proper uniforms, use social media less and
give more importance to our surroundings. I be-
lieve that anything can change as long as everyone
has the same goal. So, what are you waiting for?
Help me make a difference in our Mater Dei world
starting today!

Second Place, The Mathayom Five Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Tanchanok Lertruangpunyavut (Topic 1)

The world is not perfect. When we look
around, we can see that there is discrimination al-
most everywhere, between classmates, between
workers, between countries. This is a result of how
people are trying to protect their self-interest by
discriminating against those who do not belong in
their group. Therefore, a difference I want to make
is to let us all know how to love ourselves, the peo-
ple who we love and the people who we do not
know.

I believe that if we are able to love ourselves,
the people we love and others, we will be able to
make a difference and make our society a better
place to live. We will learn how to love ourselves
and gain self confidence that we are able to help
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others and that we can be a ‘giver’ in society. Once
we have self-confidence, we will not underesti-
mate ourselves and we will fully use our potential
to improve the society. There are times when love
blinds us and we harm those people we love. But
if we are able to properly love the people we love,
we can ensure that our love toward them will
never hurt them. Another kind of love we all
should learn is love toward others in society. We
should be the ones who start sharing love to others
in order to decrease discrimination in society. Peo-
ple are more likely to treat others the same way as
they are treated; if they receive love, they will
learn and be able to share it forward.

In conclusion, in order to decrease discrimi-
nation in our society, I want to make a difference
by letting people know how to love, not just our-
selves or people we love, but also others in the so-
ciety. It is not wrong to give first priority to our
own happiness or to the benefit of our group. Al-
ways remember, however, that we all are mem-
bers of this world and that we should be generous
towards others regardless of their nationality, race
or gender. Once we know how to love, we will
find that happiness also comes when we help oth-

ers with Serviam.

Third Place, The Mathayom Five Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Pawitchaya Jariyapongpaiboon (Topic 3)

In this day and age population in this world
is increasing rapidly. People become strangers to
each other since there are too many people to get
to know and be close to. However, according to
Pope Francis’ saying ‘A little bit of mercy makes
the world less cold and more just’, there is a way
to lead humans to the right path and no longer be
strangers to each other.

Mercy makes the world less cold. To put it
more simply: helping is the action that should be
done when we see that someone needs help. With
mercy, we cannot ignore them whether they are
humans or animals. Take one of my experiences
as an example. Last year | found a stray kitten hid-
ing under my car all alone, without other kittens
or its mom. I have taken care of it since then. What
was in my thoughts at the time was that I was so
grateful that on that day I did not ignore it and
leave it there, and then feel regret later. With a
heart full of mercy, I have helped one little life and
my heart is less cold. I open up to everything that
comes to my life thanks to the mercy that I have.

Mercy makes the world more just. Helping
others with mercy is one of the things we should
do as a human being. Helping all we can, not just
once, means everyone deserves the same things;
no one deserves unfairness either through actions
or words. Mercy reaches to everyone, no matter
who they are, and justice begins with mercy. For
example, judges tell us who is wrong and right in
the court and what punishment is suitable in each
case. With mercy, a judge will take all the evi-
dence into consideration and make the best deci-
sion which we call justice. This action not only
helps people who do nothing wrong or who are
victims, but it also helps people who really do
something wrong; those punishments may change
aperson’s mind. Helping people equally can bring
about more justice,

To summarize, only a little bit of mercy from
everyone in the world, both helpers and the ones
who need help, gives a power that can change the
world to be less cold and more just. Helping is not
an action that has to be done with a feeling of guilt;
instead it has to be done with mercy. We should
be proud of our action since it always leads to a
good ending. In the future the world which is less
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cold and more just will be filled with people show-

ing mercy.

The World Jangugges Pages
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Honourable Mention, The Mathayom Five Division: English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020

Ms Buranee Salelanon

Ms Kanyapat Ploypradith

Ms Kanyarat Chaithanakawin
Ms Natnicha Rojvatanasuntorn

Ms Neennara Chatpunnarangsee
Ms Ploi Sripoom

Ms Thitaporn Sornsumran

English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020: The Mathayom Four Division

Topic 1. Albert Einstein, the great scientist, once said,
Education is what remains after you have forgotten eve-
rything you learned in school.
What do you think this quotation means? Do you agree or dis-
agree with Mr Einstein? Please explain why.

Topic 2. We learn all the time and we learn from everywhere, both in-
side and outside our classrooms. Please tell about something
important and valuable you have learned outside of your
classrooms at Mater Dei School. Explain completely.

Topic 3. Pope Francis’ quotation on mercy.
(See Mathayom Five Division above for details.)

First Place, The Mathayom Four Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Pim-orn Pitakskulhong (Topic 2)

Life is all about learning and learning can
start anywhere at any time. We learn new things
every day, whether it is academic things or a life
skill. In-class learning is great but sometimes we
just need outside the classroom learning to fulfil
our lives and create a better version of ourselves.
Mater Dei School has done a wonderful job in cre-
ating outside-the-classroom activities and here are

some that I really think have helped shape who 1
am.

One of the experiences that has given me the
courage that I have today is the speech contest. |
learned to take risks and dare to do things that I
wished to do. At first it was definitely a hard time
deciding whether I should or should not take part.
Once I decided to join, it also required me to have
more bravery to be able to speak in front of peo-
ple. Everything is hard at first, but I believe that
once you get past the first challenge, the second
will be easier. Public speaking has changed me

auun 65 UN 17 UMsAng 2563 Mater Dei News 57



The World Jangugges Lages

into a more courageous person and a person who
dares to take risks.

Another important experience has been go-
ing to the schools in Prachuap Khiri Khan Prov-
ince. This has changed my thoughts of the word
Serviam. For the first time I have finally under-
stood that Serviam does not mean giving but it
means the happiness of giving. I once questioned
why Mater Dei alumnae were so happy to come
back to help the school all the time. Do they enjoy
being back? Now I have got the answer. I clearly
understand it is because they have joy in giving or
in serving others. This understanding has changed
me into a person who has learned to give and is

ready to serve.

Second Place, The Mathayom Four Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Apinya Nantavisai (Topic -2)

School is a place that gives us many things:
knowledge, society and the most important thing
is friends. I have been studying at Mater Dei
School since first grade. Mater Dei taught me a lot
of things but there are three important things I
want to share.

First, Mater Dei taught me to have responsi-
bility. In school we have many duties that we are
responsible to take care of. For example, we must
hand in our work on time. We must go to classes
or activities such as sport day or sports matches on
time. This is a skill that school lessons never
taught us but we have learned from the school.

Second, Mater Dei has taught me to love oth-
ers — to love friends, teachers and even the school
staff who usually do not even to talk to students.
But I know and I can feel the love everywhere in
Mater Dei. At my old school, which is located in
Chiang Mai, I never felt the love as much as I do

here. In Mater Dei the seniors love the younger
grade students. They also taught me the lesson that
I could not understand by myself. Mater Dei
taught me love, which I never found or learned
from anyone or anywhere else.

The last one is the most important one. Mater
Dei taught me how friendship works, not only
with my friends but also with teachers. I have
learned that friendship is a really complicated
thing to understand but once you understand it,
you would never have any question again. Friend-
ship does not have an exact meaning, but for me
friendship is to love, to care, to share, to help and
to sacrifice to others. It can take a lot of work to
be someone’s friend, but if you really understand
how it works, it will be your pleasure.

In conclusion, thank you for teaching me the
three most important lessons of life, things that my
classes never taught. I never understood these
three things but I learned from Mater Dei’s teach-
ers who really give students their mercy. Thanks
to my friends who taught me how friendship
works. I promise that [ will keep these three things
forever, to keep these beautiful things to stay in
Mater Dei forever. For me Mater Dei is more like
home rather than just a school. I feel more com-
fortable than in my own house. I will share these
lessons with my family so they can understand
them like I do.

Third Place, The Mathayom Four Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Pran Tantipiwatanaskul (Topic -3)

Deep down, everyone knows that the world
is unfair. People do not get to choose who they
want to be born as. It is just a matter of luck. It is
so unbelievable that a person can be born in the
wealthiest family in the world, or in a homeless
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family that does not have any money. In this unfair
world, the only thing that justifies it is mercy. We
have to learn to be kind to the needy and those who
need our help.

The ones in need do not have to be homeless
or beggars. That person can even be our classmate
who did not understand what the teacher just
taught. Everyone is born different, so it is clear
that some learn things more slowly than others.
Understanding that fact, should people just be cold
and ignore that person so they could get better
grades than him or her? The answer is absolutely
‘no’. Kindness can warm up the cold world. If
someone does not understand something, the so-
lution is simple: help that person understand it. A
small act can mean a lot to someone. The few dol-
lars that wealthy people see as nothing can mean
surviving one more day to a homeless person. Just
a few points more on an exam can encourage some

people so much. If the world is unfair, just give

Fhoe W()ﬁ/djé/ggua(rge& _Cfa(yea'

e

some kindness and mercy to someone who may
not receive as many chances in life. Many small
kindnesses gathered together can form one large
kindness that can justify the unfair world many
times better.

To sum up, any small act of mercy can help
a lot. Imagine a world in which everyone is willing
to help one another. Kindness would fill up every-
where. Someone could have better chances in life
than before. A slow-learning student could be-
come a doctor by getting help with learning what
he or she does not understand. A homeless person
could become a cook in a small bar or restaurant
and finally get to rent a small apartment to live in.
All these things are possible with just a small
amount of help out of kindness and mercy. Every-
one can help warm up the cold and unfair world to
be a better place to live in. Just remember one
thing, ‘A little bit of mercy makes the world less
cold and more just’.

Honourable Mention, The Mathayom Four Division: English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020

Ms Natchaya Tanjaruphan
Ms Patsorn Kaewphongsri
Ms Tanrak Tantayopin

Ms Waricha Laksanakorn
Ms Yanida Lorkitiyakul

English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020: The Mathayom Three Division

Topic 1. Imagine that when you wake up tomorrow, you are a boy in-
stead of a girl. What would be different about your life? How
would your life change?

Topic 2. Describe the most amazing thing you have ever seen.

Topic 3. Pope Francis’ quotation on mercy.
(See Mathayom Five Division above for details.)
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First Place, The Mathayom Three Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Sasinee Mongkolcheep (Topic 1)

There are many differences between a boy
and a girl, so if [ woke up as the opposite gender
my life would change instantly.

For starters, I would look different. My hair
would be shorter and I might even have a beard or
moustache. Basically, my entire facial looks will
definitely change and my body too. It is just like
the movie Avatar where people live inside some-
one else’s body. They would need to adjust to their
new life and so would L.

It is not only my appearance that will change
but my personality might change too. For exam-
ple, I would be more adventurous than before be-
cause [ would feel freer and livelier as a boy. How-
ever, that is just my opinion, so I cannot guarantee
that my personality will actually change. But |
think that if [ were a boy I would get to play more
freely, like playing with mud and worms. As a girl
most of the time I must be obedient and elegant: |
cannot play freely if I must be obedient and ele-
gant.

Other than appearance and personality, [
think that my friends would be different. I would
be likely to have more boys as my friends because
I think I would get along with boys better than
girls. Since I am no longer a girl my friends would
invite me to play with worms and other outside
activity. Before, my friends would invite me to
play tea parties. That would also be one of the rea-
sons why I would be more adventurous.

My parents might treat me differently. For
example, they would no longer buy Barbies or
dresses for me as birthday presents. Instead, they
would buy me toy cars or pants or basketballs.
They might even find an outside activity or sport

for me. There will be no more face-painting activ-
ities.

My taste in fashion would be different. When
I was a girl I would wear dresses but now that I
am a boy my taste in clothing will have to change.
I would no longer wear skirts or high heels. In-
stead I would wear pants and sports shoes.

In summary, my entire life would be differ-
ent. I would be treated differently and I would
look different. But I will learn to adjust. Even if
we are no longer the same, we will still have the
same heart and the same mind. Just be yourself
and do your best. And if one day you turn into the
opposite gender, do not be afraid: live life to the
fullest.

Second Place, The Mathayom Three Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Chanya Kittichai (Topic 2)

The most amazing thing I have ever seen is
the Ursa Major constellation. Two years ago, |
was a member of the Astronomy Club at Mater
Dei. I have been interested in astronomy and sci-
ence since I was a Prathom Six student. That was
why I became a member of this club. After all of
the members learned about the Big Bang theory,
the solar system and telescopes, we all wanted to
go gaze at real stars. We kept our fingers crossed
and looked forward to being allowed to go on this
adventure.

Finally, the star-gazing camp had been ar-
ranged. We went to a member’s cousin’s accom-
modation in Khao Yai where it was quiet and
peaceful with clean fresh air and many green trees.
It was my first time to go star-gazing camping. |
remember [ was very excited then. After we had
done many day activities for four or five hours, the

sun set and we prepared to look at the stars.
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What a perfect day! There were no clouds
and the night sky was clear. I looked up to the zen-
ith point and saw the Ursa Major constellation. I
thought it looked the same as I had learned before.
It shown brightly and looked very precious. The
brightest stars were among the enormous back-
ground stars called Dubhe. I was delighted and it
will be my best impression forever. I learned that
space is unlimited, which influences humans to do
more exploring of science and the universe. That
day made me want to study more science and gave
me a beautiful picture which I keep in my heart.

Third Place, The Mathayom Three Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Chanita Iamviriyaphong (Topic 2)

The most amazing thing I have ever seen was

my little sister as a new-born baby. When I was
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seven, my parents told me my mom was pregnant.
At that time my brother and I were quite confused
and we could not think what a family of five
would be like. But we were going to find out.

While my mom was pregnant, my parents of-
ten took me and my brother to my mom’s ultra-
sound and check up at the hospital. Almost every
month [ saw how the baby was growing and grow-
ing. The doctor showed us which part was her arm
and which was her leg. It was all very interesting
to me.

The big day finally came. I remember that
my grandparents took me to the hospital. When I
entered the room, I saw the baby sleeping beside
my mom. She was tinier than I thought she would
be and she was very cute. On that day I promised
myself that I would help my parents take care of
my little sister. This was a memory that I shall

never forget.

Honourable Mention, The Mathayom Three Division: English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020

Ms Kansarita Vadhanabhuti
Ms Nakamol Saenprasert
Ms Nicha Prabhasabhakdi
Ms Nunnapin Chulakanista

Ms Patcharamon Chantaravesutilert
Ms Salasal Eu-absunthornwattana
Ms Siradarath Puthivaratikun

English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020: The Mathayom Two Division

York, has said:

Topic 1. Greta Thunberg, the 17-year-old Swedish schoolgirl who sailed
across the Atlantic Ocean in a small boat and who spoke about
the environment to world leaders at the United Nations in New

You are never too small to make a difference.
Do you agree or disagree with Greta’s quotation? Why or why

not? Please give examples.

Topic 2. Some things I would need to do to become a better person.
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Topic 3. Pope Francis’ quotation on mercy.
(See Mathayom Five Division above for details.)

First Place, The Mathayom Two Division happen tomorrow. Perhaps the thing you do will
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020 have a powerful impact on people on Earth in the
Ms Tanaree Patcharatrakul (Topic 1) future.

Some people think that they cannot do any- Second Place, The Mathayom Two Division
thing to make a difference or they think that only English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
one person cannot help improve the world. How- Ms Canisa Viravan (Topic 1)

ever, in my opinion, everyone can make a differ-

ence, no matter what you do, who you are and I strongly agree with what Greta Thunberg
where you are. has said. Even though she is only 17 years old, she
Greta’s quote ‘You are never too small to has said great things. I have seen many people
make a difference’ is a great example of how only agree with her and I am one of them.
one person can make a difference. Not only can I think many people want to make a differ-
powerful people’s quote or action impact a coun- ence, but it will always be rough doing it by your-
try or even the world, but yours can too. self. You may think that you are too small to
If one person acts nicely to another person, change or do something big, but if you do not start
that person might do the same thing you did to doing it, you may never know how much of a dif-
other people. If everyone does the same as you, ference you can make. Doing or changing one
then the society, the country or maybe even the small thing can make a difference. Your voice
world might be a better place. For example, take maybe small at first, but that does not mean that it

Greta Thunberg herself. You might think that be- will not make a big difference later on. Changing

cause she is just a high school girl, no one will lis- something now can make a big difference in the
ten to her. But she was listened to by world leaders future. Y ou may just have to wait.

who many people respect. I think what she was One person doing something small might not
trying to show was that she is just a seventeen- seem like it would change the world, but imagine
year-old girl but the whole world listens to her. If if billions of people did it. There would be massive
she can do it, then you can do it too. Even though changes. Even though billions of people had done
you might just be a teacher or a doctor or even just it, it still started off as an idea in a single person’s
a student, you are never too small. You can make mind. In conclusion, I agree with Greta Thunberg
an impact on the world and the environment. Peo- because I think that anyone can make a difference,
ple on Earth need you to make a difference. You no matter who or where you are. You are never
may think that what you do now makes only a too small.

slight difference but someday I am sure it will af-

fect all of humanity Third Place, The Mathayom Two Division
In conclusion, do great things to others while English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020

you can today. You will never know what might Ms Praewwa Ongudomlak (Topic 1)
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I chose Greta’s quotation because I think that
in our world or in our communities we are very
small but some people who stood for their ideas
like Greta can make a huge change or difference
to the world

“You are never too small to make a differ-
ence’. [ agree with her because she is a very young
girl who cares for the Earth and environment just
like other people. She was a small girl from a
small country if you compare with the Earth, but
now she is a small girl with a big dream and she
did it.

At first when I heard news about her from
TV, I was very surprised and thought that she was
crazy. What can she do? She is very young and
adults do not listen much to a kid. Now, however,
she changed my mind. Now I think it is true we
are small but if we do what we dream and we try
hard, we can make a huge difference to anything.

5 /

For example, if we plant a tree every single dayj, it
can make our home look green and fresh. In your
thought it might look very small but for me I think
that is huge. You can make a difference to your
home: just start with a small thing and let it grow.
The longer time you take the better thing or an-
swer you will get. It is like when we plant a tree:
it all starts from a little seed or a little branch that
you cut. If you take your time, take care of it every
day, then one day it will be big and beautiful for
sure.

If you do what you dream or have the spirit
to help others, you can make a difference. If it is
not a big one, it can be a small one. You have to
do something, not just think you have to do it.
Then you can be just like this 17-year-old Swedish
high school girl who made a big difference to the
world.

Honourable Mention, The Mathayom Two Division: English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020

Ms Amica Sethabutra
Ms Choncharanan Predeeprompan
Ms Natcha Bunprakasit

Ms Parima Watcharatit
Ms Pyapabha Nacaskul

English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020: The Mathayom One Division

those animals?

could do.

Topic 1. If animals like dolphins could talk, what do you think they
would say to us human beings? And what would you say to

Topic 2. Sometimes we surprise ourselves with what we are able to do.
Tell about a time when you did something you did not think you

Topic 3. Pope Francis’ quotation on mercy.
(See Mathayom Five Division above for details.)
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First Place (tie), The Mathayom One Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Gaia Hemvej (Topic 2)

When I was a little girl I loved watching
movies. Every day when I got home from school,
I would go to my bedroom and pick a random
movie from the shelf and put it in the disk
launcher. It was like my happy place, watching
these interesting characters interact with each
other so elegantly without saying anything wrong.
My favourite movies would be the ones in which
they sang. Just listening to their perfect voices
gave me so much inspiration — the way the char-
acters would just effortlessly sing so beautifully.
It made me want to sing like them. At the time I
did not think I could sing like that. I just thought
it was something that was unachievable and only
Disney characters could do that. So, every day af-
ter watching a film I would try to sing like them,
mimic the movements they made and even say the
things they said. I would feel like I was a part of
their magical world. Even if it might sound silly
or weird, it was what I enjoyed doing.

My parents noticed my ‘singing and acting’
habits and they suggested that it would be a great
opportunity if I actually performed on stage. At
the time I was so timid that sometimes [ would not
even greet family members, so I politely declined
their offer. Then I saw that you could sign up for
the school choir. I hesitated but eventually I
joined. Being a part of that choir was one of the
best decisions I made that year. I went to many
events and made new friends along the way. After
a while I decided to ‘retire’: it was my time to re-
sign from the choir. I never would have thought
that I would come this far, performing in front of
so many people. This journey boosted my confi-

dence, and it made me want to make new friends

and meet new people. I would never have gotten
this far without my beloved films. Some of them
might seem ridiculous but inspiration comes from
anything. Even though I do not watch them any-
more, they always remind me of how I escaped my
shell of timidness. Now I am even more confident
than when [ joined the choir. It showed me that
just getting out of your comfort zone once in a
while can really lead to great things,

First Place (tie), The Mathayom One Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Natchaya Jessica Chirasanti (Topic 2)

Sometimes we surprise ourselves with what
we are able to do. We humans all have talents —
the thing that we are amazing at and love doing.
Some of us have a lot of talent, but sometimes
your talent might let you down or maybe even sur-
prise you. But that is the thing about being human:
you never know what is coming next.

My talent surprised me in the year 2019. Peo-
ple were auditioning for roles for /nto the Woods,
Jr. T only auditioned to prove to myself that I could
do more than what I am doing now. I was looking
for my passion. I loved singing but I did not really
show it because I was so shy. When I saw that peo-
ple were auditioning for the parts for /nfo the
Woods, | knew some people saw it is just audition-
ing for some musical. However, some people saw
it as a chance, and I was one of them. It was a
chance to tell myself that I am capable of these
things that I never thought I was capable of. When
I auditioned, I was so scared, scared of messing
up, scared of not being able to prove myself,
scared of the voice that tells me ‘I am not capable
and [ am not good enough’, being right. But when
I got into that audition room, something inside of
me just clicked and that little voice told me that I
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was capable and I am good enough. When the pa-
per came out that showed the roles that everyone
got, I was sick to my stomach. Those fears that |
had came back again. But when I looked, I saw I
got one of the main parts. I was over the moon. |
was capable all along. There had been so many
chances that I could have taken. If I did not audi-
tion, I would still be the same girl who was scared
of showing what she was capable of, telling her-
self she will never be good enough.

In conclusion, you should not be afraid to
show what you are capable of. Do not blame
someone or something, believing or thinking or
saying that it is their fault. Everything starts with
you. You are the only obstacle that you have to
pass. Who knows? Maybe your talent will surprise

you, too.

Second Place, The Mathayom One Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Ploynapat Siripatpakdee (Topic 1)

When we were kids we used to watch car-
toons about talking animals. And many of us
would probably wish that animals really could talk
to us. We would imagine what they would say.
Would they say ‘Hello’? However, my view of an-
imal-human conversations may be quite different
from that of many other people.

I do not imagine the dolphins will say ‘Hi’ or
the bears will compliment our dress. I imagine that
they would all ask us the same question, and I
strongly believe that we would be at a loss to an-
swer it: ‘Why are you killing us?” This might
sound cynical and dark but it is the truth. Every
day we are killing all of those animals with our
single-use plastics and it gets worse by the minute.
Animals and humans are both dying. Why? Be-

cause when animals like fish consume these

The World fanguages Pages

e

microplastics, we eventually consume those fish
which means that we are also consuming the mi-
croplastics that we throw away. As you can see,
not only are we harming these animals but we are
also harming ourselves. One act of selfishness re-
sults in major damage everywhere.

But I was wrong when I said that we would
be at a loss for answers if animals asked us this
question. The one thing we can say to them, the
one thing that we can do to help them, is tell them
‘I will try ... try to stop using these harmful
things’. We will try to change our own habits. We
will try our best and we will find that making
small modifications in our everyday life can result
in gigantic changes.

We might be the ones killing these animals
but we are also the only ones that can save them.
We cannot do it alone, however. An action is only
powerful once we do it together. I hope that we
can all work together to change the world and to
change ourselves for future generations.

Third Place, The Mathayom One Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Anda Pakdee (Topic 1)

If animals like dolphins could talk, I think
some of them would say mean things about us.
‘Why?’ you ask. It is because we have done bad
things to the animals. Animals in the sea would
probably say ‘You human beings keep polluting
our seas!” Animals in all kinds of forests would
say ‘Please stop cutting down and burning down
our homes!” Almost extinct animals would say
‘We do not want to die yet’. We humans keep us-
ing Nature’s resources. The more we use, the more
parts of Earth are damaged.

Some of the animals would say ‘Thank you

brave rescuers and doctors who helped keep my
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family from dying’. Determined and brave rescu-
ers are willing to protect and save animals from
many things, such as infections, other predator an-
imals, natural disasters and even eating things that
are not food.

We humans, who have the ability to think
and are able to do more things than other beings

on Earth, should work together to save the planet

and its animals. We should provide the help to
make the world a better place with better food, a
better environment — a better world for all beings.

What I would say to the animals is ‘sorry’.
Sorry for all the things we have done to benefit
ourselves. Sorry for being selfish. Sorry for over-
looking this problem with Earth. We will make the
world better again. Together.

Honourable Mention, The Mathayom One Division: English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020

Ms Chonlakorn Na Ranong

Ms Kwanchanok Watcharaprapapong
Ms Natpapas Rungrotsakorn

Ms Palida Chiewsanguan

Ms Piemkwan Panthawangkun
Ms Porawira Chokkhanchitchai
Ms Pordee Tharachai

English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020: The Prathom Six Division

did you like it?

Topic 1. If you could change anything about Mater Dei School, what
would you change? Explain why you would change that thing.

Topic 2. What was your favourite book when you were a little girl? Why

Topic 3. Pope Francis’ quotation on mercy.
(See Mathayom Five Division above for details.)

First Place, The Prathom Six Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Ramphaphak Ratanasachol (Topic 2)

My favourite book when I was a little girl
was Hans Christian Andersen’s Fairy Tales. This
book had famous stories like ‘The Little Mer-
maid’, ‘The Ugly Duckling’ and ‘The Little Match
Girl' — all written by Hans Christian Andersen.
When I got that book my ‘bookworm phase’ be-

gan.

I loved that book because I was already into
fairy tales and fantasy books like C. S. Lewis’ The
Chronicles of Narnia which was another one of
my favourites. Since the book was in English, I
did not read my Thai books at all. When my mom
told me to read more Thai books, I would say ‘But
I want to be better in English,” even if my English
was going to be better than my Thai language.

This book might be the reason I daydream in
classes sometimes, since it made me more creative

and gave me a fantasy mindset. I still have this
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book to this day, and it still makes me want to try

to be a writer.

Second Place, The Prathom Six Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Napacha Prateepvisrut (Topic 3)

Pope Francis has said ‘A little bit of mercy
makes the world less cold and more just.” This
quotation might mean that if you give another
chance to everything in your life, the world gets
warmer on the inside and there is justice. How-
ever, many people don’t know how to give mercy.

First, we have to know what mercy means.
In my mind mercy means to give a chance to other
life forms. Second, we start acting little by little.
For example, have mercy on the bugs you have
killed or are going to kill. Think about it. What if
you are an innocent spider having lunch and then
someone saw you and stepped on you? How
would you feel? Soften a little and justice will hap-
pen both to you and to other people. Think of one
another and God will also think of you. Somehow
the mercy you gave will be returned to you.

Someone might ask “Why do I have to give
mercy while [ will not get anything back anyway?’
I think the answer is it is for peace, for justice and
for yourself. To heal our world, start with your-
self.

Third Place, The Prathom Six Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Nishada Viravan (Topic 2)
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My favourite book when I was a little girl
was Harry Potter. I read all of them since I was
seven years old and I liked them so much; I could
not get enough of them.

For me a book is more than just an object. It
is like a door opened wide, leading me to places |
never knew. Until now I have been to many
places, travelling and discovering many magical
things in books. Finally, I came back to this place,
the first door that guided me to everything.

On a day I remember like it was yesterday,
my mother gave me her book, telling me to read it
well. It was the first novel I had ever read. It was
full of magic and excitement. The writer was so
clever, describing everything in the book as if it
were real.

Today I read books every chance I have, and
I want everybody who loves books as much as |
do to know that there are miracles and magic in
books.

Honourable Mention, The Prathom Six Division: English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020

Ms Pavalyn Dardarananda
Ms Piyawan Bavonratanavech

Ms Prem Panichsombat

Ms Prim Varavarna Na Ayudhaya
Ms Sadie Kim Costello Powell
Ms Thann Sujirapinyokul
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English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020: The Prathom Five Division

the story.

Topic 1. Here are the first five words of a story. Please write the rest of

The door slowly opened and ....

Topic 2. Write about your very first day at Mater Dei School. How old
were you? Describe who you met and how you felt.

Topic 3. Pope Francis’ quotation on mercy.
(See Mathayom Five Division above for details.)

First Place, The Prathom Five Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Phanplueksa Pasvoravit (Topic 2)

On my first day at Mater Dei School I think
I was six years old, but I am not sure. I was very
excited. I met Ploy. She was my first friend at this
school. We became ‘besties’. Then I met Prim.
She was very good at drawing. She had a very big
notebook. I always asked for her paper. She al-
ways said ‘no’.

My homeroom teachers were Teacher Suma-
ree and Teacher Panida. They were very strict but
still very kind sometimes. I remember we used to
have manners training every day after lunch. We
would have to curtsy, pretend we were walking in
front of a teacher and wai (a way of saying ‘hi’ to
older people). I used to hate it but now that I am
looking back, I am very thankful to my teachers.
They really helped with my manners.

Second Place, The Prathom Five Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Megan Sullivan (Topic 2)

My first day at Mater Dei School was the
best day ever because I met my new kindergarten

teacher and new friends. I felt very nervous be-
cause at first I did not know anyone. In the morn-
ing I sat down and played by myself, but one girl
came over to me and said ‘Hi. My name is Marina.
Can I play with you? And we can be best friends.’
I answered ‘Yes’.

Marina and I have been best friends since
2014 so we have been best friends for six years.
We promised each other that we are never going
to leave each other alone. I like Marina because
she is cute and she always gives good advice.

Third Place, The Prathom Five Division
English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020
Ms Malichatr Suchart (Topic 2)

On my first day in Mater Dei School I was
six years old. The first person I met was Chavisa.
My first two best friends were Koramon and Ni-
chakarn. They are still my good friends. Some-
times we fight but we still love each other.

I felt so happy that [ was in this school. I said
to myself that I will be in this school until grade
twelve. I met my teacher and she taught me a lot.
Mater Dei is my second school. I love Mater Dei
very much. Mater Dei taught me to be a Serviam
helper. Everything was great on my first day.
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Honourable Mention, The Prathom Five Division: English Writing Showcase, 2019-2020

Ms Kornravee Siratharanont
Ms Natalie Vatanatham Williams
Ms Natthaya Pitakpuvadon

From the Teachers

Ms Ornnida Saothongthong
Ms Saranrat Wangthongthana
Ms Sarisa Srivarathonbul

Be Careful What You Wish For!
By Khun Khru Mr Bryan Jacques

Photo Credits: Khun Khru Mr Thanapong Kunchaikaseam

Into the Woods Jr. is an amazing adventure
for performance by a young cast. What better
place to find a young cast of enthusiastic perform-
ers than at Mater Dei School! These performers
delighted audiences by staging this adventure
three times on Friday and Saturday, 7-8 February
2020. The music and lyrics for this musical are by
the legendary Stephen Sondheim and the storyline
or ‘book’ is by James Lapine.

The musical is a mixture of emotions, with
intriguing action and beautiful songs. A brief out-
line of the story follows. Two of the main charac-
ters, the Baker and the Baker’s Wife, want to have

ababy. They are not able to because of a curse cast
on them by their neighbour, the witch. Why the
curse? The baker’s father had come across a little
trouble in the past by stealing food from the
witch’s garden, including some beans. The witch
then cast a curse which meant no children would
be born into the family. The witch agrees to re-
verse the curse, but the baker and his wife must
bring her a red cape, a strand of golden hair, a
golden shoe and a white cow. So, the baker and
his wife commence their search by heading off
into the forest, portrayed as a place where people
go to overcome their problems by confronting

The cast(s) of Into the Woods, Jr. ....
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From left: Ms Phanplueksa Pasvoravit (then in

Prathom Five) as Red Riding Hood and Ms Varissara
Chongsatgueb (then in Mathayom Two) as the Wolf.

their fears.

At the same time an interesting selection of
fairy tale characters, each with issues to solve,
starts a journey into the forest. The main fairy tale
characters are Cinderella, Little Red Riding Hood,
Jack and the Beanstalk and Rapunzel. They head
off in search of their dreams, and end up following
the baker and his wife. Each of these characters is
in possession of something the baker and his wife
need. It all takes the form of an intriguing type of
wild goose chase. Other fairy tale characters that
are important to the story include the Big Bad
Wolf, the Giant and a couple of handsome princes.
The main characters all stumble through numer-
ous difficult situations whilst entertaining the au-
dience. These situations are both life-saving and
life-changing to them. They are trying to make
their wishes come true. They need to make careful
decisions regarding the actions they take to ensure
they get what they want and live happily ever after
— something important in fairy tales.

Our Mater Dei stage production was success-
fully put together under the expert direction of
Khun Arissara Chounchaisit, supported by Khun
Tharin Kheeree, who drew together an amazing

team of students, alumnae and teachers. This in-
cluded stage managers, choreographers, vocal
coaches, scene designers, lighting designers, cos-
tume and wardrobe experts, make-up artists, dic-
tion coaches, sound and lighting engineers, and
public relations officers.

Hundreds of people were involved. The cast,
or maybe we should say casts, drawn together to
expertly intertwine with each other on stage, to-
talled around one-hundred seventy students.
Backstage, wardrobe/make-up and front of house
totalled around forty. The orchestra, including pi-
ano, under the dedicated baton of Khun Khru
Manneechan was around forty-five. Each of these
teams spent months rehearsing to produce the best
show imaginable, even fine-tuning details at the
last minute.

So far Mater Dei has presented three wonder-
ful musicals for our enjoyment: ‘The Wizard of
Oz’, ‘Alice in Wonderland Jr’ and ‘Into the Woods
Jr’. Khun Arissara and Khun Tharin actually per-
formed in the first one as Mater Dei students, and
then went on to take charge of the next two. We
would love to see them back for another musical,
hopefully in the near future. It will certainly be an-
other huge success and a wonderful experience for

all involved.

211 \
Ms Kotchaphan Kitkrailard (then in Mathayom
Three) as Cinderella.
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A Day to Remember
The Second Annual Mater Dei School World Languages Festival, 2019-2020
By Khun Khru Mr Christopher Scott Dixon
Photo Credits: Khun Khru Mr Thanapong Kunchaikaseam

Amid the tree lined splendour of the school’s
broad piazza on the second level of the Mathayom
Building, there was a hush of anticipation as staff
and students waited for the opening ceremony of
Mater Dei’s Second Annual World Languages
Festival (WLF) on 4 February 2020. Many stu-
dents stood on the balconies of different floors to
view, while more staff were seated in the piazza
area. Several teachers wore national costumes to
represent the diversity of countries at the event.

The school orchestra opened the proceedings
with a most melodic song specially composed for
the occasion by Khun Khru Mr Simon Webster.
Then Khun Khru Ms Samagita Ratnaike gave a
short speech. She emphasized how, in these trou-
bled, global times, the power of language could
help to communicate and inspire many to achieve
and contribute to making a better world.

Ajarn Ms Tina-Marie Paladiganont came to
the lectern next. She spoke about how the WLF
was an opportunity for the students to test their
language skills while enjoying the whole occa-
sion. She struck a gong to signal what would be
the start of almost five hours of various activities.

Different rooms on a number of floors were
designated for particular contests and workshops.
Students followed a schedule and moved from
place to place after a specified time span.

There was a constant buzz of laughter, ex-
citement and expectation with the mix of games,
Writing Showcase, songs and speech contests.

For the Chinese part of the WLF there was a
tea sampling session in the kitchen and also a quiz
with questions about the country.

In the kitchen ....

Once the students had completed that, they
moved into a room and learned how to make paper
decorations which were so pretty, delicate and col-
ourful.

The kitchen was kept busy with students
sampling some Chinese tea and also savouring
some delicious French soup after answering lan-
guage-related vocabulary questions.

The courtyard rang with the sound of laugh-
ter as teams of students played an Into the Maze
game which required a number of skills. The girls
paired up with one blindfolded, while her partner
gave instructions using prepositions of place as to
where to go. As several students said to me ‘This

The blindfold game ....
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was fun; you had to trust your partner and listen
carefully’.

The learning and happiness continued in an
adjacent room as students logged into their iPads
to play Kahoot. This was an online quick-fire quiz
based on their knowledge of Disney characters.
Mathayom Five students, who worked extremely
hard throughout the festival, were available to
read the questions from the screen, with data ap-
pearing rapidly to let the girls know which team
was leading.

I liked this clever blend of more traditional
outdoor games with internet style activities, em-
phasizing there was a place for both in education
and meeting the needs of the students who could
appreciate and successfully apply themselves to
the mix.

The auditorium was the impressive venue for
a highly competitive speech contest which pro-
duced some excellent and thought-provoking
talks, highlighting the quality of the students

across all levels. Mater Dei’s emphasis on speak-
ing and presentations is showing results.

Ms Natcha Bunprakasit of Mathayom Two,
winner of the contest for Junior Mathayom gave
her views on the event. ‘I thought I would just get
a certificate and really just wanted to get some ex-
perience of speaking in public. I never imagined I
would win, but when my name was announced, it
was just “wow”. [ was so excited!’

The Writing Showcase again gave the
chance for many students to display their creative
skills and a number of very good and well-struc-
tured essays were crafted.

Overall, an action- packed event, full of fun,
inventiveness, energy and well organized by the
staff for the students. A perfect opportunity for the
girls to relax and exhibit their enthusiasm, but also
to focus, work under pressure, challenge and de-
velop the breadth of their abilities, individually
and collectively, against their peers and seniors.
Truly a day to remember!

Ajarn Ms Sumitra Phongsathorn, Director of Personnel
at Mater Dei School, presents a trophy to Ms Natcha
Bunprakasit, then in Mathayom Two, winner of the Jun-
ior Division of the Mater Dei World Languages Festival
Speech Contest, while one of the judges, Khun Mr Arnie
Aniel of the Bangkok Toastmasters Club, looks on.

Ajarn Sumitra presents a trophy to Ms Chayanutch
Saovaros, then in Mathayom Five, winner of the
Senior Division of the Mater Dei World Languages
Festival Speech Contest.

Other judges (not pictured) included Mater Dei
Alumna Khun Ms Samancha Klaikluan and Mater Dei
graduating senior Ms Tasha Tanarugsachok.

Thanks to Khun Khru Mr Stuart Phillip Rooney,
Speech Contest Coordinator, for providing the infor-
mation in this section.
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