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Learing with  Fire
Seminar on Reflection by Fr. Johnny Go, S.J.

(Friday, 23 August 2013 at Mater Del School)

lne pruAg Bryan Jacques

Reflection creates meaning and helps us to remember.

Without meaning there Is no learning.

The following thoughts are based on the ideas which Fr Johnny Go, S.J.
so eloquently delivered to representatives of Bangkok Catholic Education
institutions during the ‘Learning with Fire’ seminar.

With  a natural ability to speak, entertain and relay his message, Fr Johnny Go
interwove personal experiences as a Catholic educator, Ignatian (Jesuit) philosophy/
pedagogy and the trends of modern education info a clear and meaningful seminar on
the theme of ‘reflection’, which means being aware of why we learn the information we
learn.  Reflection nurtures the inspiration tfo ‘want to find out more’. It makes us keen ftfo
explore with our minds, fo investigate and then to draw sensible well-informed conclusions.

Reflection is thinking about why we learn certain things and this, in turn, helps us
appreciate the outcomes of that learning. We will then have a greater ability to piece
together informatfion to create meaning and understanding. In order to be relevant,
reflection must relate to real life. For the current Mater Dei school year one readllife
example is ‘Communion in Solidarity’, which we can simplify fo ‘togetherness’, a word that

is easier for students to initially comprehend. We must allow our students to see the
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relevance of learning about ‘togetherness’. Its relevance to school life, to home life, to
the community and to any other areas they may be involved with. They need this insight
to then be able to develop their own conclusions as to the relevance of ‘togetherness’ to
their own life. ‘Serviam’, a further simple Mater Dei style example, was also mentioned by
Fr Johnny.

As Fr Johnny said, reflection should be ‘provocative’, meaning it should challenge our
thought processes. One easy way of seeing the logic of ‘why’ we learn is through
hands-on experience. It should be constructed in a sensible manner in order to lead to
understanding.  Fr Johnny ftfalked about reflection being ‘scaffolded’ in order to connect
information to our needs, then to construct or build on this informatfion which will lead to
understanding. He also used the analogy of our minds being like a librarian, who sorts
information, files it and then provides us with the means to create useful links to other
areas of our life. This means that we see the relevance of what we learn and we begin
to master ways of weaving many facts into revealing and useful patterns. This is
reflection.

As students are initially unaoware of how to reflect, we as fteachers have a
responsibility to guide them to realize why they are learning and to find ways for them to
understand how to learn more. Why? Because, as Fr Johnny said, ‘nobody else seems
to be prepared to fake on that responsibility in our present age’. As students are not
initially aware of how to reflect, we, as responsible teachers, must make time to plan
ways of guiding students to this realization. We must also consider how to assess whether

our students are, in Fr Johnny’s words, ‘thinking out of the shell’.
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As teachers, we must plan reflection into our lessons, connectfing it wisely fo other
learning areas. We have the responsibility to formulate reflection questions ahead of time
in order to give rise to the insights we desire. We must create a safe, nurturing
environment that allows students the time to think, without us being in total control. We
need provide them with experiences that are enjoyable and adllow them to learn from their
mistakes.  Then they will start to understand why the things they learn are important fo
their life, they wil see reason and they wil know how to make decisions, all, of course,
under good guidance. The quantity of information internalized will naturally increase if we
give students the strategies of how fo reflect on knowledge, give them quiet time fo
consider and let them make mistakes. Students will develop in maturity, realizing that they
are ultimately responsible for what they internalize and how they do it. Once they have
some strategies to enable them to reflect, they will be able to make inferences from facts,
not just rote learn definitions. One such strategy is draffing, which allows students tfo
realize that it's okay to take fime to review and reflect before making final decisions.  This
arficle has been through so many drafts and still | feel that the content, style and
relevance need more revision.

Thank you, FR Johnny Go. I, and I'm sure many others, would love 1o experience
your inspiration again. Thank you, Mater Dei, for coordinating this amazing experience.

Family and friends, you too can provide out-of-school experiences that nurture
reflection by taking heed of Fr Johnny Go’s message.

Fr Johnny Go is a well-respected and admired Jesuit who comes from a lifetime link

to the Xavier School in Manila, The Philippines.
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