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N\ The Mater Del Writing Showcase, 2016

*** Results for the M6 Division ***

By Dr. Nyle Spoelstra WAZAMIAZNIMIEINGM

To support the increased classroomm emphasis on English writing at Mater Dei this year, we have
started a writing contest, called The Mater Dei Writing Showcase. There are four divisions to the contest,
M6, M4—M5, M2—M3, and P6—M1.

One hundred thirty M6 students submitted an essay on the topic “If the Earth Could Speadk....”
The judges shortlisted eleven essays, from which six finalists were selected. These finalists met with a

teacher-"editor” to correct errors and to polish their texts for the final judging. The results are:

First Place: Ms Natthanitch Smittachartch, Mé6/3
Second Place: Ms Pathitta Tantakom, Mé/1
Third Place: Ms Punyisa Chatchaiyakit Mé/2

Honourable Mentions: Ms Panrawee Ratanamalowong Mé/1
Ms Pakamon Chancharoen M6/3

Ms Binya Kanitroj Mé6/4

We are pleased to print the first and second place winners for your reading enjoyment. (These

essays have been further edited for publication.)

*** FIRST PLACE ***
If the Earth Could Spedk....
By Ms Natthanitch Smittachartch, Mé/3

If the earth could speak, it would fell us to stop polluting the air, water, and soil. It would tell
us to stop cufting down trees and start planting more trees. The earth would fell us that the world is
now in danger and people need to do something or else there will be no place for humans to live.

Almost all pollution is made by human beings. There are lots of factories built all over the world.
These factories are the main cause of air pollution. Cars also pollute the air. People nowadays fravel by
car and most of them are not aware that they are polluting the air. They might think that they only
use their own car and it would not affect the environment very much. But if a million people think
like that, it will surely damage the earth. The water and the soil can also be polluted. Contaminated
water from houses and other places can pollute the water and the soil. Also, chemical fertilizers are
often added to the soil to improve the plants they are growing. But when there is too much fertilizer,

it will poison the soail.
®
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The world needs our help. The earth is now being destroyed by all the pollufion and all the other
things people have done. People have done so many things to benefit themselves but they did not
think of the damage these things might cause the earth. Now the earth is in danger and if we do
not do anything to help it, we wil be the ones who wil suffer. There are many ways we can save
the earth, such as 3R — Reuse, Reduce, Recycle. The 3R system has proved that it can help save the
earth. And if people all over the world use this system, it can surely save the planet.

In conclusion, people need to be aware of what they have done to the earth. It is now in
very bad condition, but it is not too late for us to save the earth and bring back the environment
the world once had. You can start by just changing your daily routine into actions that will help. For
example, ride a bicycle instead of using a car or bring your own container when you buy Starbucks.

That is the simplest way to help the earth and everyone can do it.

*** SECOND PLACE ***
If the Earth Could Spedk....
By Ms Pathitta Tantakom Mé6/1

Earth is considered to be one of the most beautiful planets in the universe. It supplies human
beings with food, water, and energy. Without the earth, it would be impossible for humans to survive.
Unfortunately, without thinking, humans do things that lead to the earth being damaged. If the earth
were to speak, it would probably beg all the inhabitants to stop harming nature.

We can see that a large number of trees are being cut down nowadays. Everyone realizes that
trees play an important role in absorbing the carbon dioxide in the atmosphere and turning it into
oxygen for humans to breathe. The more deforestation there is, the more carbon dioxide there will be.
Consequently, humans will no longer have fresh air and this could lead fo humans themselves being
destroyed.

Furthermore, cars used today have an impact on the earth in a number of ways. They produce
large amounts of carbon dioxide, which can lead to the destruction of human life. Some people suffer
from lung cancer due to their respiratory system being damaged.

Apart from impacts that occur for the air, water pollution is another serious issue. People throw
trash in the water where aquatic animals swallow it. This actfion causes a large number of sea animals
to become susceptible to dying out. Consequently, their life cycles are no longer sustainable.

In conclusion, all of the problems that occur nowadays are serious issues that can no longer be
ignored. Moreover, it is not just the government’s responsibility to tackle these problems. Everyone living
in this world should have the responsibility to take care of the environment so that it will be with us

for many more generations.
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Preservation, Publication, Presentation

A Museum’s Duty

Mr. Bryan Jacques

-

It is indeed and honour to listen to those who have great knowledge.

The seminar ‘Presenting Music alongside Visu-
al Arts in Museums, Perspectives from Washington
DC’ was held 21 July at Mater Dei School. The

particular museum involved was the Smithsonian
Institution, which incorporates a very large number
of museum displays and archives. Aftending this
inspiring seminar was indeed an honour.

This seminar, arranged by the Music Program
of Mater Dei School and Sipakorn University, was
presented by three knowledgeable and prestigious
gentlemen, representatives of the Smithsonion and
experts in Asian anthropological research:

Michael Director of Asian

Dr_Paul Taylor,

Cultural History Program & Research Anthropologist/
Curator

Mr William Bradford Smith, Ethnomusicologist

Mr Trevor Merrion, Anthropologist

Through lecture, discussion and slides, all in
quite impressive detail, these gentlemen shared de-
tails of Thai artefacts in the Smithsonian collections.
These artefacts are of immense historical importance
and great beauty. They spoke of gifts to the USA
of 19th century artefacts representing Thai court
music and theatre. They also pointed out the
change in the type of gift from Thailand during the

reign of King Chulalongkorn, a change to a more
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The ‘Louisiona Purchase’ collection

modern style.
of royal gifts is another large collection that they
are preserving. It was inferesting to hear that so
many of the gifts were engraved or embroidered
with symbolism related to music.

With the approach of the 200 year anniversary
of the Smithsonian/Thailand association, the collec-
tions are now being more closely studied in order
to verify their origin and significance. These experts
are currently on a mission to contact local experts
for advice and guidance on the importance of the
items being documented, the original usage of the
gift types, also the change in item types according
to the time gifts were presented. Why were certain
types of gift presented at different historical times?
Were the musical

instfruments display pieces, or

USTUOMUUDIAN

actual performance pieces? Many such questions

were posed. They intend to prepare an article
summarising the importance of their Thai displays,
with a view to making these displays accessible
to interested people in the world community, the
responsibility of all good museums.

As anthropologists, curators and ethnomusicol-
ogists, Dr Taylor, Mr Smith and Mr Merrion are very
intferested in preservation, not just of artefacts, but
also the intangible preservation of the inner soul
of the music from the fimes that the gifts were
made, the human spirit in music. They are also
seeking specifics regarding the craft techniques
used in the making of instruments and other display

items.
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recordings of sounds as possible. These, along with

written materials and digitised slides of artefacts,
will be made public in order to draw international
recognition to the importance of the displays. As
for every collection, master classes and cultural ex-
changes will promote and enhance the importance
of the displays. They wish to obtain as much
knowledge as possible on original sounds, venues,
physical characteristics and composition of artefacts
and the spirit of the music in relation to the eras
they come from, wishing also to acknowledge the
balance between modemity and ftradition.  Their
aim is to modernise the traditional details in ways

accessible fo a modern public.

‘!" L
& #

-

Al Mathayom 5&6 students attended the

first session of the seminar. The Thai music stu-
dents invited to the second session were given
the opportunity to give impromptu thoughts on
the importance of Thai music to their lives, both
culturally and through the feelings they have when
performing. Their impressions of how this music is
centred in their soul were exiremely well presented.

Thank you to Ajarn Sumitra Phongsathorn, Dr
Nyle Spoelstra and staff of Silpakorn University for
arranging this seminar, a part of a larger and very
important Smithsonian research ftrip, to be held at
Mater Dei School. Thank you to the Smithsonian

experts for their fascinating presentation.
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The Chinese Language Competition 2016 /

By MissYuming Zhang

The Chinese Language Competition 2016 was held from Monday 8 to Wednesday 10 August for
Prathom and Mathayom students. It has been an annual event in our school since 2012. The purpose
of the competition is to stimulate student infterest in learning Chinese, to provide an exciting stage for
competition in the Chinese language and to highlight and celebrate Chinese language competence. The
total number of participants this year was more than 400. For each event, the winner of first/second/
third places in every year level will be awarded certificates of achievement in September 2016.

The Chinese Language competition 2016 included the following three events:

. Singing a Chinese song (Prathom 1-3)
. Drawing a picture by following a given short story (Prathom & Mathayom)
. Reading Chinese (Prathom 4-6 & Mathayom)
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Une langue est un outil de communication. C’est pour cela qu’il est important de donner aux éléves I'oc-
casion de raconter leurs propres expériences.
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Dans leur carnet hebdomadaire, les éléves de M5/1 répondent a des questions sur leur vie quotidienne,
leurs gouts et leurs envies. Voici quelques-unes de leurs réponses.
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Vendredi 3 juin 2016 ’?u@ﬂ%‘ﬁ 3 ﬁqmﬂu W.A. 2559
« Quelle destination préférez-vous pour faire une excursion avec I'école ? »

o o X P o a
‘Unizaurau lUNALFANEN lrununialsage -

unanthiar  pamuiuuni
e Ma destination préférée pour aller en excursion avec I'école est le parc de loisirs. Il est intéressant et
amusant. Les étudiantes y seront contentes. Je pense que c’est la meilleure fagon pour elles de se détendre de

leurs études.
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UNANIUNAAT  aauNINTNE
o Je préfere aller au musée. Je veux aller au Musée National de Bangkok parce qu’on va connaitre I'his-
toire des antiquités. Je crois qu’il y a beaucoup de choses qui sont intéressantes. En plus, on va connaitre les

différentes cultures de Bangkok. Si mon école permet aux étudiants d’y aller, je pense qu’on va en profiter.
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Vendredi 10 juin 2016 uAniil 10 Tquieu w.A. 2559
« Parlez de votre école. Quelle est votre matiére préférée a I'école ?
Depuis combien de temps étudiez-vous le frangais ? Pourquoi ? »
. I XK a a A q' < = uIJ I
‘-NLam\ﬂ'i\iL‘:?ﬂummme@m aﬂmﬁlml,ﬂuwfqummuwﬂumn @mwﬂum‘mtJNLﬂﬂmmuwrfl?

< & o= X
LAZING1Z02 199 9LaDNIFEUN WL
UWNATWNTI qﬁ)ﬂ’l":’;‘m

* Mon école est Mater Dei. Nous avons 4 groupes, bleu, rouge, jaune et vert. Il y a 2 batiments, le batiment
primaire et le batiment du lycée. L’école n’est pas grande. Il n’y a que des jeunesfilles. Je préfere 'anglais et I'étude
sociale parce que jaime les langues et je pense que I'étude sociale est intéressante et elle est utile pour moi. Je
suis en classe 5/1, la classe de frangais. Nous n’étudions pas les maths complémentaires, la biologie, la chimie
ni la physique. Nous étudions les SVT, les maths, le francais, I'anglais, I'art, 'étude sociale, le thai et 'TEPS. Dans
ma classe, il y a 31 éléves et 2 professeurs. Nous nous aimons les unes et les autres. L’ambiance est bruyante et
amusante. Je prends le déjeuner avec mes amies. Je révise des lecons et des devoirs. Parfois, je bavarde avec
mes amies. C’est trés sympathique. J'apprends le frangais depuis un an. C’est intéressant et je n’aime pas les

maths ni les sciences.
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Vendredi 1 juilet 2016 FUANSA 1 NINYIAL W.A. 2559
« Parlez de la féte de votre école. Est-ce que vous avez aidé ?
Qu’est-ce que vous avez fait ? Avez-vous aimé ? »

(=1 QI = v | B ] Y o v = ]
“fwmemuaammia?qL?ﬂumaq@m @mimnmmmalm @mimmazvl,imq @mﬂm‘umalm”

undan Iy AuldeIng
e J'ai fait une vidéo qui montre le tri des déchets, j'ai fait I'activité de M.5, c’est marrant! Nous apprenons aux
petites éléves comment trier les déchets. J'aime faire ces activités parce qu’elles nous apprennent 'importance

de conserver notre monde. Nous devons nous occuper de notre monde. C’est notre maison.
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e La journée académique de mon école a beaucoup d’activités pour faire une campagne pour conserver la
nature et 'environnement. Par exemple, dans la classe de maths, j’ai trouvé combien d’électricité nous utilisons en
un jour. Ensuite, dans la classe de frangais, j’ai vu des vidéos de nos actions négligentes qui détruisent la nature.
J’ai aidé a faire une activité sur le tri des déchets avec mes amies.

Aprés les activités, jai appris que je dois économiser et ne pas oublier d’éteindre I'électricité. En plus, je dois
aussi faire attention quand je vais trier des déchets et si je vois un déchet dans un endroit, je dois le ramasser pour
un meilleur monde. J'aime la journée académique parce que j'ai appris beaucoup de solutions pour conserver la

nature et les activités sont trés amusantes et créatives. J'ai passé un bon moment.
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» Pendantla Journée académique, j'ai participé a plusieurs activités en regardant des clips sur 'environnement
et le tri des ordures. Mon groupe a d0 déménager dans 4 différentes salles J’ai aidé a travailler sur un clip vidéo
sur la protection de I'environnement en frangais. Je pense que cette journée est trés importante pour apprendre

de nouvelles choses qui peuvent étre utilisées dans la vraie vie.
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« Quel endroit préférez-vous dans votre collége (ou lycée) ?
Décrivez-le et dites quand vous y allez ? »

“aounlalulsaFauniurauun A9ussenadanunfanaLaziavullannunuaiuiials”

uNANMATENT  uauuAdIABT
o Je préfere I'église en bois parce qu’elle est calme et belle. J'aime 'ambiance autour de 'église parce
qu’elle a beaucoup d’arbres et de fleurs.
v d [~ Qldl o’dlﬂ v v
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o Jaime aller a la cafétéria. J'y vais tous les jours au déjeuner ou quand jai faim. Je voudrais y aller parce
que jaime y manger avec mes amis. La table est grande et je peux voir tous les visages de mes amies quand je
mange, et cela me rend heureuse.
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