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*MDO with G1 Band, in such an important venue, what an amazing experience! The sound of
this famous band backed by the orchestra was impressive. Of the many things it has taught me, one
is that | want to do it again” Khru Bryan Jacques
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This is the second instalment of an expanded English Pages in Mater Dei News. The feature story in this
issue presents the results of the M6 Division of the Mater Dei Writing Showcase, 2017-2018. There are also reports
from four classes: M3, M2, M1 and P5. Finally, in A View from Prathom, our regular columnist Khun Khru Bryan

Jacques reflects on ‘Being an Educator’.

The Mater Dei Writing Showcase, 2017-18: Results for the M6 Division
From Members of the English Department

We have made three changes in the format and procedures for the Writing Showcase this year. First, the
essayists were given a choice of two topics about which to write. One required some critical thinking and analysis,

while the other drew from the writer’s personal experience. The topics were:

Topic #1 ‘Peace cannot be kept by force. It can only be achieved by understanding.’

Do you agree or disagree with this statement by Albert Einstein?

Topic #2 Imagine that it is the final day of high school and you have been asked by a teacher
to talk about the events of the last three years that were the most meaningful to you.

What do you say?

Second, instead of announcing the essay subjects twenty-four hours ahead of the writing period, we revealed
the topics only when the students arrived at the writing room. We believe this change made the competition fairer
for all participants.

Finally, we adopted a more detailed and rigorous rubric for evaluating the shortlisted essays and arriving
at the final ranking. The rubric contains ten items, each rated on a four-point scale. The rubric was explained to
students in their writing class prior to the competition to try to make them aware of how they would be evaluated.

Although M6 students are very preoccupied with activities related to their university admission, nearly
120 did participate in the Writing Showcase this year. The standard was high. There was a tie for first place giving
four winners for the top three prizes. Another thirteen students received an Honourable Mention.

The following pages present the two first place, the second and the third place essays for your reading

enjoyment. (Note: These essays have been further edited prior to publication.)
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First Place, M6 (tie): Ms Proudfah Santhidej (Topic #1)

Topic #1 ‘Peace cannot be kept by force. It can only be achieved by understanding.’

Do you agree or disagree with this statement by Albert Einstein?

Thinking about our world today, we can see that there are some parts of it where there are fights and bloody
wars and there seems to be no place for peace. Thinking about ourselves, although we are not in a war zone, we
sometimes do not live peacefully with our friends, family and people in our nation. The statement ‘Peace cannot
be kept by force, It can only be achieved by understanding’ by Albert Einstein is completely true because under-
standing is why we live with others peacefully. Living a peaceful life, being sympathetic, admitting our differences
and loving others are keys that lead to the understanding which brings peace.

To have sympathy for the background of others helps us understand them and tend to live with them in
peace. Looking at other people who are weaker than us, some people may feel like teasing and bullying them.
In this case, it occurs because people do not sympathize with the weaknesses of others but abuse them instead.
Imagine if everyone did this: how chaotic our world would be. On the other hand, understanding the weakness
and the backgrounds of others inclines us to be willing to help and bring peace to any situation.

To admit the differences of other people brings understanding that leads to peace. Each person has her
or his own character and it is our duty to understand and accept them. God intentionally created both living and
non-living things with different shapes, outlooks, characteristics and personalities to let humans learn to accept
the differences and appreciate them. As we can admit that each person is different, we will be predisposed to be
kind to others and live peacefully with them in our society and in our world. It is important to understand that no
one is wrong for being different from others but we have to understand them, accept them and interact with them
like normal people.

Love is the beginning of understanding and peace. There will be no selfishness if everyone loves each other;
therefore, there will be more peace in the world. Conflict situations nowadays are caused by the ambition, desire
and selfishness of people. Moreover, revenge and anger are also the causes of fighting and killing. To eliminate
these problems, love is the most effective tool to let people forgive others sincerely and lessen their selfishness.
Therefore, love is the key to peace and understanding among humans.

In conclusion, there is no doubt that peace cannot be kept by force but can only be achieved by understand-
ing. Sympathy for the background of others attracts understanding and peace. To admit the differences of each
person and appreciate them are the missions that we need to accomplish to have peace. Love brings forgiveness
and drives out selfishness; therefore, we can live peacefully in the society. My suggestion is that all of us should
start to learn to understand more about other people, be sympathetic, accept and appreciate the differences and

love others so that we can have a beautiful peaceful world.
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The English Pages

First Place, M6 (tie): Ms Sarisa Pokawattana (Topic #2)

Topic #2 Imagine that it is the final day of high school and you have been asked by a teacher
to talk about the events of the last three years that were the most meaningful to you.

What do you say?

If you ask me to talk about events in the past three years, I probably could not. I cannot even remember
half the things that happened last week, but I can remember feelings and emotions. Those are the things that have
stuck with me through this whirlwind of homework and exams. So this is what [ remember.

If this school is a universe, then we are all stars floating in our constellations, never crossing paths. That
is what I thought in M.3. I was in my comfort zone. I had my own constellation but I still connected with friends.
I remember very little but I know that I was happy finally to find a group of friends with whom I could be myself.
The last day was the hardest, because many people were going to drift away. But I thought that fate would guide
us in our next adventure.

In M.4 I had to accept the results from my choices. I decided to study French because I thought that it was
easy. I did not choose the program because my friends were there. That is when I separated from my constellation
and finally crossed paths with others. I remember making friends from new and old schools. I remember being
closer with the friends I had through shared experiences, such as decorating our room at Christmas and sleeping
over at a friend’s house to finish a project — which we still ended up handing in late.

By M.5 I was confused and burned out. I felt like a dying star most of the time because of the work load,
but we finally got through. The funny thing is, I cannot remember most of the events last year. It was like a blur,
like fast-forwarding through walls of murky memories. I remembered that people are more than they let on, and
we cannot judge them from other people’s words. We are all stars drifting in our constellations but we do cross
paths. If we look at other stars from a telescope, we might think we are so close that we know everything — but we
do not.

I travelled far from who I was in the last three years. I cannot see the pictures of what happened, but I
remember the feelings of being young, mature, lonely, full of love, exhausted, energetic, happy and sad all at the

same time. In the end, those are the things we take to the next journey and those are the things I choose to remember.
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The English Pages

Second Place, M6: Ms Tanya Panichkasem (Topic #2)

I imagine that my last day of high school would be extremely nostalgic. I imagine myself having feelings
of regret for not cherishing these precious moments of my youth and feeling intensely melancholic. Having spent
seven years at Mater Dei, coming here practically every day for eight months every year, I could call this place
‘home’.

If a teacher were to ask me on my very last day of school to talk about the most meaningful events in the
past three years, [ would tell her about my time of being head cheerleader and about the little skit my classroom
performed at the M5 camp at Hua Hin.

Sports Day has always been a special day for Mater Dei and especially for someone like me who has
dedicated years of work and training to a vital part of Sports Day — the Cheerleading Shows. Last year, 2016, was
my final year as a cheerleader. In my position as Cheer Captain, I poured everything into four months of rigorous
practice. The very first show of my team, Blue, exceeded the expectations of almost everyone — including our
own team. We practiced even harder for the last show. However, due to the passing of His Majesty, the Late King
Bhumibol Adulyadej, all teams had to make many changes to the final show for appropriateness. The student
council decided that there would be no winner and that we would dedicate our shows to King Rama 9. On the
day, everyone performed beautifully and happily watched the sports matches. At the end of the day, there were
no negative feelings, only joy and newly made memories.

Another memorable event was the little comedy skit Room 5/1 put on at M5 camp at Baan Phet Samran
in Hua Hin. Since it was our last year to perform a skit, everyone in the class was very enthusiastic to help. We
prepared for about two weeks in advance. During the show, some mistakes were made but no one seemed to mind.
Everyone knew that as long as we were happy, everything would be all right.

These two memories are only part of the huge list of memorable events that have happened during my
teenage years, a time that I will never relive. Stepping into the gates of university is stepping into a new life, a
life where you are forced to grow up and face the challenges of the world. I am thankful that this school has given
me a foundation to help start my adult life. More than that, [ am grateful that the school has introduced me to my
loving friends and has made me who I am today. I will never forget Mater Dei and I will forever cherish all the

memories made here, in a place I can call home’.
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The English Pages

Third Place, M6: Ms Anubha Phucharoen (Topic #2)

For me, every event that happens sometimes gives unexpected results. We cannot really predict what will
happen in our lives, but when something happens, it becomes part of our memories. We cannot change them, but
only keep them in our minds.

There are so many things that have happened in my life this past three years, both good and bad. If someone
asked me which events I liked the most during my high school years, I would say that every moment has meant
something to me.

In the first semester of M4, the old and new students acted like strangers although we were in the same
classroom. At first, I was glad that I was assigned to be in Room 4 because we had the fewest new students com-
pared with other classrooms. Our teacher assigned old students and new students to sit next to each other, and that
was when I got to know my new friends. I only came to school for a month because [ was in an exchange program,
so I barely knew the new students by the time I left.

When I came back in M5, everything was not the same any more. My classroom had already spent a year
together and they were pretty close to each other. I felt like I was a new student in the classroom but it took only
a short time to make me feel like I was a part of this classroom again.. I felt that my classmates and I became very
close when we went to M5 camp and when we decorated the Christmas board together.

The fact that this year is our last one together makes me feel a little lost. We have been through a lot of
things together. We shared our crying and laughing, and together we got through what seemed like some difficult
situations. Since we have not changed classrooms and classmates for three years, I still wonder what my life would
have been like if [ had not been assigned to be with them.

All of the memories [ have with my classmates are meaningful to me. Although we had disagreements in
our classroom sometimes, we know we still have each other’s back and other classrooms cannot attack us. Every
one of us has her own life and dream. We will have to walk on different paths after we graduate. When we look

back, however, our memories will still be here, deep in our minds.

Honourable Mention, M6

Ms Chanetnan Boonyathongrat Ms Punchaya Tragulpeangit

Ms Danita Henkoonkwamdee Ms Punnada Tangphitukkul

Ms Jirathiti Daramuang Ms Ratharin Soodla

Ms Pimploy Sabchareon Ms Sarita Delilah Thampirak

Ms Pinmanus Chenpairojskul Ms Sarunprae Sricharoen

Ms Pornnapat Thaweechai Ms Thanaporn Aramthaweethong

Ms Theeranart Suntivong
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The English Pages
From the M3 Classrooms of Khun Khru Karen Ang

From the teacher:

In the first semester we are learning how to write better sentences and paragraphs. In this class exercise
students were asked to write one paragraph on the topic ‘Introduce the Planet Earth to Aliens from Outer Space’.
They were to use techniques they had learned for sentence combination: coordinating and subordinating conjunc-

tions, relative pronoun phrases, and appositives. Here are a few of the paragraphs.

Introduce the Planet Earth to Aliens from Outer Space

From Ms Kanyapat Ploypradith

Welcome to planet Earth! Earth, which is the third-closest planet to the Sun in the solar system, takes one
day or twenty-four hours to rotate about its axis and this causes day and night. There are seven continents—Asia,
Australia, Europe, Africa, Antarctica, North America, and South America—and fives oceans—Pacific Ocean,
Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Southern Ocean, and Arctic Ocean. Australia and Antarctica are located in the
Southern Hemisphere. There are also many life forms such as viruses, bacteria, plants, animals, including humans,
on this planet. The Earth, orbiting around the Sun, has four different seasons. The air consists of nitrogen, oxygen,

carbon dioxide and some other chemicals.

Ms Vethida Chokwatana

Hello aliens. We are here in our beloved home, planet Earth. Earth is one of the planets in the Milky
Way. As you are looking at us from space, you must see how beautiful our planetis. We humans are very friendly
and want to get to know everything about you. You can drop by anytime. We promise we will give you a warm
welcome. Gases in our atmosphere consist of nitrogen, oxygen and carbon dioxide. If our atmosphere is not
suitable for you, we will try our best to find a way to accommodate you. Now you see how kind and gracious we

are. So please do not hesitate to visit us anytime.

Ms Neennara Chatpunnarangsee

This planet that contains Homo sapiens is understandably different from your planet, dear alien friends.
Earth, the third planet from the Sun, is miraculously heated and cooled to fit the needs of the creatures upon it.
Because the location of the Earth is more fortunate than other planets, plants and animals thrive in this green haven.
We humans cultivate plants, domesticate animals, and teach our young ones to behave well in society. Humans are
wiser than other animals yet are blind to most of the universe and to you aliens. Our Earth has two hemispheres
that switch their positions of direct sunlight every season, causing one hemisphere to experience winter and the
other summer. Now is the season we call summer in the Southern Hemisphere, a restless bustle of pooling sweat
and refreshing water from streams. In the Northern Hemisphere is the season of winter, a frigid underworld of
temporary stillness and lovely snowflakes that dance across the frozen lakes. Thank you for listening and I hope
you like the sound of our Homo sapiens-inhabited planet, because it would mean a lot to our race if you did not

pulverize our home.
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From the M2 Classrooms of Khun Khru Andre Buitendag

From the teacher:

Each M2 room gave a touching presentation to
the mothers for Mother’s Day. Some included English
(and Chinese and Italian and French), a video made by the
students for the mothers, singing, flowers and so on. The
following original poem was read to mothers visiting M2

English classes on Tuesday, 8 August.

A Mother’s Day Poem

A mother’s love is as pure as gold.

Her words are as soft as silk.

Her smile brings light through the darkened skies.
And her heart is diamond strong.

The way she loves is hard to tell.
The way she looks is so unique.
The way she hugs is the shield of warmth.

The way she lives, the greatest task.

When I fall, she catches my hand.
When I cry, she shares my pain.
When I fail, she lifts me up.

When I’m alone, she is my friend.

When she says she’s not tired, but I can see that she is.
When she says she’s not hungry, but [ know she wants food.
When she says she’s happy, she could be upset.

When she says she’s OK, she’s sometimes not.

Thank you for always being by my side.
Thank you for being a sister and brother.
Thank you for being my life-long support.
Thank you for being my lovely mother.

Written by
Ms Athicha Kleosakul
Ms Pim-orn Pitakskulhong

Ms Tawanrat Wimonsopapan
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Cinquains for Mother’s Day

Also for Mother’s Day, M2 students
worked in groups to write  cinquains’, or five-
line poems about their mothers. The cinquain
was invented in 1915 by an American poet,
Adelaide Crapsey, who had been inspired by
the Japanese haiku.

Cinquains can take slightly different
forms. One form that is particularly popular
with children has a one-word first line that
gives the subject of the poem; a two-word
second line; a three-word third line (often
three —ing words); a four-word fourth line;
and a one word fifth line that echoes the first
line. As the examples below show, variants
treat the third and fourth lines differently.

Mother
Kind beautiful
Working shopping teaching
Canna lily of beauty

Tree

Mother
Gentle strong
Treating driving helping
My nurse at home
Wallet

Mother

Altruistic gracious

Mother
Helpful caring
Saving soothing loving | Hugging loving caring

Doctor of my heart Knows all about me

Protector Manageress

Mother

Problem solver

Mother

Beautiful empathetic

My best superhero  |Most precious treasure
Security guard at home |  Gift from the sky
7-11 Angel
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The English Pages

From the M1 Classrooms of Khun Khru Edward Krauss

The exercise on this page from the M1 classrooms and the exercise on the next page from the P5 class-
rooms show the continuity in English learning that we try to achieve from year to year. It is challenging for young
children to write, but this skill is crucial for their English learning. Therefore, we begin with very familiar topics,
such as ‘My Life’ or ‘My Morning Routine’ so that the students can concentrate mainly on their writing. In P5 we
want to see basic sentences — subject (sometimes), verb and object. The children are often encouraged to illustrate
their work with drawings.

By M1 we expect the students to produce complete sentences, with subjects and verbs, perhaps with some
adjectives and adverbs, but certainly with basic linking words. Punctuation and capitalization should be mostly

correct by M1. Here are two good examples:

Name: (hancknan  Sordafu

Ml‘.‘lﬂ'luyom 1, Wﬂﬂﬂﬂ Class: 1. lff& Number: {

Lesson 5

Writing about Mornings

My Mornina  Rodine

I} s bdsg r me o SOL rEaﬁ:l for the da‘l’!.’ | gg* up

ol 515 an. fic, T wash my face and brugn my teeth. Then T take

o chower 1 put on my clothes - Atter Ynat 1 eat Lyeakfad and

Ao ™ g . Thon [ brush ny leels again. Binallu [ 0o 4o
=) J wJ >,

kool gt €330 An,

Name: mwﬂd

Mathayom 1, Writing Class: M.iJ4_ Number: [\ __

Lesson 5

Writing about Mornings

Ty mmnm&@aum
My mocningumutioe is Ve siogledae oatzacumbicsk, T doke o drower and.
by deeih Alkec that Tops deessed Tren L get-my badepads and
lenve dhe bause T eat breakfoct i 4he cas. My dad deves e o
sckhool My st dlass shacs ot 3:300m T T et 4o sdnod eloce g
Qfﬁ_dm,l_bensam%ﬁmdﬁm s my_frorning_routioe
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The English Pages

From the PS5 Classrooms of Khun Khru Stuart Rooney
From the teacher:

During my time here at Mater Dei I have always endeavoured to find activities and projects where I can
display the students’ work. Our display space is limited, so only the best work can be displayed. By creating these
displays that reward effort and show pride in one’s work, the students have an opportunity to learn from each
other, fostering a sense of admiration and inspiration! Students are interested in what other classes and year levels
are studying. Parents and alumnae are interested too, as are teachers.

By maintaining more displays we are letting our students know we value their work and are proud of their
achievements. My current display is located outside our Finance room. Prathom 5 students Ms Natchaya Jessica
Chirasanti (P5/2 #1) and Ms Pakkakorn Jitanong (P5/4 #25) have made exceptional storyboards of their daily
routines. I am thankful to have such enthusiasm for English in Prathom 5. Please stop to admire their work if you
have a chance.

LIFE

- 'Mms:;:mc up m%’

T4 [l

Do my

]-lr.-f"l-‘- n' L

. OINTET.

*
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The English Pages

5 )

The View from Prathom
Being an Educator

Khun Khru Bryan Jacques

Education is the process of understanding and development. Educators are facilitators in this process.
Good educators inspire students to reach their potential and aspire to move beyond this point. This potential will
differ depending on each student’s capacity and willingness to learn. All people do have the right to learn, and
all people have areas of interest and need. As educators, we have the right to assist students in expanding these
areas, always encouraging each student to work to the best of their ability.

How can we inspire? Inspiration is achieved through drawing upon a large range of authentic material.
This is, of course, in combination with material that has already been in use over the years. In this day and age
such material includes texts, newspapers, magazines, songs, videos/DVDs and computer technology. This mate-
rial should always be presented by means of inspirational lessons taught in a safe and comfortable environment
to achieve maximum learning potential from all learners. The individual need of learners and groups of learners
will differ, meaning that the educator’s lesson development and approach to individuals and groups will vary
according to the situation at hand.

Current trends appear to focus on STEM, STEAM, STREAM, the combination of science, technology,
reading/writing, engineering, arts and mathematics. Is this any different to what has happened over the ages? A
liberal arts approach, which has been in existence for centuries, has already acknowledged the need to encompass
these areas.

In a large class, the curriculum will necessarily be more controlled, but we must still pay heed to any
needs to expand or review. A class with many stations of work operating at the same time is beneficial. Students
can then work in small groups, and we must teach them that helping each other is beneficial to the helper and
the person being helped. This frees the educator’s time for observation and spotting any special needs that may
arise. Or, if the stations are managed properly, the educator can work at one station with a small group, offering
them more personal time. This will create inspiration and a desire to know more. The desire to know more is the
crux of expanding knowledge. When students realise that it is easy to know more about their areas of interest, we
can then link this to other areas of their life, allowing them to see value in other things. They will then develop
new areas of interest. They will appreciate the environment in which they work, as well as the physical world
environment, which is in great need of care. Thus, we develop caring individuals who do not hesitate when the
need to help arises.

In addition to the above, we must guide students to be aware of respect, both for themselves and for others.
At present this is vital in our world of instant communication via social media. People need to be aware that the
respect they give will pave the way for respect to be returned. Skills in cooperation and sharing will develop as
a result.

It is the right of a good educator to have highly effective and controlled communication skills and a highly
developed knowledge of current trends in education, constantly keeping abreast of new resources and practices.
This educator will create enthusiasm for learning in classes and maximize growth.

Education is progress, respecting what has come before. Educators assist this progress.
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